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1995: THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
Awild year. Lawrence Taylor took the WWF by storm... Ric Flair returned ... the 
WWE and WCW waged a Monday-night TV war, and a new Giant appeared. 
Let's look back at the headlines of 1995, the most outrageous quotes, and more 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ACHIEVEMENT ’95 AWARDS 
The fans have their say! Here’s what the real experts-you-thought were the 
year's best wrestler ... the best rookie ... the best manager ... the most 
popular (and hated) wrestler ... and more. Plus our Editors’ Award 


YOUR UNOFFICIAL OFFICIAL AWARDS FOR 1995 
This is your section. Readers came up with their own offbeat awards ina 
strange year. Expect plenty of laughs and surprises 


PREDICTIONS: 1996 
What do you think will happen in wrestling during the next12 months? 
Check this section this time next year and see if any readers’ predictions were 
right on the money 


PWI SUPERSTATS 
A handy reference for every wrestling fan. We list all past PW// award winners 
and runners-up as well as all the title changes in the major federations 


STEVE ANDERSON’S VIEW 
We've put together the year’s best work from our talented cartoonist/senior ~ 
writer. You'll get some laughs from his unique perspective 


MEMORIES OF ’95: THE EDITORS’ PICKS 
What were the most memorable moments of the year? The members of our 
staff offer their selections 


DEPARTMENTS 


BETWEEN FALLS 


Fan Of Question; Ethical Dilemma; Bodies Booster 


RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 


The hottest news and gossip from around the wrestling world 
FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 


Hoping 1996 will be the year Bruno Sammartino embraces wrestling again 


THE STEEL CAGE by Chris Bernucca 


A humorous perspective on the major events of 1995 


IN FOCUS with Craig Peters 


We asked for outrageous top 10 lists ... and you delivered! 


WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
Message to ECW: Make 1996 a safer, saner year 


OFF THE TOP ROPE with Eddie Ellner 


Our most controversial columnist dips into his mailbag 


> OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 


The sport's most respected rankings 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Where have all the good men gone? 


ARENA REPORTS 


A collection of match results, plus 1995's major pay-per-view card results , 


6& WRESTLING ENQUIRER 


Late-breaking news from the mat sport 





WRESTLING 
WARFARE 








FAN OF QUESTION 

It’s been a slow week, so here are a 
few rhetorical questions to share with 
everyone: 

President Monsoon?! What, King 
Mabel wasn’t bad enough? 

What vengeful god did I offend that 
permitted Hulk Hogan to reign as 
WCW World champion for so long? | 

Shane “Dean” Douglas could very 
well be the most intelligent man in 
the WWF. But The Sandman and 
Woman outsmarted him for the ECW 
heavyweight title earlier this year, so 
what does that make them? | 


Do you realize that if I had a buck Jn 


for every pay-per-view this year, I could | 
almost afford to buy one of them? 

If we call Lawrence Taylor “LT,” 
then what do we call Bob Orton? 

Did you notice that the Bret Hart- 
Jerry Lawler feud has dragged on longer 
than the entire O.J. Simpson trial?! 

HARRY SIMON 


-» snane "Dean 
Las Vegas, NV 


ETHICAL DILEMMA 

I would like to thank Stu Saks for his 
letter to the readers about the near-fate of the 
“PWI 500” (From The Desk Of ..., Winter 
1995). Stu was right to feel deceived by Ed 
Emelett, but the initial reaction to kill the 
“500” was wrong. Dave Gerhardt recognized 
that the “PWIJ 500” has become a yearly 
highlight for the fans who read this publica- 
tion. There are many people like Ed Emelett 
out there, and they will always exist, but one 
weed in a lawn can easily be spotted and dealt 
with. PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED is the 
champion among wrestling publications, but 
make no mistake, PWI belongs to the fans. 

I look forward to the annual “500.” I enjoy 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED — 
welcomes readers’ comments on any 
of ourstoriesorcolumns. 
.. $end letters to: 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 
_ Letters preceded by a zrindicate — 
letters left by fans onthe PW) 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWI: 
see.ad elsewhere inthis issue). 


# 
f 
# 





" Douglas (being bodyslammed by The 
sandman) claims to be smarter than the average 
wrestier. Reader Harry Simon points out, however, that 
Sandman and Woman outsmaried him earlier this year. 


PWI Weekly because it lists matches of 
federations that I have never seen nor may 
ever see. The “500” lists many of the 
wrestlers whom I have followed all year 
through your weekly publication. You provide 
an excellent service to me, the fan. I thank you 
for that service, and I thank Dave Gerhardt for 
his decision. 

Stu Saks is an honest individual, and | 
think by now Gerhardt must realize that Stu 
reacted the way he did because he wanted to 
protect the readers. His honesty will never be 
in question. 

FRANK COUTINHO 
Middleboro, MA 





The Heavenly Bodies and Jim Cornette enjoyed a good laugh after they won both the SMW 


and USWA tag belts this summer. 
their luck in the WWF again. 


tf BODIES BOOSTER 


I’m no fan of Jim Cornette, but I have to 
admit that he did an amazing job with The 
Heavenly Bodies this year. At the beginning 
of 1995, Jimmy Del Ray and Tom Prichard 
couldn’t buy a victory in the WWF. They 
looked terrible. The Bushwhackers were even 
beating them. But that seems like a long time 
ago. Now the Bodies are Smoky Mountain 
tag team champs, and they look as good as 
they ever have. While they’re hot, Cornette 
should bring them back to the WWF. I know 
they could beat The Smokin’ Gunns. They’ve 
done well in the WWF before; they could be 
great there again. 

ROSS DAVIS 
Kings Mountain, NC 


| YEARS AGO 
IN PWI 





“PW! Hotline” caller Ross Davis thinks it's time they tried 


QUIT GRIPING! 

I just picked up the Winter issue featuring 
the “PWI 500,” and I was disgusted when | 
read Hulk Hogan’s reaction to being ranked 
number six. Well, folks, Hogan doesn’t have 
a legitimate gripe. True, he defeated Big Van 
Vader, but he only defended his belt once in a 
four-month period. He ducked several guys, 
and he couldn’t even talk about Paul 
Orndorff, much less give him a title shot. 
Diesel came a long way as WWF World 
champion. At least he never ducked a chal- 
lenge. I fee] that Hulk Hogan is a has-been. 
It’s time for him to get out and stay out. 

RICHARD AUSTIN 
Norfolk, VA 
(Continued on page 74) 


The cover of the March 1986 issue featured PW/ 1985 | Acmuv EIEN? 


Achievement Award winners Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and The | — 
Road Warriors. Hogan was voted Most Popular Wrestler, Flair | = 


Wrestler of the Year, and The Road Warriors Tag Team of the ‘a 


Year in the annual year-end fan poll. 


Elsewhere in the magazine: A complete listing of all ; s = 
Achievement Award winners for 1985 as voted on by the readers | 


was presented ... The issue also included the inaugural install- 





ment of the readers’ “Unofficial/Official Awards” and off-the- — im 


wall predictions for wrestling in 1986 .. 


. 1985 was a banner 


year for wrestling. Expanded cable TV coverage, the introduction of closed-circuit program- 
ming, and the involvement of entertainers and stars of other sporis in wrestling were just some 


of the 
Magazine availability: Sold out. 


topics focused upon in the complete “Year in Review” section. 
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OR THE FIRST time since its 

inception in 1991, the WCW 

World heavyweight champi- 
onship has been held up! 

Hulk Hogan, the last officially 
recognized champion as of press 
time, had lost to The Giant by dis- 
qualification at Halloween Havoc 
when Hogan’s manager, Jimmy 
Hart, interfered just as the “Hulk- 
ster” was about to go for a pin. 
Referee Randy Anderson did not 
know at the time that Hart was 
actually interfering on behalf of 
The Giant at the time, so he dis- 
qualified Hulk. 

Furious over the decision, The 
Giant stole the belt from Hogan 
and began wearing it every time 
he made a WCW appearance. He 
even called himself the “World 
champion.” 

Only eight days after Havoc, 
Hart revealed on national TV that 
Hogan had granted him power of 
attorney and that he had signed 
the Halloween Havoc contract for 
Hogan. And not only did he sign 
the contract, he added a stipula- 
tion that said Hogan would lose 
the title if Giant beat him by dis- 
qualification. Of course, Hart, The 
—— Giant, and Kevin Sullivan all cele- 
a rein | brated after the disqualification vic- 
a a Ss Ad | tory, figuring they had fooled 
Hogan. 

And they had. Hulk was fooled, 
but WCW was not. Commissioner 
Nick Bockwinkel sent one of 
WCW attorney Nick Lambros to 
confront Hart, Sullivan, and The 
Giant at the November 6 WCW 
Monday Nitro. Lambros stated that 
the contract was indeed legal, but 
because of the underhanded way 
Hart had handled the situation, the 
title would be held up and the win- 
ner of the three-ring, 60-man battle 
: royal on November 26 would get it. 
” » = Ep eg It's unfortunate that Hogan had 
elem Ms Maer mri Miircim Giller liitim@icmeiciieag to lose the title this way, but 


Halloween Havoc and might have beaten him had Jimmy Hart not interfered. But . 
because of shady legal maneuvering by Hart, the title was later held up. maybe every wrestler out there 
4 eee can learn a lesson from this fiasco: 
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Shawn Michaels is feeling better every- | 7 
day. “The Heartbreak Kid” missed three | 


weeks of action after being attacked 
outside a nightclub, but did well in his 
first few matches back. 


Never let anyone, no matter how jf 
trustworthy you think that person |@ 


is, Sign a contract on your behalf! 


Hogan wasn't the only WCW |i 


fan favorite to lose a title in 


November. Sting lost the U.S. _ 


heavyweight belt to Kensuke 
sasaki in Tokyo on November 13. 
Why, | ask, was a U.S. title match 
held in Japan in the first place? 


Shawn Michaels returned to | 


action on November 3 after being 


York. Michaels teamed 
with Bret Hart and Diesel 
to defeat Yokozuna, 
Mabel, and Davey Boy 
Smith in Cincinnati. Ring- 
side observers say that 
Shawn fared well, although 
he seemed to be just as 
concerned about Hart and 
Diesel fighting each other 
as he was about his oppo- 
nents. Bret and Diesel did 
manage to keep their tem- 
pers in check that night. 
Crush was finally sen- 
tenced on the drugs and 
weapons charges he was 


brought up on after his 


arrest March 13. He was 


given five years probation and 
fined $10,000 after he pleaded no- 
contest. If he meets the conditions 
of his probation for a period of five 
years, his record will be cleared. 
Some of those conditions include 
submitting to random drug testing 
and performing 200 hours of com- 
munity service. Also, he will not be 
permitted to possess or control 
firearms. If Crush does not adhere 
to the court’s conditions, the court 
could move to resentence. 

Tully Blanchard came out of 
retirement again recently and ven- 
tured to Japan, where he was 
beaten by Tatsumi Fujinami ... 
Hakushi has signed to wrestle 

(Continued on page 76) 
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THE YEAR THAT WAS. Some- 
where within the bowels of this maga- 
zine, my colleagues will try to select 
wrestling’s most defining moment in 
1995. I am not a part of that small cir- 
cle, mainly because I have a hard time 
choosing one. After all, there were so 
many. Let’s start at the end of 1994, 
shall we? 

November 16, 1994: Big Van 
Vader spits on Dustin Rhodes. 
Vader immediately apologizes, 
informing Rhodes that the intend- 
ed target was Bill Apter. 

November 20: Bull Nakano 
upsets Alundra Blayze for the 
WWE World Women’s title in 
Japan. The title change is upheld 
after urinalysis reveals Nakano is 
technically a woman. 

November 25: Prior to a Pro 
Wrestling Federation card, Italian 
Stallion breaks his own world 
record by eating a pound of 
spaghetti in 14.7 seconds. Almost 
immediately thereafter, he breaks 
another record for projectile 
vomiting, previously held by an 
infant with a terrible case of 


January 6, 1995: Jim Ross returns 
to his spot behind a WWF micro- 
phone. Wal-Mart reports marked in- 
crease in earplug sales. 

January 7: An ECW tag team title 
match between The Pit Bulls and Bad 
Breed is declared Match of the Week 
by PWI Weekly. The promotion is not 
acknowledged by the WWF or WCW. 


ie 
— 


911's choke-slam of 
Santa Claus at an 


4 ECW card was one 


colic. 

December 17: 911 is named 
PWI Rookie of the Year and cele- 
brates by choke-slamming Santa | 
Claus at an ECW card. “I had no § 
idea he was Jewish,” Apter 
remarks. 
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_ of the most memo- 
. rable moments of 

the last 12 months 
| for Chris Bernucca. 
It received a warm 
reception from ECW 
fans of all religions. 





February 18: Eddie Gilbert, the 
only man to be married to both Missy 
Hyatt and Madusa (Alundra Blayze), 
dies of a heart attack in a Puerto Rico 
hotel at 33. Wrestling loses a true war- 
rior. 

February 19: After ducking him 
for months, WCW World champion 
Hulk Hogan finally wrestles Big Van 
Vader and wins by disqualification. 
Hogan claims he would have wrestled 
Vader at an earlier date but was afraid 
of being spit upon. 

February 28: Turner Network 
Sports fires football analyst Lawrence 
Taylor shortly after he agrees to wres- 
tle Bam Bam Bigelow at WWF 
WrestleMania XI. A spokesman for 
the network describes the events as 
“totally coincidental.” 

March 5: Barf bags are given out 
to Slammers Wrestling Federation fans 
in preparation for the appearance of 
The Gargoyle, said to be the ugliest 
wrestler in the world. The projectile 

(Continued on page 12) 
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This riabesen png cite spectacular special issue is 
100 pages of wrestling action you can’t miss! 
We’re profiling 50 of the biggest stars in the sport 
today—and looking ahead to their prospects for 
survival in 1996! PLUS: We’ve packed the issue 
lg 32 ful |-page full-color pinups that are 

et ~colled for’ 8 iioms in themse ves! 


The 1996 Pro Wrestling IMustrat ed Wrestling Annual Goes on 
sale everywhere on December 19! Avoid a newsstand 


sellout—he sure to get yours early! 





vomiting record set four months ear- 
lier by Italian Stallion is shattered. 

March 17: An ECW title match | 
between Shane Douglas and Tommy | 
Dreamer is declared Match of the | 
Week by PWI Weekly. The promo- | 
tion is not acknowledged by the | 
WWE or WCW. | 

March 19: Hulk Hogan defeats 
Ric Flair in a strap match at WCW 
Uncensored. The only strap that real- | 
ly mattered, Hogan’s World title | 
belt, was not on the line ... and, for | 
the record, nothing on the ¢ entire card 
was worth censoring anyway. Oh, 
yeah, and Hogan was supposed to be | 
wrestling Big Van Vader, but then — 
Flair interfered. Congratulations, | 
Hulk, you just headlined the worst | 
pay-per-view event in wrestling his- 
tory. | 

March 31: Carolyn Jane 
Bernucca—eight pounds and three 
ounces of the most beautiful little | 
creature you have ever seen—enters — 
this crazy world. Sleep as I know it | 
ceases immediately. 

April 2: Lawrence Taylor upsets 
Bam Bam Bigelow at WWF Wres- | 
tleMania XI. Turner tries to rehire 
Taylor to replace Bernard Shaw on 
CNN World News Tonight. 

April 15: An ECW match 
between Eddy Guerrero and Dean 
Malenko is declared Match of the 
Week by PWI Weekly. The promotion 
is not acknowledged by the WWF or 
WCW. 

April 29: Antonio Inoki pins Ric 
Flair in front of 190,000 fans in 
Pyongyang, North Korea. A few days 
later, WCW Executive Vice President 
Eric Bischoff is heard yelling in his 
office, “Why can’t Flair draw like that 
when he wrestles for us!?!” 

May 26: Kamala inks a deal with 
Kevin Sullivan and joins the Dungeon 
of Doom. Further investigation of the 


i 


orn ys Bern srnuc 
contract reveals Kamala did manage to 
cross the two lines to form an X on the 
dotted line. 
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June 9: An ECW match between 
Cactus Jack and Axl Rotten is declared 
Match of the Week by PWI Weekly. 
The promotion is not acknowledged by 
the WWE or WCW. 

July 16: WCW Bash at the Beach 
in Huntington Beach, California, draws 
“hundreds of thousands” of fans, 
according to broadcasters. Further in- 
vestigation shows the true tally to be 
about 6,000 when jellyfish are omitted 
from final totals. 





| 
| 


August 5: An ECW six-man tag 
team match pitting Rick Steiner, 


| Scott Steiner, and Eddy Guerrero 
| against Cactus Jack, 2 Cold Scorpio, 
, and Dean Malenko is declared Match 
| of the Week by PWI Weekly. The 
| promotion is not acknowledged by 
| the WWF or WCW. 


August 19: Yours truly celebrates 
a quiet 32nd birthday and first as a 


| father. Carolyn Jane is too young to 
| eat cake, so she eats the birthday 
| card instead. 


September 4: WCW Monday 


= Nitro debuts in the same time slot as 


WWF Monday Night Raw. Channel 
surfers mistake it for a Hulk Hogan 
infomercial and quickly move on. 
October 3: A dozen morons in 
downtown Los Angeles decide that 
this day will no longer be remem- 
bered as the anniversary of “The 


| Shot Heard Round The World.” 


October 28: Media megalomani- 


| ac Ted Turner averts a programming 
| disaster when his Atlanta Braves win 
-| the World Series in six games. Only 
brains such as those belonging to 


Turner would have the foresight to 
air a meaningless regular season 
football game between bad teams 
and a pay-per-view wrestling event 


) (Halloween Havoc) alongside what 
would have been the most important 


baseball game in two years. 

October 29: Hulk Hogan pushes 
The Giant off the roof of Detroit’s 
Cobo Hall approximately an hour 
before their Halloween Havoc World 
title match. Only The Giant comes 
back to life and beats Hogan by dis- 
qualification. No explanation is given 
for this remarkable recovery. Oh, and 
did we tell you about the monster 
trucks and The Yeti? Congratulations, 
Hulk, you just headlined the worst 
pay-per-view event in wrestling histo- 
ry. Again. L] 


27 Uideo presents.. 
most violent wrestling promotion in the world. 


matches - barbed wire matches - exploding matches - 


mt Kolom's1e)/-)6) ae) an nae 


The blood, guts, gore collection featuring the wildest matches from IWA, the 


_ these tapes have tons of glass 


fire matches - thumbtack matches - spike nail 





match - cage match. and every other sick match you can think of. 





() IWA TAPE #83 (4/3/95) 
IWA BRICK DEATH MATCH 

Wild brawls with blood. 1. Headhunt- 
ers vs. Terry Funk+Ono (HEADHUNTERS 
TURN ON EACH OTHER); 2. Abdullah the 
rai Nakamaki+Leatherface vs. Cactus 
Jack+Cryptkeeper (No ROPE, BARBED WIRE 
WITH PILES OF BRICKS WRAPPED IN BARBED 
WIRE SURROUNDING THE RING MATCH). 
Bloody; 3. Iceman+Matsuda vs. 
Taue+Yamada; 4. Sugawara vs. Togai; 
5. Okano vs. Tajiri. 





_) IWA TAPE #1 (8/20/95) - 
KAWASAKI DREAM "KING OF 
DEATH" MATCH TOURNAMENT 

This is a very violent, bloody, graphic, 
and, at times, sick tape. Tons of blood 
and brawls over 2 hours. 1. Tiger Jeet 
Singh vs. Mr. Gannosuke (BARBED WIRE 
BARRICADE MATCH); 2. Terry Funk vs. 
Leatherface (BARBED WIRE BARRICADE 
MATCH); 3. Catctus Jack vs. Terry Gordy 
(BARBED WIRE, BASEBALL BAT, THUMBTACK 
MATCH), Cactus gets slammed into 
thumbtacks - sick and bloody; 4. 

Nakamaki vs. Ono (BARBED WIRE, BASE- 3 
BALL BAT, THUMBTACK MATCH). Bloodbath® 
and Ono gets thumbtacks in his head 
must be seen; 5. Terry Funk vs. Tiger | 
Jeet Singh (GLASS, BARBED WIRE, BARRICADE 
MATCH); 6. Cactus Jack vs. Nakamaki 
(BED OF NAILS MATCH). Sick and bloody; 7. 
Headhunters vs. Silver King - Texano; 
8. Dan Severn vs. Tarzen GoTo (NWA 
Title Match); 9. Terry Funk vs. Catctus 
Jack (NO ROPE, ELECTRIFIED BARBED WIRE 
BARRICADE EXPLOSION MATCH); and more 
matches. This show has matches 
where people get thumbtacks stuck in , 
their head, wrestlers receive bad burns 


and acombined stitch count of over 500 
WVU 


ee 


lo IWA TAPE #4 (5/1/95) 
4 HEADHUNTERS BROTHERS 
R= GLASS DEATH MATCH 
i 1.HeadhunterAvs. Headhunter B (cass 
» AROUND THE RING MATCH). They stab each 
&. other with the glass, bloody; 2. Nakamaki 
vs. Crypt Keeper (BARBED WIRE LADDER 
MATCH) FMW+War Wrestlers interfere; 3. 
Leatherface vs. Ono; 4. Taue vs. Togai; 


Silver King+Texano +Superastro +Araya 
Plus More. 













© IWATAPE #5 (11/17/94) 

TEXAS BRONCO NEW COMING 

~ Bloody Flesh itt. Terry Funk vs. 
Leatherface (STEEL CAGE DEATH MATCH); 2. 
Headhunters vs. Dick Slater+Araya; 3. 
Shouji Nakamaki vs. Hiroshi Ono 
\(BARBED WIRE CHAIN MATCH); 4. Silver 
King+El Texano vs. Miquel Perez, 
Jr.+Super Astro; 5. Super Astro vs. 
Okano. 


 IWA TAPE #2 (3/7/95) |IWA THUMB- - 
TACK DEATH MATCH TAPE 
Bloody, bloody, bloody. 1. Crypt Keeper 
vs. Yamada; 2. Silver King+Texano vs. 
Okano+ Tajiri; 3. Headhunters vs. Kendo 
Nagasaki+lceman (BARBED WIRE THUMB- 
TACK DEATH MATCH); 4. Catctus 
Jack+Leatherface vs. Nakamaki+Ono 
(NO ROPE BARBED WIRE THUMBTACK DEATH 
MATCH - THIS IS THE 1ST THUMBTACK MATCH 
Ever!) Leatherface uses a chainsaw -Z) 


bloody!!!! Plus more matches from IWA: 





IWA TAPE #6 (11/13/94) 
FIRE ON EARTH 
Hot Fire Matchll!!ll! 14. Terry 


+Araya (BARBED WIRE FIRE MATCH); 2. 





5. Boragail vs. Yamada; 6. 6-Man with 


Funk+Hiroshi Ono vs. Nakamaki 4 


Miquel Perez vs. Leatherface (BARBED 


WIRE BASEBALL BAT MATCH); 3. Headhunt- 
ers vs. Silver King+El Texano; 4. Dick 
_ Slater vs. Johnny Gomez; 5. Super 
™~ Astro vs. Okano. 


gg) IWA TAPE #7 (10/16/94) 


IWA GRAVEYARD 

Crazy Matches!!!!!! 1. Headhunters vs. 
Nakamaki+Ono (THE ORIGINAL GLASS DEATH 
MATCH); 2. Brian Christopher +Dark Pa- 
triot vs. Dick Slater+Araya; 3. 
Leatherface vs. Crash the Terminator 
(BARBED WIRE BASEBALL MATCH); 4. Gran 
Apache vs. Okano; 5. Gran Apache vs. 
. Jajiri. 











1) IWA TAPE #8 (12/13/94) 


HELL DEATH MATCH 

Sick and Wild!!! 1. Nakamaki+Ono vs. 
¢@,Leatherface+Original Leatherface (sPike 
NAIL HELL MATCH); 2. Kendo Nagasaki vs. 
Araya; 3. Johnny Gomez vs. Dick 
Murdoch; 4. Miquel Perez, Jr. +Jiraiya 
vs. Okano+Ajuila Negra; 5. Tajiri vs. 
Taue. 


»C) IWA TAPE #9 (1/8/95) 

DUEL OF THE WILDS 
Bloody. 1. Terry Funk vs. Cactus Jack 
R= (NO ROPE, BARBED WIRE DEATH MATCH); 2. 
Araya vs. Tracy Smothers; 3. Naka- 
,» Maki+Ono vs. Texas Hangmen (BARBED 
WIRE, BASEBALL BAT, BUNKHOUSE MATCH); 4. 
Jiraiya vs. Tajiri; 5. Ajuila Negra vs. Taue. 


Send checks or money order for 


$20.00 + $3.00 S & H per tape to: 
RF Video 
PO. Box 797 
Langhorne, PA 19047 
(215) 752-4279 
Canada-US Funds Orders Only — 







These tapes are a must for people who like wild, bloody brawls !!!!!!{iiittt 
Due to the graphic violence parental guidance suggested. 


YOUR YEAR-END 
S16) ei RY 


>. sues OW c can’t believe it! Word is that 
David Letterman may be dropping “Top 10 Lists” from his 
Late Show=program: Say it ain’t so, Dave! Just because 
CBS remains a distant third in the ratings race doesn’t mean 
you have to change what you do! Forget Jay Leno! Oh, 
well—whatever Dave decides to do on television, it won’t 
matter: We'll still keep ripping off the idea here in our 
year-end issue! And you will, too, as judged by this year’s 
excellent crop of entries: 





TOP 10 MISPRONUNCIATIONS OF HAKUSHI 
10—Hibachi 
9—Hyundai 
8—Hot Sushi 
7—How Could She? 
6—Hootchie Cootchie 
»—Hopscotch 
4—Guy With The Tattoo That Reads, “Don’t Like My 
Wrestling? Dial 1-800-EAT-THIS” 
3—Heck, You Say? 
2—Hulk-kushi 
... and the number-one mispronunciation of Hakushi: 
1—Ito 
—Kris Pope, Sacramento, California 


GOLDUST’S TOP 10 ASPIRATIONS 
10—Figure out way to remove inherited, yet unsightly 
gold stomach blotch. 
9—Eventually change name to “The Wrestler Formerly 
Known To Have Testosterone.” 
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“Aspiring” Goldust 4 “= 





$—Buy a better blond wig to look “Fabio-lous.” 
7—Solve nasty wax problem that causes ears 
to turn black. 
6—Reteam with father, who would be renamed Oldust. 
5S—At the same time, convince father that the black-eye 
“raccoon look” is not mocking him. 
4—-Say own name without having an asthma attack. 
3—Be named PWI/ Wrestler of the Year just so he can 
say, You like me, you really like me!” 
2—Be able to walk into a bar in Austin without getting 
the crap kicked out of him. 
... and Goldust’s number-one aspiration: 
1—Four words: “I’m the Chiquita banana!” 
—Tracy Anderson, Schenectady, New York 


TOP 10 WAYS THE GIANT PROBABLY SURVIVED 
HIS PUSH OFF THE ROOF BY HULK HOGAN 
AT HALLOWEEN HAVOC 
10—Triple-somersault backflip from the pike position 
that scored 9.9 across the board. 
9—Aladdin and Jasmine just happened to be right there 
with their magic flying carpet. 


8—Side- and front-impact airbags in his pants. 
7—Arnold Schwarzenegger flew by in that snazzy jet 
from True Lies and caught him. 
6—He didn’t: The Giant that wrestled Hulk Hogan later 
in the card was Andre’s other son. 
5—Two words: parachute pants. 
4—Jt wasn’t really The Giant: It was a life-sized 
remote-controlled double! 
3—The TV camera was upside down: He actually 
jumped up from the basement of Cobo Hall. 
2—Twenty floors of protruding awnings and a large 
fruit cart on the sidewalk to break his fall. 
... and the number-one way The Giant probably 
survived his push off the roof at Halloween Havoc: 
1—The pay-per-view never happened—it was all just 
a bad dream! 


—Peter Stone, Holtsville, New York 


TOP 10 REASONS THE WWE 
IS BETTER THAN WCW 
10—The WWF champion actually has to defend his title. 
9—Bret Hart and Shawn Michaels have more talent than 
the entire WCW roster combined. 
8—In WCW, Lex Luger is a top contender. In the 
WWF ...! 
7—Look at Sunny. Then look at Sherri. Then look 
at Sunny. 
6—Diesel could crush Hulk Hogan like an insect. 
5—Seven Match of the Year candidates for WWF, four 
for WCW. 
4—Yokozuna could—and has—crushed Hulk Hogan 
like an insect. 
3—WWFE doesn’t schedule monster truck rallies during 
its pay-per-view events. 
2—Bret Hart could tie up Hulk Hogan in knots. 
... and the number-one reason the WWI is better 
than WCW: 
1—If the WWE is such a “pathetic circus,” why would 
WCW constantly be trying to emulate it? 
—Justin Ballard, Westboro, Massachusetts 


TOP 10 REJECTED NAMES OF PAY-PER-VIEWS 
10—Depends Undergarments Presents 
Naked Legends 1995 
9—King of the Merchandise Sales 
8—$49.95? Why Not! 
7—Suckcade 
6—WCW Uncensored (sorry, that was 
a rejected pay-per-view) 
5—RestholdMania 
4—Spamboree 


3—Bash at the Bowling Alley 
2—Arbor Day Rampage 
.. and the number-one rejected pay-per-view name: 
1—In Your Pants 
—Jim Lunneborg, Aurora, Illinois 


HULK HOGAN’S TOP 10 PET PEEVES 
10—Yellow and red so hard to accessorize 
9—Randy Savage always putting diced Slim Jims in his 
Hulkaroni and Cheese 
8—tThat one annoying hair that gets in eyes 
7—Anything more than occasional title defenses 
6—Offered Mr. Freeze movie role when he really 
wanted to be Batman 
5—Black T-shirts don’t tear as easily as yellow ones 
4—Unable to market the pay-per-view: “Mr. Nanny: 
The Match, The Movie” 
3—Slow action figure sales 
2—Cold Hulkios 
.. and Hulk Hogan’s number-one pet peeve: 
l—Ever since mustache got shaved, constantly carded 
in the bars 
—Jerome Fogel, Sommerville, South Carolina 


Fag ¥ “Peeved” Hulk Hogan | 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


ECW Commissioner/President Tod Gordon certainly has the 
power to take steps to make sure what happened at the ECW 
Arena on October 28 doesn’t happen again. Andy Rodriguez 
would like to see ECW become less extreme. 
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N DAVE LENKER called and said my year- 
end column was due, I asked him if there was 
anything in particular he wanted me to write 


about. He said “a few appropriate remarks” about the year in 
wrestling would do. 

“Dave,” I responded, “Lincoln was asked to deliver ‘a 
few appropriate remarks’ at Gettysburg, and he changed the 
course of history.” 

“Andy,” he shot back, “I’m not asking you to change his- 
tory, but you have to give me more than 272 words.” 

So with no illusions about changing history, and with every 
intention of writing a full column, I choose as my topic ECW. 

Extreme Championship Wrestling it is, too extreme for 
my taste, and too extreme for this sport. For evidence, you 
need only read the stories we’ve presented in our family of 
magazines over the past two years. A violent match used to 
be one in which chairs were tossed into the ring. In ECW, 
throwing chairs is the wrestling equivalent of foreplay. 

The match that spurred me to action took place at the 
ECW Arena on October 28. At the end of the bout between 
Cactus Jack and Tommy Dreamer, Jack tossed a burning 
chair wrapped with a gasoline-soaked towel toward the 
ropes. The towel flew off the chair and landed on Terry 
Funk, who had been outside the ring seconding Dreamer. 

Funk’s shirt and pants ignited, and he inadvertently tossed 
the towel into the first row. For two minutes, the arena lights 
went out. Many people ran, while one tried to put out the fire 
with his hands. Several men ran out with fire extinguishers 
and began spraying. A few fans were hit by the extinguisher 
fumes. Others scurried toward the exits. A select few just 
stood by their seats and chanted, “ECW! ECW!” 

Funk was taken to a local hospital and treated for second- 
and third-degree burns on his left arm and shoulders. 

[ understand that fans expect wild things when they come 
to an ECW card, but they don’t expect to be burned or to be 
overcome by fumes from a fire extinguisher. Many of the 
fans who revel in the danger were horrified by this. 

“When I saw that towel flying into the seats,” said one 
man who witnessed the entire incident, “I really got scared. 
I’ve almost been punched by a wrestler a couple of times, 
but that’s nothing compared to this.” 

At first, ECW Commissioner/President Tod Gordon 
didn’t seem too horrified. He called the incident “unfortu- 
nate,” declining to comment further until he could review a 
videotape of the match. This seems like a prudent move, but 
one suspects Gordon is reluctant to impose harsh penalties 
on any of his wrestlers. 

This incident calls for harsh measures. Gordon should 
ban Cactus Jack from ECW for life and promise the same 
fate to anyone else who decides to bring flaming towels 
into the ring, or worse. 

(Continued on page 80) 
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15. CLOTHESLINE 
16, CROSS BODY BLOCK 
17. DOUBLE AXEHANOLE 
18. DROP KICK 














27, FLYING ELBOW DROP 
28. FLYING HEAD BUTT 
hoes 





. 


46. OVERHEAD TOSS 
. POLE RAM 
48. REVERSE CHINLOCK 
49. ROLLING SCISSORS 
ROPE BURN 


51. SAVATE KICK 

52. SCISSORS GRIP 

93. SHOULDER BREAKER 
. SUNGSHOT 


SNAP MARE 
56, STEP-OVER TOE HOLD 
SUPLEX 


_ SURFBOARD 
59. TURNBUCKLE SMASH 
60. WRISTLOCK 






#2: Ace 
Slevene 








WF: Bodybag #5; Wildfire #6: Eric #7: Nook the 
Jonee Johnny Kage Darkstrom Secret hkapon 





#3: Caeger 


Paa Dorn 





Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these IWA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


* * &* NO ENTRY FEE! * * * 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We’ll immediately put 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the nng 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! 


The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the original and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1% each, the same 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! 


So take us on! Find out if you’re tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the 
coupon below ora copy of it today and mail it with $1" for each opponent to: 


IWA Challenge 


Box 5275 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 


Ki TR, TK 


© 1994 ISC. All Rights Reserved * 


x * * 


 meoeetaamelae lett lanl el el lane eel eel alae 
Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown at lefl. List them 


: in the order lo be used. Use each hold only once 
NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


ADDRESS 6 f a] 9 10 


me 


Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the list uf 30 shown al night List them in 


CITY, STATE, ZIP the order to be used, Use each hold only once 


WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) 


WRESTLER'S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT 
FINISHING HOLD 


SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER 








Finishing Hold: Creale your custom final maneuver or choose a hold 
from the $0 shown. Limil the length to 20 lellers and spaces 








ee HOLDS 


61. ABDOMINAL STRETCH 
62 ATOMIC DROP 
3 AVALANCHE 


64. BACKBREAKER 
6 BACKROLL PRESS 


BELLY TO BELLY 


. BIG SPLASH 
_ BOSTON CRAB 
_ BRAIN BUSTER 


BULLDOG 
CAMEL CLUTCH 
COBRA CLUTCH 


_ CRADLE 
_ CRUCIFIX 
DOT 


_ FIGURE FOUR 
_ FLYING LEG DROP 
_ GOURD BUSTER 


INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
NECKBREAKER 
PILEDRIVER 

POWER BOMB 
POWER SLAM 
RUSSIAN SICKLE 
SLEEPER 
SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 


SS eee 


Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler fo go i 


against from the 10 al the lop. Remember to enclose $1® for each. 


Pa 
iw 
Ba 
an 


MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) 1 Baas Ge Te BS 


ie iy 


ee vee oles Set mm, Wr: teen acaba vias ee eal is oe 





(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Eddie Ellner 
himself. They do not necessarily 
reflect the editorial views of this 
magazine.) 


PY HE LATE ISRAELI Prime 
| Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
. embodied some of the 
qualities that describe any great 
warrior. He was in every way a 
sabra, the indigenous Israeli cac- 
tus fruit whose skin is prickly but 
whose inner flesh is soft. Like 
Rabin, the greatest wrestling 
champions are known for their 
strength and flexibility; they aren’t 
slaves to popular opinion or pre- 
vailing trends. “Top Rope” mourns 
the passing of a great world leader 
and encourages today’s top mat 
stars to take a page from Rabin’s 
philosophical bible: Do whatever 
it takes to win, the spirit that 
Bruiser Brody, another man who 
died too young, brought to the ring 
every time he wrestled. 

Brody, you might recall, was 
posthumously given the PWI 
Editors’ Award in 1988 along with 
Adrian Adonis. This year’s selec- 
tion, Rick Steamboat, is one of the 
few “fan favorites” whose motives 
were sincere. It should come as no 
surprise to anyone who under- 
stands my motives that I sincerely 
endorse the pick. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Ellner’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 | 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034| 


Dear Eddie, 

I recently got my hands on a video- 
tape of a match between the Funk 
brothers and Jimmy Snuka and Bruiser 
Brody. Since becoming a wrestling fan 
five years ago, I have heard many sto- 
ries of Brody’s greatness, but had 
never seen him until this match. I 
admit I was skeptical after hearing all 
the hype about him. Even though the 
bout was about 14 years old, it was 
easily better than any WWF or WCW 
bout held this year. I know there are 
many younger fans out there who 
know little of Brody’s career. Why 
doesn’t PWI do a Bruiser Brody cen- 
terfold? Surely it would be more inter- 
esting than one featuring Doink or 
Tatanka. And while you’re at it, how 
about featuring some old legends like 
the Funks, Harley Race, etc. And as 
long as it’s my stamp, why not feature 
more Japanese wrestlers? They’re the 
best in the world, 

COLIN McGRATH 
Mountrath, Ireland 
Dear Colin, 

You had one too many pints on 
the way home from school, m’boy? 
Why would a wrestling magazine 
feature in its centerfold a wrestler 
who has been pushing up daisies for 
seven years? You think an anony- 
mous, interchangeable Japanese 
wrestler will go over with American 
fans, who think every one of them is 
named Rice-A-Roni? Forget that 








| still miss this man. | miss Bruiser 
Brody’s savagery, his courage, his atti- 
tude. So, too, do many of my readers. 
But running a picture of him in my col- 
umn is the best | can do. A centerfold is 
out of the question. 


they run rings around our guys. 
This has nothing to do with skill or 
fairness, and everything to do with 
giving the readers what they want. 
It’s why Sharon Stone is on the 
cover of People and Al Gore isn’t 
(Note to readers: Al Gore is Vice 
President of the United States. The 
United States is the country in which 
most of you live. Remember to take 
your medication). 


Dear Eddie, 

I notice that Buddy Landell is now 
trying to salvage what’s left of his 
career by trying his luck as a fan 
favorite in Smoky Mountain Wrest- 
ling? Do you think he will ultimately 
succeed without Jim Cornette’s man- 
agerial guidance? I see he’s not doing 
real well in a feud with Tommy Rich. 

ROGER SAMONE 
Evanston, IL 
Dear Roger, 

You answered your own question 

in the last line of your letter. Any 
(Continued on page 82) 


50 many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
INustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we've 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 








STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s 
wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 

to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 

the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 

week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW/ Weekly hot off the press! We’re certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 






Ad 
¥ us 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: | tw 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price ie 









4 
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° 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
¢ 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


rr ee ge dT gg ee d_T {EE me ee oe 
Send to: YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send 
London Publishing Co. L}] NEW me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 
P.0. Box 910 LC] RENEWAL |] 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 


£32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $58.99 for 52 issues. Intemational money orders 
in U.S. fund's only, Please allow up to 8 weeks for subscriptions to start, 


“th 
I 
I I 
i 1 
j i 
1 i 
; i 
i i 
| ! 
1] 34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings! 
I i 
Please indicate method of payment: [J] 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings! 
1 (©) Check or money order [] I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. ; 
: (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 ! 
i I 
| Cl visa NAME 
le ADDRESS APT 
Garinimiber— ==. 2 =~ -- ee = | | 
1 Expiration date: ___/ 2) ae fl es | a 
MO/YR Offer good in the U.S. and Canda only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for single issue; | 
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TOP 10 
] RANDY SAVAGE 


23/, Sarasota, FL 
(8) WCW World champion 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary Alberta 


__{(6) WWF World champion 


3 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


2} No. 2 contender: WCW World title 


@ THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 


(=) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


& RAZOR RAMON 
290, Miami, FL 


(3) WWE Intercontinental champion 


@ LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 


(7) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 


7 DIESEL 
356, Las Vegas, NV 


(1) Ne. 3 contender: WWF World title 


§ KENSUKE SASAKI 
233, Tokyo, Japan 
=) U.S. 


Si STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


(4) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 


10 JOHNNY 8. BADD 


ight champion 








5 JJ. 


ARMSTRONG 
Combined weight: 467 pounds 
(-) USWA tag team champions 
PG-13 
Combined weight: 471 pounds 
(5) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 
BOBBY EATON & LORD STEVEN REGAL 
Combined weight: 480 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag tile 
8 THE SANDMAN & 2 COLD SCORPIO 
Combined weight: 466 pounds 
(=) ECW teg team champions 
2) THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
(3) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
10 PUBLIC ENEMY 





TAG TEAMS 


] THE SMOKIN' GUNNS 
Combined weight: 465 pounds 
(1) WWE World tag team champions 





2 HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(2) WCW World tag team champions 
2? OWEN HART & YOKOZUNA 
Combined weight: 795 pounds 
(9) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
él, THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
(6) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 


& TRACEY SMOTHERS 


235, Macon, GA = — Combined weight: 583 pounds 

(-) Wow tv champion : | Johnny B, Badd ___{7) No. 1 seutehdlores AC ECW tag title 
wcw WWE USWA ECW 
World Champion: World Champion: USWA Champion: ECW Champion: 
RANDY SAVAGE BRET HART AHMED JOHNSON MIKEY WHIPWRECK 


(7) 237, Sarasota, Fl 


(4) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
1—KENSUKE SASAKI 


1—RAZOR RAMON 


(-) 255, Pearl River, MS 
1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 


(2) 187, New York, NY 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 


(-) 233, Tokyo, Japan (1) 290, Miami, FL 


2—HULK HOGAN 2—THE UNDERTAKER 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (-) 328, parts unknown 
J—LEX LUGER 3—DIESEL 


(2) 265, Chicago, Il 


4—JOHNNY B. BADD 
(9) 235, Macon, GA 


(C) 356, las Vegas, NV 
4—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(3) 245, leeds, England 


5-—STING 5—SiID VICIOUS 

(1) 260, Venice Beach, CA (-) 318, West Memphis, AR 
6—THE GIANT 6—THE KID 

E1430, paris unknown [-) 212, Minneapolis, MN 
7—CHRIS BENOIT 7—AHMED JOHNSON 

(-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (-) 255, Pearl River, MS 
8—RIC FLAIR $—GOLDUST 

(4) 243, Minneapolis, MN (8) 254, Austin, TX 
9—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 9-—SAVIO VEGA 


(3) 260, Tampa, FL 
10—BUBBA ROGERS 
[-) 310, Cobb County, GA (9) 279, Greenwich, CT 
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(10) 260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 
10—HUNTER H. HELMSLEY 10—TRACEY SMOTHERS 


(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—JERRY LAWLER 

(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
J—J.J. ARMSTRONG 

(2) 240, Marietta, GA 
4—JEFF JARRETT 

(-) 230, Nashville, TN 
5—TEX SLAZENGER 

[-) 253, Austin, TX 
6—STEVEN DUNN 

(7) 240, Tampa, Fl 
7—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

[-) 226, Marietta, GA 
8—MOONDOG CUJO 

(-) 301, parts unknown 
9—DOUG GILBERT 

[4] 241, Lexington, TN 


(-) 227, Atlanta, GA 


(-) 241, Dallas, TX 
2—2 COLD SCORPIO 

(1) 222, Denver, CO 
3—THE SANDMAN 

(C) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
4—TOMMY DREAMER 

(3) 245, Yonkers, NY 
5—TERRY FUNK 

(-) 247, Amarillo, TX 
6—SABU 

(-) 220, Bombay 
7—PSICOSIS 

(8) 200, Tiajuana, Mexico 
8—REY MISTERIO JR. 

(7) 140, San Diego, CA 
9—KONNAN 

(?) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 

10—AXL ROTTEN 
[-] 302, Philadelphia, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 





Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official] current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 
gory; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 
in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 
wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 





MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 
] STING ] THE GIANT 
260, Venice Beach, CA 430, parts unknown 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
| BRET HART THE KID 
230, Calgary, Alberta 212, Minneapolis, MN 
hast Issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 
3 RANDY SAVAGE RIC FLAIR 
237, Sarasota, Fl 243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last Issue: No. 5 Most Popular Last Issue: unrated 


& SHAWN MICHAELS a JERRY LAWLER 
234, San Antonio, [IX 234, Memphis, TN 
Last Issue: No. 6 Most Popular Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
THE UNDERTAKER 5 GOLDUST 
328, parts unknown 254, Austin, TX 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 

G AHMED JOHNSON G KEVIN SULLIVAN 
255, Pearl River, MS 252, Boston, MA 


Last issue: unrated 


7 RAZOR RAMON 7 MABEL 
568, Harlem, NY 


290, Miami, FL 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 
8 HULK HOGAN DAVEY BOY SMITH 

275, Venice Beach, CA 245, Leeds, England 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: No. 4 Mast Hated 
Q EDDY GUERRERO Q SID Vicious 

221, Los Angeles, CA 318, West Memphis, AR 

Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular Last issve: unrated 


10 TOMMY DREAMER 10 BRIAN PILLMAN 


245, Yonkers, NY 
Last issue: unrated 


226, Cincinnati, OH 
Last issue: unrated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
Smoky Mountain Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


TOMMY RICH MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(2) 248, Hendersonville, TN (C) 228, Saitama, Japan 
1—BRAD ARMSTRONG 1—THE GREAT MUTA 
(1) 226, Marietta, GA (1) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
2—TERRY GORDY 2—REY MISTERIO JR. 


(C) 289, Chattanooga, TN 
3—BUDDY LANDELL 

(3) 236, Los Angeles, CA 
4—ROBERT GIBSON 

(6) 225, Pensacola, FL 
5—PUNISHER 

(4) 298, Atianta, GA 
6—FLASH FLANAGAN 

(-) 221, Detroit, MI 
7—TRACEY SMOTHERS 

(9) 227, Atlanta, GA 
8—RICK MORTON 

(-) 228, Memphis, TN 
9—TONY ANTHONY 

(5):235, Bucksnort, TN 

10—CHRIS MICHAELS 
(8) 223, Oakdale, NY 


(-) 140, San Diego, CA 
3—KOJI KANEMOTO 
(4) 258, Tokyo, Japan 
4—SABU 

(3) 220, Bombay 
5—PSICOSIS 

(5) 200, Tiajuana, Mexico 
6—GARY ALBRIGHT 

(7) 343, Billings, MT 
7—HIROSHI HASE 

(6) 225, Tokyo, Japan 
8—RAMBO 

(8) 286, Montreal, Quebec 
9—PERRO AGUAYO 

(-) 215, Zacatecas, Mexico 


10—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 


(9) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 





For period ended December 1, Td 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 

These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value; 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 

and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top inishers in each cate- 
gory ile our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
ative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
T—=DIESEL.cc.cecsssesssecnseesscessesasecnesscnsessesareeeesB4 polints 
BaHULK HOGAN ..cccccoseccescsssrssserececresesssesseesO7 POlnts 
M=mRAZOR RAMON ...ccscscsscssessssrsrsorserssescenene 8 points 


TAG TEAMS 
1=HARLEM HEAT .esececssescocoseesrosesnsesenesscsseess80 points 
— 2—OWEN HART & YOKOZUNA .......ssecerersecerred O POlMts 
3—THE SMOKIN' GUNNS ....scsccccssseseneseesereeesO) points 
Ma=THE NASTY BOYS wscccccscsrssccscsssseseccssessere- 46 points 
5—PG-13 sbaneandebasdqdsudhecudachotaabesbasedecansvedsonaul @ polnts 


AAA: AAA Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Cien Caras; 2—Konnan; 3—Octogon; 
4—Psicosis; 5—Rey Misterio Jr.; 6—Winners; 7—Lo Parka; 8—Heavy Metal; 9— 
Jerry Estrada; 10—Zibernetico. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rantulo; 1—Johnny Gunn; 2—Tito Santana; 3—Mr. 
Hughes; 4—Rick Martel; 5—Virgil; 6—Johnny Graham; 7—Lord Zolton; 8&—Mikey 
Whipwreck; 9—Glenn Osbourne; 10—Ubas, 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Greg Valentine; 1—Tito Santana; 2—Rick Martel; 
3—Joe Savoldi; 4—Scott Putski; 5—Tony Atlas; 6—Osamu Nishimura; 7—Johnny 
Gunn; 8—Metal Maniac; 7—Bastion Booger; 10—Jimmy Snuka. 

MTW: MTW Champion—Title Vacont; 1—Brod Armstrong; 2—Bruiser Bedlam; 
3—D-Lo Brown; 4—Bobo Brozil Jr; 5—Chris Carter; 6—Rock Stevens; 7—J.1. 
Lightning; 8—Johnny Paradise; 9—Ray Roberts; 10—Sean Casey. 


. PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—J.B. Trask; 2—Horace the Psychopath; 3— 


Charlie Norris; 4—Jerry Lynn; 5—The Mangler; 6—Lenny Lane; 7—Blacktop Bully; 
8—Nailz; 9—Dan Jesser; 10—Kamikaze Kid. 

PWF: PWF Champion—talian Stallion; 1—Austin Steele; 2—George South; 3— 
Madd Maxxine; 4—Tyrone Knox; 5—Star Ryder; 6—Cruel Connection Il; 7—Russian 
Assassin Il; 8—Randy Sledge; 9—Terry Austin; 10—Flaming Youth. 

WWA: WWA Champion—Jim McPherson; 1—Chris Evans; 2—Ed Atlas; 3—Chuck 
Sloon; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—Metal Maniac; 6—John Rotten; 7—Frank Finnegan; 
8—Akita Kaos; 9—Gus the Greek; 10—Gino Caruso. 

WWWA: WWWA Champion—Brutus Beefcake; 1—Rick Martel; 2—Glenn 
Osbourne; 3—Jim Neidhart; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—Harley Lewis; 6—Bobby Piper; 
7—Mr. Motion; &—The Zombie; 9—Derrick Domino; 10—Mad Russian. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 





So sad when the good go bad! The big news in the rat- 
ings right now (other than the turmoil involving the WCW 
World title) is that a host of fan favorites have decided to 
become rulebreakers. 

First, it was The Kid turning his back on his good pal 
Razor Ramon the day after the two had come so close to 
winning the WWF World tag team title from The Smokin’ 
Gunns at In Your House IV. Many thought Kid, when asked 
to be the guest referee for a Ramon-“Psycho” Sid Vicious 
match, would show favoritism toward the “Bad Guy.” 
Anything but! He pulled Sid out of Ramon’s attempted 
“Razor's Edge” and made a fast three-count on his “pal.” 

Before you judge Kid too fast, you should know that he was 
a rulebreaker in several independent federations before he joined 
the WWF as a fan favorite in 1993, Maybe Kid needs to be more 
aggressive to get his career back on track. Maybe a stint on our 
Most Hated list will be the cure for what ails him in the ring. 
Down in WCW territory, Lex Luger 
_ showed that maybe he was lying when 
he said upon his arrival in the federation 
in September that he didn’t care about 
alliances, only the WCW World title. If 
that were.true, why would he have allied 
himself with Kevin Sullivan and his 
Dungeon of Doom, as well as now- 
rulebreaking manager Jimmy Hart? 

If he only cared about the World 
title, why did he attack Hulk Hogan 
when the “Hulkster” was down and hurting at Halloween Havoc? 
And why did he do the same to Randy Savage a few minutes 
later after Jimmy Hart hit the “Macho Man” with the World belt? 
If Luger keeps up this type of behavior, he could be on his way to 
becoming the Most Hated Wrestler of the Year for 1996! 

And Sting might be the next one to catch the rulebreaking 
bug. He certainly seemed pretty chummy with Luger at the 
November 6 WCW Monday Nitro, and he wasn’t acting like 
the usual always-play-by-the-rules Sting when he refused to 
release Ric Flair from his Scorpion deathlock after he had 
beaten him by submission. We opted to knock him down a 
few notches on the Most Popular list for that. 





Lex Luger 





This ’n’ that ... These aren’t the best of times for Jerry 
Lawler. Noi only is his favorite WWF wrestler (other than him- 
self, of course), Dr. Isaac Yankem, struggling just to make it 
into the WWF top 10, but Lawler himself is no longer the top 
man in the USWA. He was overwhelmed by newcomer Ahmed 
Johnson in Memphis in early-November. Johnson, a WWF fan 
favorite, bodyslammed “The King” 10 times before pinning 
him. Look for Johnson, who some Texas fans might know from 
his days as Moadib in the Global Wrestling Federation, to enter 
the WWE pS 10 very soon, Any man who has the strength to 
bodyslam 568-pound Yokozuna must 
be destined for success. 

We're not ready to put either 
Terry Gordy or Mikey Whipwreck 
in our overall top 10 right now, even 
though they won the Smoky Moun- 
tain and ECW heavyweight titles, 
respectively, this fall. Gordy won his 
belt from Brad Armstrong by pin- 

3 ning Armstrong in a tag team match 
Mikey Whipwreck = and didn’t fare well in most of his 
one-on-one bouts with Brad in the weeks that followed. 
Manager Jim Cornette saved his title many times by inter- 
fering and getting Gordy disqualified when things got tough. 

In order to justify putting an independent star like Gordy 
in the overall top 10, we have to consider how he would do 
if matched up with others in the overall top 10. At this point 
in his career, would Gordy have much of a chance of beat- 
ing Bret Hart, Sting, Hulk Hogan, Diesel, or anyone of 
that caliber? We don’t think so. 

Whipwreck’s case is a bit different. He wrestled brilliantly 
when he beat The Sandman for the ECW belt in a ladder 
match, and the ECW fans love him. But again, someone like the 
5'7", 181-pound Whipwreck would have a hard time beating the 
Harts, Hogans, Diesels, and Stings of the wrestling world. 

Gotta run! If you have any thoughts or questions pertaining 
to the issues we have dealt with in this column or anything per- 
taining to our ratings in general, we always like to hear from 
you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. C] 





22 a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


| 
| 





Section compiled by Dave Rosenbaum 


he double-murder trial of former football great O.J. Simpson 

as the subject of thousands of hours of TV news magazine cov- 
erage. Guilty or innocent? A jury of 12 needed three hours to 
decide Simpson was not guilty. 

A jury of millions are having a more difficult time reaching a ver- 
dict on wrestling’s Battle of the Century: the WWF vs. WCW. 

For years, the WWF had it all: money, famous wrestlers, big TV con- 
tracts, pay-per-view extravaganzas, and recognition from the public as 
being the world’s leading wrestling federation. Nobody seemed to care 
that most wrestling fans felt WCW had superior athletes. 

But everything changed in the summer of 1994, when Hulk Hogan 
signed with WCW. Suddenly, WCW had the most famous wrestler in 
the world, and within months, the battle for high-powered talent was 
tipping in WCW's favor. 

Meanwhile, the WWF regrouped. Rather than getting into a bidding 
war for Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, Brutus 
Beefcake, and others, it became the choice of the “New Generation” — 
the home of quality wrestling rather than glitz, skits, and fireworks. 

Certainly, the plot had taken an incredible twist. So far, there hasn’t 
been a clear winner; a few observers say the WWF has done more with 
less talent than WCW has accomplished with superior talent. 

The battle continues. 

It was a fascinating year in both federations. In the WWF, Shawn 
Michaels started the year by winning the Royal Rumble and earning 
the WrestleMania XI shot at World champion Diesel. Diesel won, 
thanks to some misguided interference by Sid Vicious, and one day 


Q 995, America devoted its attention to the Trial of the Century. 


vision wrestling feast for fans, as 
WCW Monday Nitro went head- 
to-head with the WWF's estab- 
| lished Monday Night Raw. Both 
are aired at 9 p.m. Eastern time, 
| with Nitro on TNT and Raw on 
| the USA Network. The matchup 
| forced diehard wrestling fans to 
either make a choice between the 





a bee a \ = 
ioe. (mls 


1995 SAW the emergence of two | Or watch Raw at 9 p.m. and the 





giants. In WCW, The Giant—no, | feplay of Nitro at midnight. 
not Andre thé Giant’s son— | BUCA ie 
declared war on Hulk Hogan in | f} ! '= 

much the same way that Andre. did, 

by tearing a crucifix from around 


Hogan’s.neck. Although The Giant 
didn’t win the WCW World title 
from Hogan, his victory by DO at 
Halloween Havoc led to the title 
being held up and put up for grabs 
alt WCW World War III. In the 
WWF, Diesel continued to defy the 
critics who once called him an 
underachieving mid-carder. 


oie 








1995 SAW a Monday night tele- | 





two shows, program their VCRs, — 


| urging of Hogan himself. Flair, now | 


4k > 


later, Diesel and Michaels were again best friends. But the highlight of 
WrestleMania XI was former football star Lawrence Taylor’s stunning 
victory over Bam Bam Bigelow. 

As the year went on, Diesel solidified his hold on the World title while 
Bret Hart worked his way back into contention, Dean Douglas made his 
move to the WWF and held the Intercontinental title for about 10 minutes. 

In WCW, Hogan faced challenges on all fronts, and controversy 
arose when he failed to defend the belt once within a four-month peri- 
od. But he humbled Big Van Vader by getting up from Vader’s power 
bomb at Clash of the Champions XXX. Later in the year, a new Giant 
unleashed an attack on Hogan. The arrival of Lex Luger and the refor- 
mation of The Four Horsemen added to the WCW intrigue. 

While the fans and media were focusing their attention on the WWF 
and WCW, the independents were causing a stir. In Tennessee, a civil 
war broke out between the USWA, based in Memphis, and Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling, based in Knoxville. 

ECW, which runs most of its cards in the tiny ECW Arena under 
Interstate 95 in Philadelphia, escalated the sport’s violence to new 
heights with barbed-wire baseball bat matches, caning matches, and 
one scary match in which the building nearly caught fire. ECW went 
too far that time. 

And it’s a former ECW champion who might make the biggest 
impact on wrestling in 1996, Sabu is in WCW and impressing everyone 
with his daredevil tactics. There isn’t a wrestler or table safe from 
Sabu's wrath, 

When the final WCW vs. WWF tally is counted, Sabu might be the 
one who makes the biggest difference. 


| 1995 SAW ECW’s emergence as 
the most influential independent 
federation in the world. Not only 
did former ECW stars Sabu, Eddy 
| Guerrero, and Chris Benoit, sign 
with WCW (and Shane “Dean” 
Douglas with the WWF), but ECW 
| captured everyone’s attention with 
its unusually violent matches. It 
was nonstop no-holds-barred 
action in ECW, which presented an 
alternative form of wrestling to an 
alternative form of fan: one hungry 
for ultraviolence. And at times, it 


got downright scary. 


1995 SAW the return of Ric Flair 
and the reunion of The Four 
Horsemen. Flair, who lost a “loser- 
must-retire’” match to Hulk Hogan in 
October 1994, was reinstated by the 
WCW board of directors under the 


an enthusiastic rulebreaker, struggled | 
against Randy Savage, battled with 
lifelong friend Arn Anderson, and 
shocked the world with the reunion | 
of the Horsemen, this time consisting 
of Flair, Anderson, Brian Pillman, | 
and Chris Benoit. 








1995 SAW ALL THIS-AND MUCH, MUCH MORE ... 
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OH WHERE, OH WHERE, 0. J. VERDICT CONTEST WINNER INSIDE 
HAS OUR VADER GONE? . | 
Well, he may have been look- 
ing for work after WCW dumped 
him this fall. But it couldn’t be 


mack 0.4 SIMPSON! 


| ) YOU SEE, THEY DON’T 
WITH YOUR BABY TONIGHT, WITHOUT YOUR WWF TOMORROW REALLY HATE EACH OTHER. 
Jeff Jarrett Ue es of cynics with his rendition of “With My Baby Tonight” IT WAS JUST A COOKOUT 
: at WWF In Your House II in Nashville, (Reta pos G: A'S 0\9 See Va Oe 
| Tennessee, and shocked just about every- [RA Me Aca Dy. Beam COLO Oem Olen 4 
one by leaving the federation along with  [R''@2). (7 Vue Wo). ap on A Oe 
The Roadie later that night. Jarrett never WITH THE HOT DOG BUNS 
gave a specific reason for his departure, nor (7 Qis Uo) MeO cee WC Ca Le 
did he defend himself against charges that CHEATED IN SOFTBALL. 
he had lip-synched the song. When he did [MUO 20. 0ii F-(0) @iipo) 00 0 ot bee | 
return to wrestling in November, he was BUCKET OF SAUERKRAUT 
battling The Roadie (a.k.a. Jesse James (fe, :Me C00) Ge-9e 0 Vb ee 
Armstrong) in the USWA. WHOEVER CAME UP WITH 
‘THE IDEA OF SERVING 
|'WATERMELON SHOULD 
HAVE CONSIDERED THE 
CONSEQUENCES! 





LET'S SEE “BIG DADDY” KEEP 






HIS “COOL” THIS TIME! 


One of the highlights—+the highlight, to some—of § 
WrestleMania XI was when Diesel escorted top 
Baywatch babe Pamela Anderson (now the married > 
Pamela Lee) to the ring prior to the main event. Diesel 
maintained control of his senses long enough to defeat F 
former and future friend Shawn Michaels following a 
“jackknife” power bomb. a 





THE BEST EXAMPLE WECOULD ~ — =cea=s 
FIND OF A PICTURE NOTBEING ~ —_ - IF YOU BURN, 
WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS ee YOU WILL GET BURNED 
It looks great from Big Van Vader’s ~ a‘ | Karma—the philosophy that says 
standpoint. Hulk Hogan is in his grasp and oe. what goes around comes around—reared 
about to be power-bombed to the mat. It’s a Uae its ugly head this year. Terry Funk proba- 
| move that has seriously injured so many oS bly never considered the consequences 
other victims. But seconds after impact at : when he burned Cactus Jack—of Truth 
| Clash of the Champions XXX, the first or Consequences, New Mexico—with 
| time he was power-bombed, the “Hulkster” | - | his branding iron. But later in the year, 
shocked the world and tamed Vader by get- a -é. Jack tossed a burning chair, which had a 
| ting up and brushing himself off. The ic = . é . gasoline-soaked towel wrapped around 
ture that came a few frames later than this Mg. <4 daa { it, toward the ropes at ECW Arena, The 
one told the story. _— > tg... 1.5 towel flew off the chair and—with mys- 
ee tical aim—landed on Funk. Funk’s shirt 
and pants ignited, and a near-riot ensued. 
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“ARE YOU TRYING TO SAY YOU _ BASEBALL. THE GREAT 
ARE YOU TRYING TO SAY YOU | [ise bt 


In Baltimore Colts/Cleveland Browns clan- betek Set w ane Bee | 
destine fashion, Lex Luger snuck out of the. 


EVENING. TWO BROTHERS 
WWE after appearing at a card September 3 ne ENGLAND of en 


and shocked the wrestling world with his EACH OTHER OVER THE HEAD | 
appearance at WCW Monday Nitro on WITH BASEBALL BATS 


September 4. Even WWF tag team partner WRAPPED IN BARBED-WIRE. 


Davey Boy Smith didn’t know Luger was on 

the verge of leaving, although it’s unlikely he 

really cared. By that time, Smith had turned 

rulebreaker and Luger was still a fan favorite. 

= But not for long .. . Luger joined Kevin 

Sullivan, The Giant, Jimmy Hart, and The Yeti in an attack on Hulk Hogan at 
Halloween Havoc less than two months later. 


“WHO'S THE GREATEST INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION OF ALL-TIME? 
WHO’ S THE GREATEST INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION OF ALL-TIME?” 


When The Honky Tonk Man, the longest reign- 
ing WWE Intercontinental champion ever, had his 
reign ended by The Ultimate Warrior in 28 seconds 
at SummerSlam ’88, the two hardly ever crossed _ Sai Al 
paths again ... until the Warrior came out of retire- Ah, yes, there’s nothing quite like 
ment and faced Honky Tonk on July 22 in Las America’s game to bring families togeth- 
Vegas. Eight years did nothing to lessen the hostili- er. Take Jan and Axl Rotten, the feuding 
ty between the two wrestlers or the Warrior’s deter- _ former tag team partners who tried to set- 
mination to prove exactly who is the bestI-Ccham- tle their differences with a pleasant series 
# pion ever. The man with the face paint prevailed... of matches in ECW. “Take me out to the 
but it took longer this time. brawlgame ...” 





HE’S WHAT’S KNOWN 
AS A DEFAMATION OF 
When Jerry Lawler want- 
7°») ed to continue his assault on 
 =<4 Bret Hart’s family, he turned 
7 to his poison paint brush. 
Said Lawler, “I didn’t have 
enough ink to draw all of 
Helen Hart’s wrinkles.” 









'THERE’S A STORE ON BADSTREET 3 | | AND THE “DON’T-YOU-WISH-WE- 
THAT DOES MAKEOVERS? _ | HAD-NEVER-CROSSED-PATHS” 
For whatever reason, former Freebird AWARD FOR 1995 GOES TO... 


Michael Hayes resurfaced in the WWF as 
commentator Dok Hendrix. Hard to say 
why a man as famous as Hayes would 
want to. change his identity, but we have 
an idea it had something to do with the 
person standing next to him in this photo. 


Bam Bam Bigelow, who shoved 
Lawrence Taylor at the Royal Rumble 
and suffered one of the most embarrass- 
ing losses in wrestling history when he 
was pinned by the former All-Pro NFL 
linebacker at WrestleMania X1. 
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“| won't take my belt 
and hide, unlike some 
champions in this federa- 
tion.” 

—Sting, after winning 
the WCW U.S. belt 


“When | give my word 
to someone, like | did to 
Hogan, Sting, and 


Savage, | keep my word. 
They can trust me 100 per- 
cent.” 

—Lex Luger, speaking 
to Senior Edifor Bill Apter 
in “Press Conference,” 
PWI, January 1996 





“| wasn’t born with the 
name 11, you know.” 

—911, to Publisher Stu 
Saks, on the origin of his 
name 


Tin 
Wit 


dE 
Sit [Py | 


“So there | am, lying on 
the mat, and Jack’s other 
ear, my partner, is still 
attached to his body. | just 
can’t cut a break! And, you 
know, | was getting pretty 
attached fo that guy!” 

—Cactus Jack’s ear, 
from “If Cactus Jack’s 
Body Could Talk ...” PWI 
June 1995 


“Maybe he should write 
a song about it.” 

—A WWF fan favorite, 
on Jeff Jarrett’s sudden 
departure from the WWF 





“You'd better believe 
people can trust me, but 
more importantly, Hulk 
Hogan can trust me.” 
—Jimmy Hart, speaking to 
Senior Writer Dave Rosen- 
baum in “Hotseat,” Inside 
Wrestling, January 1995 


“PG-13 are like two 
naughty kids who deserve 
a good spanking. In fact, 
they should be caned like 
that kid in Singapore.” 

—Jerry Lawler 
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“Sabu nearly kills him- 


self by dragging himself | 


around the ring, spitting up 


~ — oo - 2 


wants me, he knows where 
to find me.” 

—Hulk Hogan, in his 
“Contract With America,” 
which appeared in The 
Wrestler, July 1995 


blood. Some people might av 


have said ‘Let him go! This 
is ECW!’ But no— begged 
and pleaded with the ref to 
stop the match. | care for 
this man like | cared for no 
other wrestler | have ever 
managed, and | knew Sabu 
wouldnt stop the match on 
his own. He just doesn’t 
know any better. He’s not 
that kind of man.” 

—Paul E. Dangerously 


“What | am sad to say, 
however, is that Mr. [Big 
Bubba] Rogers is, in lay- 
man’s terms, a basket case. 
Perhaps you might say that 
he doesn’t have both oars 
in the water.” 

—Dr. Sidney M. Basil, in 
his analysis of Big Bubba 
Rogers 


“You will never find me 
ducking any opponent or 
refusing to grant a match 
or rematch to a worthy 
contender. If an opponent 





“I’m wrestling the best 
competition in the world 
and never embarrassing 
myself. I'll never be satis- 
fied with anything less 
than the best. Man, any- 
body who thinks differently 


about me just doesn’t 


* know me.” 
—Dustin Rhodes, to 
Senior Writer Dave 


Rosenbaum in “Hotseat,” 
Inside Wrestling, May 
1995 


“Maybe Bret can see 
the sense in what I’m say- 
ing. | hope so, because I’m 
begging him. Bret, let 
Owen beat you. Let this 
thing just die:” 

—Helen Hart 


“Cornette is a snake. 
Always has been, always 


will be. Nothing can 
change that. | think it’s just 
a matter of time before he 
spews some of that venom 
our way!” 

—Robert Gibson, to 
then-partner Rick Morton 
on their alliance with Jim 
Cornette 
more 


“I’ve seen 


wrestling in five minutes 
than I’ve seen on pay-per- 
view in five years.” 

—Joey Styles, describ- 
ing an ECW match 
between Al Snow and 
Chris Benoit 





“Lawrence Taylor was 
the better man that night. 
He beat me once. That 
doesn’t make him a better 
wrestler than me!” 

—Bam Bam Bigelow, 
discussing his Wrestle- 
Mania XI loss to Lawrence 
Taylor with Senior Editor 
Bill Apter in “Hotseat,” 
Inside Wrestling, August 
1995 


“If you want to be a 
woman like me, show me 
what you can take.” 

—Woman, before can- 
ing Mikey Whipwreck 


“You’re old enough to 


be his mother!” 
—Joey Styles, in response 


“[Hacksaw] Duggan 
has a cauliflower face.” 
—Bobby Heenan 





“You're not even 
human. You‘re not even 
like an animal. At least 
they're loyal. You’re some- 
thing else entirely, like 
some kind of alien form!” 
—Bob Armstrong, to Jim 
Cornette 


“This is so great, I’m 

going to wait until after 
the match to get my first 
beer!” 
—An ECW fan, before the 
Tully Blanchard-Shane 
Douglas match that was 
later labeled by many 
fans as one of the dullest 
in ECW history 


“[Alex] Wright dances 
like a Chippendale dancer 
. without having the 
body of a Chippendale 
dancer.” 


—Bobby Heenan 


“Whatcha gonna do, 
‘Hulkster,’ when you‘re 
retired and nobody wants 
to talk to you? Huh? 
Whatcha gonna do when 
you're old and friendless?” 
—Brutus Beefcake, to 
Senior Editor Bill Apter in 
“Q & A,” The Wrestler, 
April 1995 





“There’s no way | was 
going to tear [the NWA 
belt] to shreds like that 
chump Shane Douglas did, 
although | must admit | 
admired the spirit of the 
act. But the worst that 
could happen is that | 
could have a little fun, cre- 
ate a little havoc, and 
maybe hurt some people. 
This was going to be a 


bad boy’s night out. 
Chances were that | was 
going to get disqualified 
somewhere along the way, 
but who cares! | don’t 
mind losing a match if | 
can seriously injure some- 
one along the way!” 
—Eddie Gilbert, on the 
NWA title tournament 


“You know something, 
brother, | heard a lot of 
snickering going on 
behind my back about The 
Renegade, and | don’t like 
it. He’s the man who’s 
going to lead ‘Hulk- 
amania’ info the 21st cen- 
tury!” 

—Hulk Hogan 


“Sometimes | feel like 
he’s taking advantage of 
me. Other times, he is so 
off the wall that | just don’t 





know what to do. But | can 
fell you this: If he keeps up 
this crazy stuff, I’m ready 
to cut James out of my 
will!” 

—Mama Cornette, on 
her son Jim’s use of her 
fortune 





oe 
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“| love violence. 
Watching it. Inflicting it. 
Even enduring it, if the 
mood is right.” 

—Woman, speaking to 
Managing Editor Dave 
Lenker in “Hotseat,” 
Inside Wrestling, February 
1995 


“Tag team drought? 
Kiss our butts!” 

—Brian Knobs, speak- 
ing to Senior Writer Eddie 
Ellner in “Hotseat,” Inside 
Wrestling, March 1995 


“| would never claim to 
be the toughest, and 
nowadays the last thing | 
would claim to be is the 
most popular. But | think as 
far as work ethic is con- 
cerned, there aren‘t many 

uys who have worked 
border than | have.” 

—Shawn Michaels, 
after an altercation with 
10 men outside a night- 
club in Syracuse, New 


York 
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COMPROMISING POSITIONS, 
rar PARTI. ; 

Madd Maxxine beat just about 
every man in the North Carolina- 
based PWE this year. Her looks alone 
would be enough to make a lot of 





guys scream in terror! 
















PRELUDE TO A KISS? 

- The focus of the general media 
was on former football great 
| Lawrence Taylor at the pre- 
WrestleMania XI press confer- 
ence, but former tag team partners 
Diesel and Shawn Michaels 
| grabbed their share of attention by 
going nose-to-nose in a heated 
argument. Who would have 
| guessed that weeks later Michaels 
and Diesel would be best friends 


again? 
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, 
THAT’S THE GREATEST, 
THE GREATEST, AND 
THE GREATEST 

Muhammad Ali, Ric Flair, and 
= 4) Antonio Inoki were among those 
who showed up for two nights of 
wrestling in North Korea in April. 
fe 6 Lhe two shows drew a total of 
™™ 340,000 fans. 





COMPROMISING POSITIONS, 


nl 





PART II 


It appears that Sherri Martel and 
Col. Parker spent so much time hating 
each other that they didn’t realize they 
loved each other. Sherri was the first 
to cast her eye on the Colonel, and 
when he finally stopped resisting, 
WCW had its latest love match. But 
the “families” didn’t approve. Harlem 
Heat tried to keep Sherri away from 
Parker, while Dick Slater and 
Bunkhouse Buck tried to keep Parker 
away from Sherri. In the end, love 
conquered all. How sweet. 





JUST BECAUSE OF THIS, 
-SOME SPECIAL INTEREST 
PARENTS GROUP FORCED 
TOYS ’R’ US TO STOP | 
SELLING PLASTIC 
DINOSAUR TOYS 


It looks like Cactus Jack dipped 

ay into his toy chest to find just the 
",.| tight weapon for poking out Axl 
«aq Rotten’s eye. The madman from 
“<8 «Truth or Consequences, New 
1 “S| Mexico, has never seen a foreign 


object he didn’t like. a. 2 : 7.6 [6] 
E ALWAYS TRUST YOUR 
AND WE THOUGHT JIM CORNETTE ‘FIRST INSTINCT 
WAS IGNORING THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
No stranger to ambushes, Hulk 


In a forthright “Hotseat” interview in the | Hogan was a suspicious man when 
December 1995 issue of Inside Wrestling, the Dungeon of Doom attacked 
Jim Del Ray and Tom Prichard complained §him—but not Lex Luger—at the 
of being ignored by manager Jim Cornette | September 11 WCW Monday Nitro. 
and said, “We’re tired of being treated like Luger eventually convinced Hogan 
garbage.” Well, Cornette proved his everlast- that he had nothing to do with the 
ing devotion like only Jimbo can, by interfer- ambush and agreed to team with the 
* #4 ing in several matches and helping the  “Hulkamaniacs” at Fall Brawl’s “War 
£1 Bodies win both the SMW and USWA tag Games.” Weeks later, however, 
titles this summer. Here, he shoves an ether- | Hogan and Randy Savage’s initial 
soaked rag into the face of “Dirty White | suspicions proved to be true, and 
Boy” Tony Anthony, who appeared to have © Hogan again ended up looking like a 
Del Ray pinned. man who’s just too trusting. 











BEHIND EVERY 
GREAT WOMAN, 
THERE’S A 
WHINING MAN 

You knew them in 
the independents as 
Tammy Fytch and Chris 
Candido. You know 
them in the WWE as 
Bodydonnas Sunny and 


Skip, but one thing |. i 7 4 . 

hasn’t changed. Sunny/ . 4 i BODYSHAPING 

Fytch is still the brains FAR i; == The shapely cast of the popular ESPN2 workout 

behind this operation, sa aA show would undoubtedly have nothing to do with 

while Skip/Candido has PM" fame rn Pennsylvania Championship Wrestling’s Chef D.Z. 

yet to grow up and stop /AeaMnBEZe tee te Gillespie, who delighted in offering high-fat, high- 

acting like a baby. [eH aes calorie chocolate chip cookies to the tag team Double 
bese = Delight. Yummy! They obviously care not about their 

weight. 
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K THE YEAR IN REVIEW 


Ree Ss "95.. 





WUE 


2 is the number of Monday night wrestling programs on 
national cable TV: the WWF's Monday Night Raw on USA and 
WCW Monday Nitro on TNT, 

4 is the number of times, Razor Ramon has held the WWF 
Intercontinental title, a record. 

$14.95 was the cost to watch each of the In Your House 
cards, the WWF's cut-rate, two-hour pay-per-view events. 

10 minutes, 55 econds give or take a few minutes, was 
how long Dean Douglas’ WWF Intercontinental title reign last- 
ed. Douglas was handed the belt by Shawn Michaels on 
October 22 and prompily lost his first defense against Razor 
Ramon that same night. 





30 days was the length of Bam Bam Bigelow’s suspension 
for shoving football player Lawrence Taylor at the Royal 
Rumble. 

38 minutes, 45 seconds was how long Shawn Michaels, the 
first man into the ring, lasted to win the 1995 Royal Rumble. 

51 years was the age of Antonio Inoki when he defeated 
Sting in Tokyo in January, and Ric Flair in North Korea in April. 

60 minutes of nothing is what wrestling fans got if they tuned 
in to NBC on June 4 expecting to watch the Shawn Michaels- 
Diesel and Bam Bam Bigelow-Lawrence Taylor matches from 
WrestleMania XI. Network sources said a final deal was never 
worked out, but a WrestleMania special did air later on Fox. 

113 was the consecutive number of days Jeff Jarrett went 
without wrestling alter he left the WWF in July because of “cre- 
ative differences.” He returned to action in the USWA on 
November 13. 

$500 was the amount of the fine levied against Mike 
Anthony for attacking the handicapped man who was present- 
ing to him the Windy City Wrestler of the Year plaque. 

$500 was the amount Italian Stallion was fined for striking 
referee Jamie Tucker on July 1 in Marion, North Carolina. It 
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was also the amount of the collection taken up by fans to pay 
the fine for Stallion. 

$1,000 was the amount Tommy Rich got fined for piledriving 
USWA referee Bill Rush after a match on April 3 in Memphis. 

$1,500 was the total amount of fines Pro Wrestling 
Federation officials levied against Madd Maxxine during the 
calendar year. 

$5,000 was the amount Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling’s “Mean” Mark Mest was fined for power-bombing 
referee Rich Ash following his match with Troy Mest (his brother] 
on August 16. 

$10,000 and 5 years probation was the sentence handed 





down to Crush after he pleaded no-contest to 11 counts of 
drugs and weapons charges. He had been arrested on March 
13, 1995, in Kona, Hawaii, after narcotics officers found 500 
units of anabolic steroids and unregistered semi-automatic guns 
at his home, 

$10,000 was the amount fined Bret Hart for refusing fo 
release his brother Owen from his “sharpshooter” leglock after 
he beat him by submission on February 3 in Montreal. 

$15,000 was the total amount fined Mabel and Dean 
Douglas for attacking Shawn Michaels and The Undertaker after 
a September 25 tag team match. 

340,000 fans (approximately) was the total attendance for 
two nights of wrestling at Mayday Stadium in Pyongyang, 
North Korea, in late-April. 

$10,000,000 was the approximate amount former prelimi- 
nary wrestler Chuck Austin settled for in his lawsuit against the 
WWF. Austin, who was partially paralyzed after Marty Jannetty 
used a “Rocker Dropper” on him in a 1991 match, had been 
awarded $26.7-million by a federal jury in 1994, but agreed 
on the $10-million settlement shortly before the case was to be 
heard by an appellate court. 


_ COMPROMISING POSITIONS, PARTS Ill AND IV 
| While hoe epee! aia 


| “right ee Hollywood, love 
| matches were popping up _ 


™ all: over in wrestling. — 
ie Tommy Dreamer loves . 
Luna (although earag 


= = ey | knows. if Luna loves — 
) 3 a Tommy), while referee — 
a Bill Alfonso and wrestler 
‘Seevie Richards made for 


LET'S SEE, STANLEY BLACKBURN IN THE AWA, JIM CROCKETT IN 


THE NWA, JACK TUNNEY IN THE WWF, NOW NICK BOCKWINKEL 
IN WCW, AND GORILLA MONSOON IN THE WWF. OH, YOU MEAN 
EVERY PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES? 

Dubious presidential candidate and two- | | 
time former WWF World champion Bob | 
Backlund made intellectual demands of any | qWyya 
child who asked him for an autograph: The | “#4 
poor kid first had to recite the name of every | 
U.S. President ... in order. One thing’s for 
sure: After the 1996 elections, the name Colin 
Powell won’t be on the list. And neither will 
the name Bob Backlund. . 





~ IT’S A GUARDIAN "ANGELL 
— a NO, IT’S A BIG BUBBA ROGERS! — 
ied) | «9 Ever wonder why people didn’t realize 
el. ‘Su 


Superman was Clark Kent, even though the 
Pe only difference between the two was that Kent 
<u oe glasses? well, you'd be hard pressed to 


arance among Big. 


| Bubba Rogers, The: rGunsdiaat Angel, Big ‘ 


§ || Bossman, The Boss, oe Ts 
bith I they're all one and the same, 


HE’D MAKE A GREAT RIDE 
AT UNIVERSAL STUDIOS 


The Master of Natural Disasters is 
Shark, who went under the name 
Earthquake in the WWF, then 
changed it to Avalanche when he 
joined WCW before finally settling 
on Shark. Hey, it’s a free country. 








GOOD IDEA, ARN. EVERYBODY 
WHO PAID $27-95 FOR THE PAY- 
PER-VIEW WISHES THEY HAD 
PAILS OVER THEIR HEADS, TOO 

One of the lowlights of the WCW 
Uncensored pay-per-view on March 
19 (and there were quite a few!) was a 
boxer vs. wrestler match featuring two 
wrestlers: Johnny B. Badd in boxing 
gloves, and Arn Anderson in 
wrestling attire. Badd, the boxer/ 
wrestler, defeated Anderson, the 
wrestler/wrestler, in rather convincing 
fashion. 3 





“DON'T COOK 
MY STEAK, 
WAITER. I'LL 
=| JUST HEAD ON 
» | OVER TO THE 
» | MEAT FREEZER 
a Ve * AND SUCK ON 
> jets) THAT HANGING 
oe a] CARCASS!” 

[t turned out that 
offbeat but sensa- 
| tional high-flying 
wrestler Sabu not only has an unusual 
wrestling style, he also has unusual eat- 
ing habits, too. But this high-protein 
diet didn’t keep Sabu from making 
quite an impact in 1995. The former 
ECW heavyweight champion stormed 
WCW, destroyed just about everyone 
(and every table) he saw, and by the end 
of the year was well-positioned for a 
run at either the World or U.S. titles. 
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*Alundra Blayze su!- (i 
fered a broken nose and |uammee 







missed several weeks of 
action after getting 
attacked and kicked in 
the face by Bertha Faye 
on April 3 in Pough- 
keepsie, New York. 

¢Frank Blues of the 
Superstars Wrestling 
Association suffered a 
concussion and partial 
amnesia during a July 
22 match in Quebec. 

*Sean Casey broke 
his collarbone during 
an August 26 match 
against “Handsome” Frank 
Stalletto. 

*Diesel underwent elbow 
surgery as the result of 
injuries inflicted by a 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious power 
bomb at the May 14 In Your 
House pay-per-view. Bone 
chips were removed from 
his right elbow during the 
surgery, which was per- 
ed by noted surgeon 
Dr. James Andrews. 

¢Dozer, a North Carolina 
independent wrestler, dislo- 
cated his shoulder during an 
August 26 tag team match. 

¢Tommy Dreamer dislo- 
cated two fingers on his right 
hand when he got involved 
in a brawl with Raven fol- 
lowing a Beulah McGillicutty 
vs. Luna Vachon match on 
June 18. 

*Golem the Giant broke 
his left wrist during a Nor- 
thern Championship Wrest- 
ling match on May 13 in 


The Kid 
Quebec and missed five 
months. 

*Road Warrior Hawk 
suffered a hyperextended 
right elbow when Kurasawa 
bent back the elbow during 
a WCW tag feam match on 
August 6. 

°Billy Jack Haynes sut- 

red a concussion when he 
was thrown from the ring by 
Tommy Rich during an 
August 20 USWA match in 
Nashville. 

eHulk Hogan suffered 
unspecified injuries to his 
neck when he had the neck 
twisted by The Giant at Fall 
Brawl on September 17 in 
Asheville, North Carolina. 
He did not miss any matches, 
but had to wear a neck 
brace for several weeks. 

eHombre de Oro of the 
Slammers Wrestling Fed- 
eration underwent knee 
surgery after getting attacked 
by Dynamite D on May 7 in 
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Sun Valley, California. 

The Kid suffered neck 
injuries after being thrown 
from the ring and double- 
teamed by Jeff Jarrett and 
The Roadie during a tag 
feam match on April 24. 
He reaggravated an 
injury he had suffered on 
April 3 and was out for 
three weeks. 
| @Billy Marshall of All- 

State Wrestling suffered 

back and neck injuries 
after the top rope broke 
during a July 6 match 
and he was sent flying to 
the floor. 

eShawn Michaels suf- 
fered a concussion and vari- 
ous other injuries to his head 
and face when he and sev- 
eral other WWF wrestlers 
were involved in an alterca- 
tion outside a bar in Sy- 
racuse, New York, on 
October 15. Michaels was 
forced to forfeit the 
Intercontinental title 
to Dean Douglas 
eight day later. 
Also, on April 3, 
Michaels suffered 
back injuries after 

etting ower- 

Sombes : three 
times by “Psycho” 
Sid Vicious and 
was out of action 
for six weeks. 

°Taz suffered a 
disk damage in his 
neck after being |) 
piledrived by 2 E 
Cold Scorpio on 





Pit Bull Il vs. Rocco Rock 


July 20. He had not re- 
turned to action at press 
time. 

eHarley Race sustained 
a broken hip in an automo- 
bile accident in January. 

*Rocco Rock of Public 
Enemy suffered an injury to 
his nose during an April 28 
ECW match when one of 
The Pit Bulls hit him with a 
spinning kick to the face. 
He did not miss any action. | 

*Robert Roma missed 
three months after suffered 
joint damage to his shoul- 
der and tearing a muscle in 
his neck during a January 
21 AIWF match. 

*Sabu suffered a 
cracked tailbone on Sep- 
tember 7 after flipping to a 
concrete floor during a tag 
team match in Omiya, 
Japan. He disobeyed doc- 
tors’ orders and continued 
to wrestle. 


“a 


“DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE VS. DAVE SULLIVAN, 
WITHOUT THE MUSCLES 
Wrestlers tend to be fond of participating in sports other ahi their own, 
and this year Sra WEEStEDE Boats were staged on two fronts. In WCW, 


mj Dallas Page took on all comers, relied — 


on outside interference from Max 


Muscle, and finally lost to arch-rival | 
Dave Sullivan at The Great American _| 


H Bash. In the WWF, skinny ring 
"| announcer Howard Finkel and fam-_— 





| ished manager Harvey Wippleman | 


. = ; | had their own Clash of the Titans, 
* | with Finkel “outmuscling” Bertha 
ee") Faye’s leading man. 


GREAT CITY RIVALRIES: NEW YORK VS. LOS ANGELES. LONDON VS. | 





PARIS. ROME VS. BARCELONA: AND NOW, MEMPHIS VS. KNOXVILLE 


If that last entry doesn’t get your juices flowing, 
then you missed the war within the state (it’s actually 
still going on!), the Tennessee civil war between the 
USWA and SMW. Neither side proved to be a gra- 
cious host when one visited the other, with match- 
makers from the USWA interfering in SMW matches 
and SMW referees breaking the rules in USWA 
matches. Members of each federation did everything 
possible to sabotage the other, and the feud seemed 
to empower non-wrestlers. Here SMW referee Mark 
Curtis pummels an already bloody Randy Hales, the 
USWA’s chief matchmaker. 





ONE DAY LATER, THEY WERE 

TERRORIZING A BUNCH OF OLD 

LADIES PLAYING SHUFFLEBOARD 

Showing absolutely no respect for the 
elderly, Ric Flair and Arn Anderson eagerly | 
beat up on Angelo Poffo, Randy Savage's | 
70-year-old father, at Slamboree 95, The 
result, of course, was a feud between Savage | 
and Flair, in which Flair eagerly beat up on | 
the not-so-“Macho Man” for a while, then [~ 
Bot Sues a number Be times himself. 





TEACHER OF THE YEAR? 
DON’T BET ON IT 

Dean Douglas, formerly Shane Douglas, entered 
the WWF as a rulebreaking teacher with an attitude. 
He learned a lesson in humility when he was award- 
ed the Intercontinental title by forfeit (via Shawn 
Michaels) and lost his first defense to Razor Ramon. 
In case you’re wondering, yes, Douglas does have 
teaching experience. 





“WE BOW OUR HEADS IN 
THIS MOMENT OF SILENCE 
FOR ... OURSELVES” 

It wasn’t the first time, but in 
1995, long-time Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express teammates Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson went their separate 
ways. It figures to be only a matter of 
time before Morton and Gibson real- 
ize, once again, that they’re better off 
together than apart. One problem, 
though: Morton is a fan favorite in 
various Tennessee independents, 
while Gibson recently joined Jim 
Cornette’s Militia as a rulebreaker. 










| no wrestler 


we more sym- 

| A LIFE SENTENCE oe the 
seo Vip | GOOG Suy- 
WHO TURN BAD! | gone-bad 
than Brutus 


“The sputeherine Zodiac With No 
Name” Beefcake. Beefcake ended 1994 
by losing to former best friend Hulk 
Hogan, and in 1995 showed incredible 
chutzpah by begging the “Hulkster” for 
forgiveness. It was a transparent gesture 
that Hogan intelligently rejected. When 
that didn’t work, he reinvented himself 
again as The Zodiac. We had a good 
time with Beefcake and abused him 
every chance we got in PW and its sis- 
ter publications. We even put him 
behind bars, 
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AND HOW COULD WE IGNORE ... THE TRIAL 
OF THE CENTURY 
It just made fiscal sense for PRO WRESTLING 
Sd ai = 2 ILLUSTRATED and its sister publications to capitalize on 
My > | 82 ~~) the O.J. Simpson trial. Heck, everybody else did. So 
+ ay CCE we got into the act first by asking wrestlers to offer 
ry ‘4 Opinions as to whether or not Simpson was guilty, and 
Var J later with one of the most offbeat stories we’ve ever 
published: “O.J. On Trial: The Movie Version,” in 
| which various wrestling personalities played the parts 
L of Judge Lance Ito (Mr. Fuji), Marcia Clark (Sister 
Shen) Kato Kaelin 1 (Brian Pillman), Mark Fuhrman (Paul Orndorff), F. Lee 
Bailey (Bob Backlund), Rosa Lopez (Fabulous Moolah), Johnnie Cochrane 
(Slick), and, of course, the Juice himself (Ron Simmons). 



















DOES THIS MEAN HULK AND HIS 





FRIENDS GET A RAISE? 
As if Ted Turner didn’t have enough money | 


already. This year, Turner cut a deal to merge Turner | 
Broadcasting with Time Warner Inc. (That’s Time }y 
Warner Chairman Gerald Levin with Turner.) When | 
the deal is finalized sometime this year, WCW will j= 
become part of the world’s largest media company at 





annual revenues of $18.7-billion. The merger puts WCW under the same corporate — 


banner as Time magazine, Warner Brothers Studios, Time Warner Cable, 
Warner/Elektra/Atlantic Records, Sports Illustrated, People Weekly, and, of course, all 
the companies that had been under the TBS banner. 


| AND WASN'T THE WORLD JUST WAITING FOR ... 
.. WCW Uncensored? 
.. Goldust? _ . 
... two live wrestling shows on Monday night at the same time when there’ S 
only about 100 open hours on the schedule? 
... tWo pay-per-views almost every month? 
.. Steve McMichael? 
.. closeups of Bertha Faye’s legs? 
.. Col. Parker and Sister Sherri in romantic bliss? 





1996 SHOULD BE THEIR YEAR 


) Eddy Guerrero The Kid 


The Giant 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Rey Misterio Jr. 





John Ayres 
Art Barr 
Adrien Baillargeon 


Jerry “Crusher” Blackwell 


Tlio DiPaolo 
Eddie Gilbert 
Killer Karl Krupp 
Treach Phillips 


Chuck “Popeye” Richards 


John Studd 
Jay York 


MISSING IN ACTION 





Bryant Anderson 
Salvatore Bellomo 
B. Brian Blair 
Scott Bowden 
Jim Brunzell 
Keith & Kent Cole 
Steven Dane 
Damian Demento 
Dink 
Troy Graham 
Brian Lee 
Mantaur 
Iceman Parsons 
Man Mountain Rock 
Paul Roma 
“Playboy” Buddy Rose 
Lance Storm 
Nikolai Volkoff 
Timothy Well 





Devon Storm ‘ 













most exciting, dramatic, and controversial 

w years, and PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
brought all that excitement, drama, and con- | 
troversy to you. Of course, readers created 
plenty of excitement themselves. More than 
70,000 helped to choose the 11 winners of 
the 1995 Achievement Awards. 

Alex Wright rebounded from a shaky start 
to capture Rookie of the Year honors. Among 
the runners-up were a woman, Madd Max- 
xine, and a retired football great, Lawrence 
Taylor. What happened to The Renegade? 
seems that although he won the WCW TV 
belt in 1995, voters were convinced It was a 
fluke. 

Fans had no problem choosing Barry 
Horowitz as Inspirational Wrestler of the Year. 
Also receiving strong consideration were the 
legendary Antonio Inoki and the wild Sabu, who offered inspiration 
of a different sort. 

Readers were less than thrilled, however, with the choices for 
Manager of the Year. Jim Cornette won in a walk, but many believed 
it was a pretty lame year for managers. They were right. 

The year was anything but lame for Shawn Michaels, who cap- 
tured Most Popular honors, was first runner-up for Wrestler of the 
Year, and was involved in the Match of the Year with Diesel. 
Michaels has participated in the Match of the Year three straight 
years. 

To know Jerry Lawler is to loathe him, say our readers. This Most 
Hated monarch was “King” of nothing in 1995. Voters were also dis- 
mayed with a man they once considered a hero, Davey Boy Smith. 

From broadcaster back to wrestler—that was “Macho Man” 
Randy Savage's big Comeback in 1995. He didn't win big, though. 
One of the runners-up was The Ultimate Warrior, who five years ago 
was one of the most celebrated men in the sport. 

When fans voted Diesel Most Improved Wrestler for 1994, they 
may not have realized just how improved he was. The WWF World 
champion capped off a terrific 1995 by winning Wrestler of the Year 


K N 1995, WRESTLING enjoyed one of its 
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honors. His buddy Shawn was a fairly close 
second, but this year, Diesel was the man. 
He left us asking “Vinnie Who’?" 

Any team that wins four WCW World tag 
team titles in less than 12 months is going to 
get serious consideration for Tag Team of the 
| Year. Harlem Heat received more than con- 
| sideration, they won the award, but not by a 
| huge margin. The Steiners came back from 
| Japan to capture a runner-up spot. 
| “Diamond” Dallas Page did win Most 
Improved by a comfortable margin, making a 
successful transition from manager to wres- 
tler. Harlem Heat got a mention here, too; 
| they were second runner-up. Booker T and 

Stevie Ray also were first runners-up for 
| Feud of the Year, thanks to their thunderous 
| confrontations with The Nasty Boys. 

lan and Ax! Rotten’s violent and bloody 
ECW war wasn't nationally televised, but it did get international 
attention, so no surprise it was voted Feud of the Year. Hey, in one 
match they taped shards of glass to their fists. That's a brotherly 
feud! 

For the second time in three years, neither Hulk Hogan nor Ric 
Flair won an Achievement Award. They once dominated these hon- 
ors, but this year, they were only runners-up (Hulk in Popular and 
Wrestler, Flair in Feud). One must begin to ask: Will it soon be time 
for these two great athletes to step aside? You know what their 
answers are. 

sting deserves a special mention. The “Stinger” didn't win a big 
prize, but the WCW U.S. champion was first runner-up in the Most 
Popular balloting and second runner-up in Wrestler voting. There is 
no doubt that he is still a major force in this sport. 

Finally, this year's Editors’ Award goes to Rick Steamboat. For 
18 years, “The Dragon” fought the good fight with courage, honor, 
and intensity. Forced to retire due to injury, Steamboat remains an 
inspiration to fans who remember that he never took the rulebreak- 
ers’ route. 

The only thing left to do is turn the page ... and enjoy. 


& MARCH/1996 a 35 


TA z IE EMENT, 


36 a “PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED A 





HEN ALEX WRIGHT arrived in 
WCW, he immediately began to 
establish himself as a candidate for a top 
award alright: Most Annoying Wrestler of the 
Year. Fans and wrestlers alike were turned 
off by the manner in which “Das Wunder- 
kind" danced around the ring both before 
and after matches. He came in with a lot of 
good press, but he began squandering it on 
his first day. 

Several months later, however, it be- 
came evident that Wright was indeed one 
talented wrestler. His aerial style was effec- 
tive and exciting. And a few months after he 
arrived in WCW, he killed the dance routine. 
In his first pay-per-view appearance, at 
Starrcade ‘94, he defeated Jean-Paul 
LeVeque (a.k.a. Hunter Hearst Helmsley). 
His defeat of Brian Pillman at The Great 
American Bash proved he belonged in 
WCW, and though he lost to then-TV cham- 
pion Arn Anderson at Slamboree, Wright 
demonstrated he was a contender for cham- 
pionship gold. 

Solid showings against men like Sabu, 
Dean Malenko, and Chris Benoit further but- 
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tress the arguments of those fans who voted 
Wright Rookie of the Year. 

“| thought Wright was just a pretty boy 
when he came to WCW,” wrote Sandra 
Olson of Macon, Georgia. “But | ended up 





voting for him. He deserves the honor more 
than anyone else.” 

Even Ric Flair, who nearly lost to Wright 
several times in '95, was eager to praise the 
rookie. 

“He still has a long way to go,” Flair said, 
“but there’s a lot of promise there. He’s got 
the stuff. He’s on his way to becoming a 
major player in WCW.” 

For that, Wright gives a lot of credit to his 
father, former pro wrestler Stephen Wright. 
“My father was always able to give me real- 
ly good advice without pushing me,” Alex 
said. “| am able to handle what happens in 
the ring so much better because of what he 
taught me.” 

Wright added that he was determined 
not to become a victim of the sophomore 
jinx. One wrestler, who was a victim of 
Wright's stunning moonsault, doesn’t think 
that is going to happen either. 

“| can't stand the guy,” he offered, “but | 
know that somewhere down the road, I’m 
going to have to deal with him, and so are a 
lot of other guys.” 

Wright can deal with that. 








SGT. CRAIG PITTMAN 
15,219 votes 

First runner-up: The former Marine 
brought his peculiar brand of discipline to 
WCW, and so far he has had success with it. 
Opponents cringe at the thought of being put in 
Pittman’s “Code Red" armbar, and they 
respect the fact that he is well-schooled in the 
basics. A feud with fellow former Marine Cobra 
promises to enliven Pittman’s second year. 





LAWRENCE TAYLOR 
12,995 votes 

Second runner-up: We already know 
Taylor is the greatest linebacker in the history 
of professional football, but we didn't know he 
could wrestle ... until this year. Okay, he’s no 
Lou Thesz, but LT was solid in his victory over 
Bam Bam Bigelow at WrestleMania. We sus- 
pect that if he ever takes to the ring full-time, 
he'd do very well indeed. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (17,425) 





MADD MAXXINE 
5,230 votes 
Third runner-up: Maxxine became only 
the third woman to be included in the “PWI 
500." She deserved the distinction; the fear- 
some 5'9", 195-pound rulebreaker has beaten 
almost every man in North Carolina’s PWF. 
Maxxine’s unexpected success has made her 
a prime target, but foes first will have to figure 
out a way to counter her effective choke-slam. 





Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: The Renegade, The Gargoyle, 






Colorado Kid, and Ubas. 
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NE YEAR AGO, Barry Horowitz was 

having a hard time inspiring even him- 
self. Caught in the dreaded WWF shuffle, 
Horowitz was stuck at the very bottom of the 
rankings, and his prospects definitely did not 
look good. His chances of rising above pre- 
lim status in the WWF looked bleak. 

Clearly, much has happened since then, 
enough to make our readers vote Horowitz 
Inspirational Wrestler of the Year. 

‘I'm so proud of Barry!” gushed Lisa 
Jourdan of Palo Alto, California. “He’s a win- 
ner. He's really making a name for himself in 
the WWF now, and the way he did it is very 
inspiring to a lot of us who love a good 
underdog story.” 

The good things started happening for 
Horowitz when Chris “Skip” Candido came 
to the WWF. Accompanied by his cohort 
Tammy “Sunny” Fytch, Skip decided to 
make Horowitz his first casualty in what he 
hoped would be a quick rise to the top. Barry 
didn't cooperate, though, and scored a big 
upset over Skip at a TV taping on June 28. 
As Skip was doing pushups and showing off, 
Horowitz rolled him up and pinned him. He 


16,126 votes 

First runner-up: |n 1995, Sabu expand- 
ed the definition of the term “wrestling hurt.” 
He broke several vertebrae in an ECW match 
against Chris Benoit this spring, then wrestled 
two weeks later wearing a neck brace. Then 
he cracked his tailbone in a match in 
September and took no time off! Disagree 
with his tactics, but admire his dedication! 
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22,361 votes 








followed that up with another victory over 
Skip a few weeks later. For that match, Skip 
said all Horowitz had to do was last 10 min- 
utes without getting pinned and he'd be the 


| i A ‘ia | 


ANTONIO INOKI 
14,237 votes 

Second runner-up: The Japanese 
legend continues to amaze. Over the past 18 
months, he has defeated Lord Steven Regal, 
Sting, and Ric Flair, the victory over Flair 
coming last April in front of 190,000 fans in 
North Korea. For a 52-year-old man, even 
one of Inoki’s caliber, these are remarkable 
accomplishments. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (9,312) 


winner. Mission accomplished for Horowitz. 

He proved the first two wins were no 
flukes when he pinned Skip at Summer- 
Slam. In very dramatic fashion, at the most 
important card of the summer, Horowitz 
went from being one of the WWF's biggest 
losers to one of its most celebrated and pop- 
ular winners. 

“What's inspiring to me,” wrote Abdul 
Mohan of Tampa, Florida, “is how Barry 
Stayed around so long without giving up. 
When the chance came, he was ready to 
take advantage of it.” 

Fans have rewarded Horowitz for his 
persistence by proudly sporting T-shirts with 
his likeness on them and by cheering him on 
as he attempts to prove that he belongs 
among the big boys. He’s now trying his 
hand at tag team wrestling with Hakushi as 
his partner. 

When Skip heard that Horowitz had won 
this award, he vowed his foe would not 
inspire anyone else at his—Skip’s—ex- 
pense. If Horowitz keeps winning, you can 
be sure he'll continue to be an inspiration to 
a lot of people. 


Ah um 


DAN SEVERN 
12,109 votes 

Third runner-up: For those who won- 
der whether wrestlers really have any guts, 
Severn had an answer: Stop wondering! By 
winning Ultimate Fight Championship V, 
Severn, the NWA champion, proved to the 
skeptics that pro wrestlers are the toughest 
athletes alive. Terrific wrestler, tremendous 
all-around athlete, that’s Dan Severn. 





Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Bob Backlund, Diesel, Bret Hart, Hulk Hogan, 
Jeff Jarrett, Lawrence Taylor, Luna Vachon, and Savio Vega. 
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ANAGING WAS SUPPOSED to be 

“Diamond” Dallas Page's specialty— 
his only specialty. So when he decided to 
begin competing as a wrestler full-time a few 
years back, well, it looked like a bad move. 
After a few months, it looked like an even 
worse move; Page just didn’t look like a 
wrestler. 

Eventually, though, Page became more 
than a wrestler, he became a champion. In 
the process, he became Most Improved 
Wrestler of the Year for 1995. 

“For a guy who used to do nothing but 
talk, talk, talk,” wrote Brenda Parmalee of 
Houston, “Page has come a long way.” 

He certainly has. Page’s repertoire in- 
cludes several different suplexes and a few 
nifty flying moves. He's also a rugged, coura- 
geous brawler, and his stamina has improved 
greatly. Perhaps most important, he also pos- 
sesses a finishing maneuver: an excellent 
version of the DDT that he calls the “Diamond 
Cutter.” 

In a sense, his success should come as no 
surprise. As manager of Badd Company in the 
AWA, and later The Freebirds, Page proved 


OF THE YEAR 


“DIAMOND” 


DALLAS PAGE 


= 21,919 votes 








himself an excellent instructor, as well as a fine 
Strategist. Now he’s merely using for himself 
what he had tried to impart to others. 


“Page always liked to brag that he was so 
great,” wrote Carl Belinda of Ames, lowa. “Now 
he’s starting to back up his boasts. About time.” 

He has backed them up with wins over 
Dave Sullivan, Hacksaw Duggan, Alex 
Wright, and Johnny B. Badd, and especially 
with his TV title victory over The Renegade at 
Fall Brawl. 

“It doesn’t surprise me that DDP won a 
title,” said Pat Tanaka, whom Page managed 
in Badd Company. “He always said he wanted 
to wrestle more. It took him a while to get 
going, but once he started winning, he wasn't 
going to let anything get in his way.” 

As dramatically as Page has improved, the 
consensus is that he’d be even better if he did- 
n't spend so much time trying to impress The 
Diamond Doll. His attempts to win her interest 
have forced him to make bad decisions. 

“He's also jealous of the attention she 
gets,” Sting explained. “He loses his cool and 
does stupid things. He’s lucky it hasn't cost him 
much yet, but he better be aware of it.” 

On the other hand, Page may not have 
improved so strongly if Doll hadn't been there 
to inspire him. 








TOMMY DREAMER 
14,910 votes 

First runner-up: Dreamer began show- 
ing marked improvement after he returned to 
ECW from a tour of Japan early in the year. 
He's quicker, he's a better brawler (especial- 
ly outside the ring), and he executes an 
excellent DDT. For most of the year, Dreamer 
feuded with Raven in ECW, where many fans 
consider him the ultimate hardcore wrestler 
and cheer him wildly. 





HARLEM HEAT 

12,613 votes 
Second runner-up: Despite having 
won several titles in Texas, Booker T and 
Stevie Ray were unheralded when they 
signed with Sherri Martel in 1994. After a 
dubious start, they have gone on to win four 
WCW World tag team titles. In a memorable 
feud with The Nasty Boys, they displayed 
increased confidence and a finely honed 
killer instinct. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS [15,812) 


SAVIO VEGA 
9,983 votes 

Third runner-up: At the beginning of 
1995, Vega wasn't doing much. Then he 
came to the WWF in May, rescued Razor 
Ramon from an attack by Jeff Jarrett and The 
Roadie, and started looking like a winner him- 
self. He is a martial arts master as well as a 
better-than-average brawler. He’s a good 
friend of Razor, and that has helped him gain 
opportunities for success. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Jesse James Armstrong, Barry Horowitz, 


Jean-Pierre Lafitte, Mabel, Dan Severn, and Taz. 
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'HIS WASN'T SUPPOSED to be an 

eventful year for Randy Savage. The 
‘Macho Man” was going to devote himself to 
his broadcasting duties and compete in the 
ring only occasionally, right? Just like the last 
few years, right? 

Wrong! 

It didn't happen, and that's why Savage 
has won Comeback of the Year. 

Savage stunned the wrestling world when 
he left the WWF for WCW not as a wrestler/- 
broadcaster, but as a wrestler, period. The 
rumors immediately began: Was he back to 
form an alliance with his old WWE friend Hulk 
Hogan, or was he going to begin a vicious feud 
with his old WWF enemy Hulk Hogan? 

At first, tt was neither. His primary focus 
was on defeating another old hated foe, Ric 
Flair. Although Savage suffered his first WCW 
loss to the “Nature Boy,” at The Great Amer- 
ican Bash, he beat Flair in most of their match- 
es around the circuit and beat him decisively at 
Bash at the Beach. In the process of those 
matches, and several against Big Van Vader, 
Savage proved that ring rust had not at all 
eaten away at his legendary skills. 


OFTHE YEAR 


RANDY SAVAGE 


20,036 votes 





“Randy's probably in better shape now 
than he’s ever been,” said Sting. “I’ve really 
been impressed. What impresses me most, 
though, is his enthusiasm. After all these 


years, he still gets excited about matches.” 

In tag team matches, Savage looked just 
as sharp, teaming with Sting and Hogan for 
several memorable encounters. Both Savage 
and Hogan have admitted there was some 
tension between them on those occasions, but 
most observers believe it is a tension that 
worked to the team’s advantage. 

“They both were trying to prove to each 
other who the stronger part of the team was,” 
said broadcaster Gene Okerlund. “That made 
the team more dangerous.” 

For Savage, though, no comeback will be 
complete without a World title, which means 
friends won't necessarily be friends for long. 
He might have to go through the “Hulkster” to 
get that WCW World belt. 

“Savage came so far this year, so you 
can't expect him to play second banana to 
Hogan,” wrote Perry Christopher of Dayton, 
Ohio. “I'm sure he has a lot of respect for Hulk, 
but he won't let anybody keep him away from 
the World title.” 

There’s no more coming back for Savage. 
He is back. Unless of course we create a new 
award: Comeback Broadcaster of the Year. 








THE HEAVENLY BODIES 

9,863 votes 
First runner-up: For most of the year, 
the Bodies were completely overlooked in 
the WWF. Then they decided to go back to 
their roots. Within three days, they won both 
the Smoky Mountain and USWA tag team 
titles. Tom Prichard and Jimmy Del Ray gave 
notice to all those who were beginning to 
believe they didn't belong in the big-time any- 
more. 


SAVIO VEGA 

7,931 votes 
Second runner-up: At In Your House 
|, Vega rescued his old friend Razor Ramon 
from an attack by Jeff Jarrett and The 
Roadie. That brought acclaim to a wrestler 
who, until early-1995, hadn't done much for 
a long time. In June, he advanced all the 
way to the finals of the King of the Ring. In 
Puerto Rico, he used to be TNT. In the 
WWF, he has star geting 


VOTES FOR OTHERS 5 (29, 450) 





THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
5,784 votes 
Third runner-up: One of the most pop- 
ular wrestlers of the early-1990s, Warrior 
hadn't competed for two years when he 
defeated The Honky Tonk Man in Las Vegas 
back in July. Since then, he has wrestled a 
series of matches in Europe for the Catch 
Wrestling Association. It'd be no surprise to 
anyone if he capped his comeback with a 
move to a major federation. 


some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Chris Benoit, Marty Jannetty, 


Kamala, Raven, and Dick Slater. 
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T REALLY WASN'T a strong year for man- 

agers this year. Many of our readers 
lamented that for this award, they had a very 
weak crop from which to choose. Never- 
theless, Jim Cornette was able to distinguish 
himself sufficiently to capture Manager of the 
Year honors for the third time. 

“| never could stand him or his methods,” 
wrote Bobby Zlada of Louisville, Kentucky, 
“but once again, you can't argue with his suc- 
cess.” 

For Cornette, it was a year in which he 
pulled several surprises. It was his decision 
to team Yokozuna with Owen Hart. That 
unlikely duo defeated The Smokin’ Gunns at 
WrestleMania Xl and captured the WWF 
World tag team title. Despite the rumors that 
Yoko and Owen were going to split up, the 
“Louisville Lip" kept them together, and he 
even managed to get Yokozuna some World 
title shots after he and Owen lost the belts in 
October. 

Cornette convinced Davey Boy Smith that 
it would be in Smith's best interests to 
become a rulebreaker. That advice earned 
Cornette another helping of hatred, but it did 








SHERRI MARTEL 
12,910 votes 

First rumner-up: By leading Harlem 
Heat to a fourth WCW World tag team title, 
Martel quieted any doubts about her man- 
agerial prowess. She does tend to interfere 
too much, but what rulebreaking manager 
doesn't? But you know what? She may have 
had an even greater year had she not spent 
so much time fawning over fellow manager 
Col. Robert Parker. 
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25,762 votes 


in fact move the Englishman dramatically 
closer to the WWF World belt. 

“Jimmy has a sense of knowing when to 
make the right move,” said Dennis Condrey, 
who was once a part of Cornette’s famed 








Midnight Express. “He zigs when folks think 
he should zag, and usually he proves every- 
body wrong.” 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of all came 
when Cornette announced, late in 1994, that 
he would manage his long-time enemies, The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express. Somehow, some way, 
both parties put aside their monumental dif- 
ferences and formed a solid partnership, one 
that earned the Rock 'n’ Rolls the Smoky 
Mountain tag belts. 

By summer, however, Cornette was back 
to his rulebreaking ways in SMW again, as 
he led his Heavenly Bodies to both the 
smoky Mountain and USWA tag team titles 
in a span of three days, a feat that served to 
confirm his reputation as one of the greatest 
tag team managers ever. On the down side, 
he made himself look like a fool—again— 
when he began calling himself “General” for 
the purpose of organizing his SMW Militia, a 
dastardly crew that includes Tommy Rich, 
Terry Gordy (the current SMW champ), and 
The Punisher. 

He's no military man, but he is a winner, 
whether you like him or not. 











COL. ROBERT PARKER 

10,974 votes 
Second runner-up: For the second 
year in a row, the cigar-chomping braggart 
has captured the number-three spot in the 
voting. Parker's a big talker, but he gets 
results: He led Bunkhouse Buck and Dick 
Slater to an upset World tag title victory over 
Harlem Heat, gave Meng new purpose for a 
while, and signed Japanese sensation 
Kurasawa. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (15,648) 


WOMAN 

7,203 votes 
Third runner-up: Woman manages 
only one wrestler, The Sandman, but he 
was champion of the tough ECW for six 
months after defeating Shane Douglas last 
March, and that is an amazing feat in itself. 
She is more helpful to Sandman behind the 
scenes than she is at ringside, where she 
can be just as sadistic as any male in the 
federation. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Paul Bearer, Paul E. Dangerously, Ted DiBiase, 
Jimmy Hart, Kevin Sullivan, Sunny, and Harvey Wippleman. 
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N 1994, WE discovered that it isn't unusu- 

al for brothers to wage war with each 
other. In 1995, lan and Axl Rotten turned 
their brand of brotherly hate into a Feud of 
the Year. Man, did this get ugly ... and gory! 

lt began in ECW a few days into 1995. 
After the Rottens lost to The Pit Bulls, lan 
brutally attacked Axl, leaving him lying in a 
pool of his own blood. lan had been pinned, 
but he blamed his brother's carelessness for 
the loss. 

lan’s assault on Ax! started one of the 
bloodiest and most vicious feuds ever. They 
contested anything-goes matches in which 
all weapons were legal, bouts in which both 
wielded baseball bats wrapped in barbed- 
wire, and matches in which thumbtacks were 
scattered on the floor outside the ring. 

As brutal as those conditions were, most 
who know the Rottens well believe the set- 
tings were appropriate. 

“The harsher the matches, the better 
those two lunatics liked it,” said The Sand- 
man. “They enjoyed grinding each other to a 
pulp, and they didn’t mind getting themselves 


OF THE YEAR 








ground up while they did it.” 
‘Definitely the goriest stuff I've ever 
seen,” wrote Chris Fishman of Berwyn, 


Pennsylvania. “There's a lot of nasty stuff in 
ECW, but what the Rottens did to each other 
was the worst I've ever seen. Just watching it 
was painful, but it was fun, too.” 

Their last match in ECW may have been 
the worst of all. It was a “taipei death” match. 
The stipulation: Both men had shards of bro- 
ken glass taped to their fists. 

“Talk about winning at all costs!” wrote 
Gia Kredke of Columbus, Ohio. “Were they 
trying to beat each other or kill each other?” 

Even after both men left ECW, the inten- 
sity of their hatred for each other did not 
wane. Axl recently returned to ECW atter a 
Stint in the USWA, and lan competes in sev- 
eral independent organizations, but they con- 
stantly threaten each another with a renewal 
of the violence. 

“It! be a long time before this one is real- 
ly over,” said 2 Cold Scorpio. “I'm surprised 
they haven't started going at it again.” 

lf they do, the brothers who hate each 
other may soon discover they have a com- 
mon goal: to win back-to-back Feuds of the 
Year. But how much bloodier can it get? 








HARLEM HEAT VS. 
THE NASTY BOYS 
15,419 votes 
First runner-up: This amazing feud be- 
gan late in 1994 and continued until Slam- 
boree, when the Nastys won the WCW World 
tag belts, and beyond. In their Texas Tornado 
match at Uncensored, the two teams brawled 
into the concession stands. If the Heat's man- 
ager, Sherri Martel, got too close to the 
action, the Nastys were happy to shove her 
face into their smelly armpits. 








JEFF JARRETT VS. 
RAZOR RAMON 
13,281 votes 

Second runner-up: Ramon might not 
have hated Jarrett so much if it weren't for 
“Double-J's” sidekick, The Roadie, whose 
attack on Ramon’s leg caused Razor to lose 
the Intercontinental title to Jarrett at the 
Royal Rumble. Their ladder matches were 
always intense (as were the rest of their 
encounters), and they traded the |-C belt 
twice in a three-day span in May. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (17,935) 





RIC FLAIR VS. 
RANDY SAVAGE 
10,301 votes 

Third runner-up: Flair got the “Macho 
Man” on his case after he and Arn Anderson 
attacked Savage's dad, 70-year-old Angelo 
Poffo, at Slamboree. The highlight of their 
months-long feud was a wild dressing room 
brawl! at Atlanta’s Center Stage Theater. 
Savage shut the “Nature Boy's” match (at 
least temporarily) with a clean win at Bash at 
the Beach in July. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Cactus Jack vs. The Sandman, Diesel vs. Sid Vicious, 
Tommy Dreamer vs. Raven, The Gangstas vs. Public Enemy, Eddy Guerrero vs. Dean Malenko, Hakushi vs. Bret Hart, 


Hulk Hogan vs. Big Van Vader, and Kama vs. The Undertaker. 
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HE DAY AFTER WrestleMania XI, 

“Psycho” Sid Vicious attacked Shawn 
Michaels, the man who was employing him as 
a bodyguard. What happened next put 
Michaels on the road to winning our Most 
Popular Wrestler of the Year award for the first 
time. 

When Shawn's good friend Diesel, who had 
been his enemy for several months before this 
incident, saved “The Heartbreak Kid” from fur- 
ther punishment and chased Sid away, fans 
responded with cheers for both men that set 
Michaels on a course toward unprecedented 
popularity. Those who once enjoyed despising 
him became eager to embrace him. And even 
before Michaels became a full-fledged fan 
favorite, he had his share of fans. 

“Michaels always struck me as being 
extremely arrogant,” wrote Nate Suarez of 
Montreal. “But now I’m seeing a different side of 
him. He’s more appreciative of the fans. He's 
Still cocky, but | can overlook that now.” 

What Michaels has in abundance Is charis- 
ma. He is naturally a very attractive personality, 
and the fans respond to that. 

“He's very charming,” wrote Sandra Tell of 


OF THE YEAR 


SHAWN MICHAELS. 
27,783 votes 





Cheyenne, Wyoming. “He'll do something that’s 
really rotten, but then he'll give the crowd a cer- 
tain look, and everybody will think his opponent 
deserved exactly what Shawn did to him. It's 
like | cheer in spite of myself.” 


It doesn't hurt, of course, that Michaels is a 
handsome man. For some of his supporters, 
that is more significant than any wrestling 
maneuver he uses. 

“My heart skips a beat every time | see him 
on TV or at the arena,” gushed Roberta Ashanti 
of St. Paul, Minnesota. “How could you not love 
him?” 

However, it isn’t Michaels’ good looks that 
have carried him to the peak. He is without 
question one of the sport's outstanding techni- 
cal wrestlers. 

‘That's why | like him,” wrote Sam Gray of 
North Bergen, New Jersey. “Forget all that glitz 
and the hype; the guy Is a terrific wrestler. He 
could beat anybody in the world.” 

Clearly, Michaels is the most popular 
wrestler in the WWF, and one who doesn't 
mind sharing the spotlight with his friend Diesel. 
After the Sid fiasco, Michaels displayed no jeal- 
ousy toward “Big Daddy Cool” while he was 
World champion. It is an attitude that added to 
his popularity. 

Next year could be different. Michaels could 
turn rulebreaker again. But for now, Shawn 
deserves all the favorable attention he gets. 





STING 

17,728 votes 
First runner-up: Last year's winner is 
the most popular athlete in his federation, 
WCW. Sting even hears a few more cheers 
than his friend Hulk Hogan. One possible rea- 
son: He seems more sincere and reachable 
than the “Hulkster.” Supporters respect Sting 
for always playing by the rules and for not 
abandoning WCW for other opportunities. 


DIESEL 

13,450 votes 
Second runner-up: He isn't quite as 
popular as Michaels, but “Big Daddy Cool” 
still has a wildly enthusiastic following. Aside 
from displaying vastly improved skills, Diesel 
has proved himself quite articulate on the 
talk-show circuit, and that doubtless has won 
him fans who don't normally watch on TV or 
travel to the arenas. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (8,730) 


HULK HOGAN 
11,831 votes 

Third runner-up: A decade ago, Hogan 
was more popular than any professional 
wrestler ever had been. Today he hears a few 
more boos, but there are still thousands of 
loyal “Hulkamaniacs” who believe there’s 
nobody better than their man. It is a popularity 
that persists on the strength of what he has 
done not on the movie set, but in the ring. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Bam Bam Bigelow, Tommy Dreamer, Bret Hart, Public 


Enemy, Razor Ramon, Randy Savage, Tracey Smothers, and The Undertaker. 
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F THE VOTING for Most Hated Wrestler 

of the Year had been done only by the 
residents of Memphis, Tennessee, Jerry 
Lawler certainly wouldn't have won. 

He might have picked up a few votes, 
though. 

Yes, even in his own hometown, “The 
King” has engendered his share of hatred. 
There is an increasing number of USWA fans 
who are disgusted by the way Lawler presents 
himself as a hero in Memphis while breaking 
the rules nearly everywhere else. It doesn't 
help his cause that his broadcasting duties in 
the WWF prevent him from competing in the 
USWA as regularly as he used to. 

“Lawler used to be a man we could always 
trust to fight the good fight,” wrote Scott 
Thompson of Nashville, Tennessee. “Now all 
we can do Is watch him bail out when things 
get tough." 

Lawler is primarily a WWF man now, and 
WWF fans are none too thrilled about it. In his 
role as commentator, Lawler viciously blasts 
every wrestler who disagrees even slightly 
with him, and heaps unwarranted praise on 
those who are as underhanded as he is. 


OF THE YEAR 





JERRY LAWLER 


18,093 votes 





Those comments aren't limited to wrestlers; 
Lawler still enjoys making tasteless remarks 
about Stu and Helen Hart. 

The Hart with whom Lawler is most 
obsessed, though, is still Bret. Last spring, he 


smeared Hart's name by accusing him of hat- 
ing the Japanese. He duped Hakushi into 
going after Bret, but Lawler’s motive was 
transparent; he needed Hakushi's help to 
defeat “The Hitman” at In Your House |. 

A loss to Bret in the “kiss-my-foot" match 
at King of the Ring inspired Lawler to bring in 
Isaac Yankem to go alter Hart. When Hart and 
Yankem square off, Lawler usually interferes. 
In fact, during one televised Hart-Yankem 
cage match, WWF President Gorilla Monsoon 
ordered Lawler suspended above the ring in 
his own cage so he couldn't interfere. 

It all gives “The King” a rotten reputation— 
and a deserved one at that. 

“You have to wonder what the people in 
the USWA saw in him for all those years,” 
wrote Francine Julia of New Orleans. “What a 
horrible person!” 

“| wish he'd spend more time in the ring,’ 
wrote Marty Dern of Manchester, England. 
“That way, we would see a lot more wrestlers 
beat him up.” 

Five years ago, one wouldn't have heard 
such a comment in Memphis, but there isn't a 
real strong “kingdom” there anymore. 








KEVIN SULLIVAN 
15,812 votes 

First runner-up: Sullivan had one mis- 
sion in 1995: destroy Hulk Hogan and his 
friends, include Kevin's own brother Dave! 
Toward that end, he assembled the Dungeon 
of Doom. “The Taskmaster” did many horri- 
ble things, including shaving off Hogan's 
mustache; most significantly, he brought in 
The Giant to feud with Hogan and convinced 
Lex Luger and Jimmy Hart to turn bad. 





THE GANGSTAS 
12,692 votes 

Second runner-up: Mustafa Saed 
and New Jack feuded with Public Enemy for 
months in ECW, but that isn't what earned 
them this “honor.” People hate The Gangstas 
because of the racist comments they've 
made. The remarks have enraged fans 
everywhere, not only in Smoky Mountain and 
ECW, the most prominent promotions in 
which The Gangstas have competed. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (15,187) 


RUNNERS-UP _ 





DAVEY BOY SMITH 
10,503 votes 

Third runner-up: For almost all of his 
career, the “British Bulldog” was a loyal fan 
favorite. Last summer he snapped, attacking 
Diesel during a tag team match and signing 
with manager Jim Cornette. He then had the 
nerve to suggest that American fans showed 
him disrespect when they chanted “U.S.A!” 
during his tag team matches with Lex Luger. 
Sadly, Smith has become a bitter man. 





Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Arn Anderson, Bob Backlund, Dean Douglas, Ric Flair, 
Owen Hart, Jeff Jarrett, Kama, Lex Luger, Mabel, Meng, Brian Pillman, Big Bubba Rogers, Skip, Sid Vicious, and Yokozuna. 
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OR FOUR MONTHS, fans waited for this 
one—and a worthwhile wait it was. 

Until Survivor Series 1994, Diesel and 
shawn Michaels were the best of friends. Going 
into that pay-per-view, they were also the WWF 
World tag team champions. But a disagreement 
in an eight-man tag team match made them the 
bitterest of enemies. Shawn remained a rule- 
breaker, while Diesel went the fan favorite route. 
And three days later, “Big Daddy Cool” became 
the WWF World champion. 

Everyone wondered when these two for- 
mer friends would finally meet, one-on-one, 
with the World title at stake. 

Everyone found out when it would be on 
January 22, when Michaels won the Royal 
Rumble and earned a World title shot against 
Diesel at WrestleMania Xl. 

Bam Bam Bigelow vs. Lawrence Taylor at 
WrestleMania was good, but Shawn vs. Diesel 
was better. It lived up to all the prematch hype, 
and for the third consecutive year, Michaels 
was involved in our Match of the Year. 

Diesel pounded his old buddy early on in 
the bout. “The Heartbreak Kid,” as everyone 
expected, showed tremendous resiliency. He 
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JEFF JARRETT vs. 
SHAWN MICHAELS 
15,831 votes 
First runner-up: “The Heartbreak Kid” 
strikes again! A 20-minute thriller between 
two terrific athletes is the simplest way to 
describe the July 23 In Your House || match 
in which Michaels won his third Interconti- 
nental title. A powerful superkick to the jaw 
was all it took for Michaels to finish off 
“Double-J" after The Roadie accidentally 
tripped his employer. 








OF) THE YEAR 


clotheslined the World champion over the top 
rope, executed an over-the-top-rope flying 
bodypress, then spent a few minutes trying to 
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HARLEM HEAT vs. 
THE NASTY BOYS 

13,798 votes 

Second runner-up: The Nastys won 
the WCW World tag belts from Booker T and 
Stevie Ray in this Slamboree slugfest. The 
result was noteworthy because Jerry Sags 
fought half the match on his own after Brian 
Knobs was injured before the bout. It was the 
Heat's legdrops vs. the Nastys’ piledrivers, 
and it ended when Sags pinned Booker after 
a top-rope elbowsmash. 


‘VOTES FOR OTHERS (20,842) 








wear Diesel down. He used a flying elbows- 
mash from the top rope and a sleeperhold. 

Then came the turning point. While 
Michaels and Diesel were brawling outside the 
ring, referee Earl Hebner, in an attempt to keep 
sid Vicious, Michaels’ bodyguard, from getting 
involved, twisted an ankle. That prevented him 
from getting back into the ring quickly. It may 
have also prevented Michaels from becoming 
the World champ, because Shawn superkicked 
Diesel and had him pinned for at least 10 sec- 
onds before Hebner crawled back to make a 
count. 

Diesel recovered, caught Michaels with two 
boots to the face, and “jackknifed” him for the 
win at 20:40. 

“Incredible!” wrote Ken Wallace of 
Topeka, Kansas. “I didn’t think Diesel could 
stay with Shawn for a match that lasted 15 
minutes or more. And even in defeat, 
Michaels was terrific.” 

Everyone knows what happened the next 
night. These two rivals became friends again. 
We may never see a Shawn-Diesel rematch, 
but even if we don't, we'll always have the 
memories of this thrilling bout. 








PSICOSIS vs. 
REY MISTERIO JR. 
6,620 votes 
Third runner-up: These two masked 
superstars, rivals in Mexico's AAA, brought 
their feud to ECW on September 16 and con- 
tested a bout that featured stunning aerial 
moves. Misterio, at 5'3" and 140 pounds, beat 
his 5'10", 200-pound rival in a match that was 
highlighted by Misterio diving from the ring 
apron onto Psicosis, who was lying in the third 
row of the audience! 





Some of the top vote-getters that did not capture a runner-up spot include: January 22: Diesel vs. Bret Hart; April 2: Bam Bam 
Bigelow vs. Lawrence Taylor; June 18: Brian Pillman vs. Alex Wright; August 4: Tony Anthony & Tracey Smothers vs. The Heavenly 





Bodies; August 26: Eddy Guerrero vs. Dean Malenko; August 27: Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon. 
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ARLEM HEAT WON their first WCW 

World tag team title in December 1994. 
Since then, they've lost and regained those 
belts three times. Indeed, it's been a tumul- 
tuous year for our Tag Team of the Year. 

For brothers Booker T and Stevie Ray, it 
has been the kind of year they completely 
expected. The brothers have always been 
determined to make their many detractors 
look like know-nothings. 

“A lot of people,” said Booker, “they like to 
pass themselves off as experts. Those are 
the ones who said my brother and me were 
too slow and too dumb. Well, these belts did- 
n't appear around our waists by magic. These 
experts need to take another look at them- 
selves and us!" 

Booker and Stevie are both excellent ath- 
letes. They enjoy executing spinning kicks 
and leaping from the top rope. They are not 
scientific masters, but thanks to Sherri Martel, 
they have used their talents as well as any tag 
team ever has. 

“Honestly, they didn't impress me at all 
the first time | looked at them,” said Marcus 


THE 
SMOKIN’ GUNNS 
15,302 votes 

First runner-up: The Gunns, one of the 
sport's quickest duos, won their first WWF tag 
tile when they defeated The Kid and Bob 
Holly one night after the Royal Rumble. After 
losing the belts to Owen Hart and Yokozuna, 
they used a feud with Jacob and Eli Blu to 
work their way back into contention. Their 
efforts bore fruit. In September, the Gunns 
regained the title. 


OP, THE YEAR 





HARLEM HEAT 





___ 22,863 votes 


Bagwell. “! saw two big guys without much 
skill. | figured Patriot and | wouldn't have 
much trouble with them. All they did was take 
the World tag team title from us." 


OWEN HART 
AND YOKOZUNA 
13,283 votes 
Second runner-up: Call them wrest- 
ling's odd couple. Who would have expected 
a skilled 227-pound mat technician to mesh 
SO well with a massive 568-pound sumo star? 
During their five-month run as WWF World tag 
team champions, Owen and Yoko must have 
surprised even themselves. They learned to 
put their individual egos aside and may have 
been the year's most feared twosome. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (14,921) 





That was Harlem Heat's first World title 
victory. At Slamboree '95, they lost the belts 
to The Nasty Boys. Then they regained them 
a few weeks later. Their second title reign 
was ended by Bunkhouse Bunk and Dick 
Slater. They won the belts back from Bunk 
and Slater at Fall Brawl. One night later, they 
lost them to Bagwell and Scotty Riggs. Nine 
days later, they regained them yet again. 

“At first, | wanted to accuse them of being 
inconsistent,” wrote Paul Natale of Bangor, 
Maine. “But then | realized it takes guts and 
heart to keep rebounding like that and beat 
four different teams to win the title four times.” 

Harlem Heat did all this while fighting the 
perception that they would just be ordinary 
contenders if not for Martel. Stevie Ray won't 
have it. 

“Sister Sherri knows her stuff,” he 
allowed. “But this all came from me and 
Booker. We're champions today because we 
set out to be champions a long time ago. 
We're better than champions. We're the Tag 
Team of the Year! We finally got respect!” 

No argument there. 





RICK AND SCOTT 
STEINER 
10,021 votes 
Third runner-up: The brothers Steiner 
are still a top-flight tag team, but they didn’t 
win any titles this year; we suspect their high 
finish in the voting came mainly as a result of 
name recognition. The Steiners were big 
stars in New Japan, though, and have been 
competing and winning regularly in ECW over 
the past few months. The fans haven't forgot- 
ten them. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Tony Anthony and Tracey Smothers, Marcus Bagwell 


and Scotty Riggs, Bunkhouse Buck and Dick Slater, Bobby Eaton and Lord Steven Regal, The Gangstas, The Heavenly Bodies, 





PG-13, Public Enemy, Raven and Steve Richards, and Al Snow and Unibomb. 
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AD DIESEL DECIDED to be content 

with the WWF World tag team or 
Intercontinental titles, no one would have 
held it against him. After all, he already had 
come much further than nearly anyone had 
expected. 

It isn't what Diesel expected. He thirsted 
for more, and he got what he wanted. He also 
received Wrestler of the Year honors for 1995. 

Three days after the 1994 Survivor 
series, Diesel obliterated Bob Backlund in 
eight seconds to capture the WWF World title. 
All he's done since then is prove his surpris- 
ing victory was no accident. Simply put, he 
was the most dominant wrestler of 1995. 

Along the way to earning the top spot in 
the “PW/500", he beat Owen Hart, Bam Bam 
Bigelow, and Jeff Jarrett. He has beaten 
Mabel, Sid Vicious, Waylon Mercy, King 
Kong Bundy, and Tatanka. And he has beat- 
en Shawn Michaels. 

“That did it for me,” wrote Sally Rutherford 
of Albany, New York. “When Diesel beat 
Shawn at WrestleMania, that showed he had 
arrived. He was a true champion.” 


A champion who until late-1993 was 





SHAWN MICHAELS 
16,091 votes 

First runner-up: Had Michaels defeat- 
ed Diesel at WrestleMania, he might have 
been voted Wrestler of the Year. “The 
Heartbreak Kid” had an outstanding year, 
defending the Intercontinental title against 
foes like Dean Douglas, Jeff Jarrett, Davey 
Boy Smith, and even SMW’s Buddy Landell 
before injuries forced him to give it up in 
October. He also won the Royal Rumble. 


OFTHE YEAR 


DIESEL 


24,209 votes 








nothing more than a bodyquard for Michaels. 
Diesel had done fairly well as Vinnie Vegas 
in WCW, but he hadn't shown any indication 
that he could be a dominant titleholder. 


“| would have figured a dozen guys 
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STING 

12,801 votes 
Second runner-up: The ‘Stinger’ 
held the WCW U.S. heavyweight belt for 
most of the year, and he was a lot more 
active than former World champion Hulk 
Hogan. He continues to demonstrate that 
he's more than a charismatic personality. He 
is a flat-out terrific all-around wrestler, and 
plenty of fans don't want the rest of us to for- 
get that. Trust us, we wont. 


VOTES FOR OTHERS (8,652) 


would've won the World title before Diesel,” 
said Johnny Gunn, who wrestled him in 
WCW. “I always knew he was good, but | did- 
n't think he was that good. He either made a 
dramatic improvement in a short time, or he 
held back for a long time.” 

Diesel’s dominance was threatened 
when he hurt his elbow in his bout with 
Vicious at In Your House |, but successful 
surgery enabled him to bounce back after 
only a few weeks. He was determined not to 
let an injury spoil his amazing run. 

The World champion enhanced his repu- 
tation further when he again formed a suc- 
cessful tag team with Michaels and nearly 
won the WWF tag title from Yokozuna and 
Davey Boy Smith at In Your House Ill. Had 
Owen Hart not gotten involved, Diesel and 
Michaels might have been tag team champi- 
ons to this day. 

It's too early to consider Diesel among 
the all-time great WWF World champions, 
but he's off to a good start on his path toward 
greatness. It's going to be fun watching this 
powerhouse try to maintain that level of 
excellence in 1996. 


HULK HOGAN 
11,349 votes 

Third runner-up: One would expect 
the man who was WCW World champion for 
most of the year to finish higher in the voting, 
but many fans apparently remembered that 
the “Hulkster” once went five months without 
defending the belt. Still, on some nights, 
there isn't a greater wrestler in the world. 
Those nights just don't come as frequently as 
they once did. 


Some of the top vote-getters who did not capture a runner-up spot include: Bret Hart, Antonio Inoki, Mitsuharu Misawa, 


Razor Ramon, Sabu, The Sandman, and The Undertaker. 
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HE DEBATE AMONG the edi- 
tors regarding this year’s 
Editors’ Award promised to be more 
intense than ever. Then someone 
nominated Rick Steamboat. Debate 
over. 

Last fall, “The Dragon" was 
forced to retire due to a back injury. 
His departure ended an 18-year 
career during which he won one 
NWA World title, four NWA/WCW 
U.S. titles, two TV titles, eight 
NWA/WCW World tag team titles, 
and one WWF Intercontinental title. 
More importantly, he won the respect 
of fans and wrestlers around the 
world. 

Still, Steamboat never expected 
the honor we've bestowed upon him. 

“It was a pleasant surprise,” he 
said, “considering that I've been out 
of touch for a while now. There are a 
lot of good people in this sport who 
deserve to be honored.” 

Steamboat has left quite a lega- 
cy. He competed in some of the most 
memorable matches of our time. His 
WrestleMania Ill bout against Randy 
Savage, in which he won the Inter- 
continental title, was a classic. PWI 
readers voted it 1987 Match of the 
Year. Two years later, his NWA 
World title match against Ric Flair 
was also voted Match of the Year. In ™— 
fact, many of Steamboat’s most memorable 
matches came against the “Nature Boy.” In 
both 1978 and 1984, Steamboat’s bouts with 
Flair were voted third runner-up for Match of 
the Year. 

For Steamboat, though, a great match 
could happen anywhere. 

“It didn't matter whether | was wrestling in 
front of 93,000 people at the Silverdome,” he 
said, “or 25 in some small town in lowa. | felt 
that if people came to watch me, | should give 
them their money's worth.” 

It's no surprise, then, that so many were 
proud to call themselves Rick Steamboat 
fans, and not only because of his ring skills. 
In 18 years, Steamboat never competed as a 
rulebreaker. 

“The Dragon” admitted, however, that he 
was tempted. 

“I'd be a liar if | told you the thought never 
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crossed my mind,” he said. “But | knew that | 
just couldn't do it. | wouldn't have been able 
to look at myself in the mirror each morning.” 

Steamboat was proud, too, of his reputa- 
tion as a family man. As NWA World champi- 
on, he enjoyed coming to the ring with his 
wife, Bonnie, and their son, Rick Jr. (pictured 
with his father above). 

“When | broke into the sport,” he recalled, 
“a lot of old-timers told me they didn’t know 
their kids very well because they were away 
so often. They told me to hold off having a 
family for as long as | could so I'd have the 
time to be with them. 

“Some people criticized me for bringing 
my family to the ring, but | didn’t understand 
that. | was just so proud that | was finally a 
father.” 

The father has passed along a passion 
for wrestling to his son: Rick, now eight, has 


won several local and regional tour- 
naments. He has even wrestled Ric 
Flair's son Reed. 

“That was something,” Steam- 
boat recalled. “There was Flair on 
one side of the gym and me on the 
other, and the crowd was going wild. 
It was the second generation of the 
Flair-Steamboat feud!” 

In Steamboat's storied career, 
such feuds were memorable. He rel- 
ished his showdowns with Flair, 
Savage, Rick Rude, Don Muraco, 
and Jake Roberts. There were some 
things, though, he didn't relish. 

‘| didn't care for the dragon cos- 
tume,” he said of the outfit he began 
wearing in the WWF in 1991. “I 
would put that on and ask myself, ‘Is 
this what our sport has evolved to?’ 

“When | began competing in the 
70s," he added, “I learned from the 
old-timers. They passed the torch. 
Today, I'm afraid that we're getting 
away from our foundation.” 

Although Steamboat admires 
men like Bret Hart and Steve Austin, 
he questions the commitment of 
many contemporary stars. 

“They wrestle a 10-minute match 
and think they've been in there a 
long time,” he said. “I wonder if they 
have the stamina to wrestle for 20 
minutes, let alone an hour. Heck, the 
longer the match, the better | liked it!” 

That attitude has served Steamboat well 
in retirement. In addition to running the gym 
he has owned in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
for the past 12 years, he has just begun build- 
ing a health club in nearby Lake Norman. He 
also works with a local youth group, teaching 
amateur wrestling. 

On occasion, Steamboat admitted, he 
gets the urge to return to the ring himself, but 
that urge doesn't last very long. 

“| don't miss all the hardships and travel- 
ing," he said. “| do miss the time I'd spend in 
the ring. | really enjoyed competing.” 

By his own estimation, Steamboat com- 
peted in about 5,000 professional matches. 
His aim in each one was not merely to win, 
but to excel. In the process, he showed the 
world how a wrestler—how any athlete— 
should conduct himself. 0 





AWARD: 


Ain't He Fake?: “Double-J” Jeff Jarrett 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


All Bark And No Belt: “British Bulldog” 
Davey Boy Smith 
—Mike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 


At Least His Clothes Now Match: Gen. 
Jim Cornette 
—Gene Stremba, St. Louis, MO 





At Least He Wouldn't Move The 
Cleveland Browns To Baltimore: Jerry 
“The King” Lawler 


—George Ashburn, Etna, OH 
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It’s been 10 years now 
since we first asked for 
your “Unofficial/ Official 
Awards” for our 
“Achievement ‘85” 
edition and they have 
become a year-end 
favorite for many. Once 
again we asked our 
readers to invent their 
personal awards for the 
past year and present 
those awards to the 
deserving recipients. 
It’s fun, it’s creative, 
and it’s an annual 
celebration of the 
outrageous, eccentric 
qualities of this unique 
sport. So here we go 
again—well, actually, 
here you go again—with 
your “Unofficial/Official 
Awards” for 1995! 





Beavis And Butt-head Of Wrestling: 
Chris Candido and Rad Radford 
—Gary Lutz, Bronx, NY 


Best Argument That The Weather 
Channel Deserves A Second Chance: 
WCW Uncensored 

—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


S FOR 1995 














Best Example Of “Never Give Up!” 
Barry Horowitz 
—Luc Charbonneau, Montreal, Quebec 


Best Hometown Of A Wrestler: The 
Last House On The Left (Hack Myers) 
—Luis Ramos, Brooklyn, NY 


Best Neckbrace: Hulk Hogan 
—Adam Peyton, Philadelphia, PA 


Better Off As An Alabama Redneck: 
Sir Robert Eaton 
—Steve Walles, Stoneham, MA 
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Biggest Loss: WWF loses Jeff Jarrett 
—Dan Staiger, Elk Grove Village, IL 


Birds Of A Feather Sell Out Together: 
Lex Luger and Davey Boy Smith 
—Michael Weyer, Oakbrook, IL 


Boot Scootin’ Bone 
Smokin’ Gunns 
—Denny Burkholder, Greene, NY 


Heads: The 


Can't Get Any Lower Than That: Ric 
Flair uses little kids to get to Sting 
—Patricia Uher, Scranton, PA 


Did Anyone Tell Him He’s No Longer 
What He Says He Is?: Bret Hart claim- 
ing to be the best there is, was, or ever 
will be 

—Jeif Satterfield, King of Prussia, PA 


Don't Worry If You Throw Up, He'll Eat 
That, Too: The Gargoyle and his dis- 
gusting ring habits 

—Gene Stremba, St. Louis, MO 
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Gesundheit! Hakushi 
—Steve Walles, Stoneham, MA 


Dust Off The Belt For The Quarterly 
Title Defense: Hulk Hogan 
—Carl Dinofa, Provo, UT 


Even Walt Disney’s Bambi Had A 
Higher Rating And More Action: WCW 
Uncensored 

—John Ramos, Maywood, CA 


Fewer Sightings Than Elvis: Jeff 
Jarrett 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Fool’s Gold: Dustin “Goldust” Rhodes 
—Kerwin Jeudy, Brooklyn, NY 


From Roadie To Rebel: Jesse James 
Armstrong 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


From Zero To Hero: Barry Horowitz 
—Rosemary Armento, Brooklyn, NY 


Four Horsemen They Ain’t: Dungeon 
Of Doom 
—Aaron Haulman, Springfield, OH 


Fortnight Late And A Quid Short: The 
Blue Bloods 
—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


George Foreman Retirement Award: 
Ric Flair 
—Jason Rhuman, Battlecreek, MI 


Gilligan And Skipper Award, Winner 
Gets Ginger: Razor Ramon and The Kid 
—Carl Dinofa, Provo, UT 


Godzilla Award: Yokozuna 
—Justin Ballard, Westboro, MA 


Going Through The Ultimate Warrior's 
Garbage Can Award: The Renegade 
—Devone Tucker, Boston, MA 


Go Speed Racer Go ... Right Out Of 
Wrestling: Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly 
—Mike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 


Groovy Ghoul: The Undertaker 
—George Bovell, Sunnyvale, CA 


Hank Williams Sr. Has Nothing To 
Worry About: Jeff Jarrett 
—Mike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 


He Can’t Keep A Tag Team Partner, 
But At Least He Wins Tag Titles: 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell 

—Joseph & Daniel Tofalo, Canvers, MA 


He’ll Run Out Of Gas By The Time You 
Read This: Diesel 
—Joseph & Daniel Tofalo, Canvers, MA 


He Ate His Weight In Pancakes, 
impersonated A Bee, Wore Polka 
Dot Shirts And Tights, Danced In 
The Ring, Dressed Up Like A 
Plumber, Introduced Sapphire To 
The World—And You Wonder 
Why His Son Is Now Cross- 
Dressing: Dusty Rhodes 

—Peter Parrotta, Middletown, NY 








National TV, Just Give Me My Pay- | 
check: Brutus “Zodiac” Beefcake 
—Ken Feola, Hollywood, FL 





He May Be Covered In Gold, But He 
Has Dust For Brains: Goldust 
—Joseph & Daniel Tofalo, Canvers, MA 


He Puts Stu And Helen Hart To Shame: 
Daddy Dudley 
—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


He’s “A” Pain In The “B”: Dean Douglas 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


He Shut Us All Up Now, Didn’t He? 
Diesel 
—Devone Tucker, Boston, MA 


He Urned That Necklace: Kama 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


Hey, Buddy, It’s Over: The Ultimate 
Warrior 
—Devone Tucker, Boston, MA 


Hey! That Guy From Coach Dyed His 
Hair Black! Waylon Mercy 
—Peter Parrotita, Middletown, NY 


Hotter Than The Sheik’s Right Hand: 
Diamond Doll 
—Harry Caldwell, Wilton, CT 


How The Mighty Have Fallen: Ric Flair 
—Luc Charbonneau, Montreal, Quebec 


Hubcap Rap: PG-13 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


lf You Like This Announcer, You Must 
Have Rocks In Your Head: Steve 
McMichael 

—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


| Hate To See What's Left To Kiss: Bret 
Hart-Jerry Lawler “Kiss My Foot” Match 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


| Have No Son: Dusty Rhodes 
—Dan Barnes, Lima, OH 


| Have This Terrible Feeling Of Deja 
Vu: Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler 
—Carten Rauch, Linsengericht, Germany 


Imitation Is The Sincerest Form Of 
Flattery: WCW Monday Nitro 
—Devone Tucker, Boston, MA 


“| Shouldn’t Have Quit My Day Job” 
Award: Steve McMichael 
—Jerry Satagas, Middletown, CT 


It’s 1984 All Over Again: WCW 
—Steve Savaro, Montreal, Quebec 


lt Even Bores OV. 
Hulkamania 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


Simpson: 


| Think His Hair Was Spray-Painted 
On, Then Combed With A Tar Brush: 
Eric Bischoff 

—Mike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 





ls His Hand Stuck Like That?: Arn 
Anderson's Four Horseman Sign 
—Gene Siremba, St. Louis, MO 





| Think He’s Had One Too Many: 
The Sandman : 
—bob Gliese, East Brunswick, NJ 





“l've Fallen And I’ve Gotten Back Up!” 
The Giant At Halloween Havoc 

—Ron James, Mt. Clemens, MT 
Joey Lawrence Lookalike: Brian 
Pillman 

—Merritt Whelchel, Augusta, GA 


Joke Of The Year: WCW Claiming The 
Giant Is Andre The Giant's Son 
—Devone Tucker, Boston, MA 


Junior Heavyweight Division? | Don’t 
Think So. Try A Senior Division: WCW 
—Carten Rauch, Linsengericht,Germany 


Looks Like A Character Witness For A 
Nightmare: Luna Vachon 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


Maybe He Was Better Off Wrestling In 
The Back Of A Truck: Dustin Rhodes 
—Raul Ourique, Montreal, Quebec 


Men Of Great Caliber: The Smokin’ 
Gunns 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


MIA In Evansville: USWA 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, In 


More Blood Than ER, More Swearing 
than NYPD Blue: ECW 
—William Wright III, Pearl City, HI 


Mortal Kombat Superkick Award: 
Shawn Michaels 
—Justin Ballard, Westboro, MA 
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Most Deserving Of A Little “Chin 
Music”: Dean Douglas 
—Patricia Uher, Scranton, PA 


Most Dysfunctional Family Not Named 
The Harts: The Dudley family in ECW 
—Bob Gliese, East Brunswick, NJ 


Most Promising Look At The Future: 
The WWF's New Generation 

—Justin Ballard, Westboro, MA 
Most Desperate Attempt At Redemption: 
Lex Luger's retum to WCW 

—Justin Ballard, Westboro, MA 


Needs A Shot Against Rabies: Davey 
Boy Smith 
—Jose Jimenez, New York, NY 


New American Red Cross Blood Bank 
Donor Site: ECW 
—John Ramos, Maywood, CA 


Nicotine Champion: The Sandman 
—Scott Ramey, Proctorville, OH 


Nobody Does It Better: Shawn Michaels 
—Patricia Uher, Scranton, PA 





“Oh, Is He Still Around?”: Bob Backlund 
—Kerwin Jeudy, Brooklyn, NY 


Outdated Polyester Suit Of The Year: 
(tie) Vince McMahon and Jim Cornette 
—John Ramos, Maywood, CA 


Place Tape Over The Tabs And It’s A 
Great Blank Cassette: Hulk Hogan's 
latest record Hulk Rules 

—Eric Huvane, Lewistown, PA 


Puts The Gold Back In The WWF: 
Goldust 
—Chris Cooper, Johnstown, PA 


Quickest Submission Hold: Luna 
Vachon's groin clawhold 
—Adam Wishman, Straford, IA 


RuPaul Of Wrestling: Goldust 
—Gary Lutz, Bronx, NY 


Same Old, Boring Stuff: Hulk Hogan 
—Jose Jimenez, New York, NY 


Now This Is A Heavenly Body: 

| Tammy “Sunny” Fytch 
—Joseph & Daniel Tofalo, 
Canvers, MA 


Saturday Night Peever: Disco Inferno 
—Mike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 


“Scooby Doo, Where Are You?” 
Award: Big Van Vader 





See Evil, Hear Evil, Is Evil: Kevin 
Sullivan 

—Jose Jimenez, New York, NY 
Separated At Birth ... Er, Berth ...Er, 
Girth ... Oh, Whatever! Bertha Faye 
and Roseanne 

—Steve Walles, Stoneham, MA 


Settle On A Place, Already! Sabu 
—Jose Jimenez, New York, NY 


Slipup Of The Year: Mean Gene 
Okerlund saying “we'll be back with more 
Monday Night Raw’ during a Nitro show 

—Devone Tucker, Boston, MA 


So Close Award: WCW Monday Nitro 
tries to beat WWF Monday Night Raw 
—Hennie Detore, Greensburg, PA 


Spineless Bimbo Award: Big Van 
Vader 
—Justin Ballard, Westboro, MA 


Stop The Gravy Train, | Want To Get 
Off: Jimmy Hart 
—Ken Feola, Hollywood, FL 


Stop Your Whining, Already! Owen Hart 


—Kerwin Jeudy, Brooklyn, NY ©—Joseph & Daniel Toialo, Canvers, MA 
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Stupidest Comment Since Dinosaurs 
Walked The Earth: “Big Bubba Rogers 
is a brawler; Hulk Hogan is more of a 
technician."—Steve McMichael, on the 
debut of WCW Monday Nitro 

—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


Surprise Move Of The Year: The return 
of the “Rocker Dropper” 
—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Ted DiBiase (Not Turner) Pays A Lot 
To Tatanka (Not The Braves) But He 
Turned Out To Be Like The Indians 
(Losers). 

—Jose Jimenez, New York, NY 


The First Annual Howard Cosell 
Memorial Award: WWF Monday Night 
Raw vs. WOW Monaay Nitro 

—Juan Carlos Espinal, Brooklyn, NY 


The Kiss That Didn’t Miss: Col. Parker 
kisses Sherri Martel 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


The “Shah”-shank Redemption: Hack 
Myers 
—Harry Simon, Las Vegas, NV 


They Would Have Lost World War II: 
Allied Powers (Lex Luger and Davey Boy 
smith) 

—Carten Rauch, Linsengericht, Germany 





_ 


She Wanted TLC From KFC: 
Sherri Martel 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 





Still The Human Highlight Film: 
Sabu 
—Jamie B. Wilson, Linden, NJ 


To Retire Or Not To Retire? (Also 
Known As The “Michael Jordan Syn- 
drome”): Ric Flair 

—Jose Jimenez, New York, NY 


Turncoat Of The Year: Davey Boy Smith 
—Kerwin Jeudy, Brooklyn, NY 


Two Firings, One Match: Lawrence 
Taylor vs. Bam Bam Bigelow 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


Used Car Salesman Award: Waylon 
Mercy 
—Alison Atwood, Andover, MA 


WCW Might Be Where The Big Boys 
Play, But Here’s Where They Come To 
Wrestle: WWF 

—Raul Ourique, Montreal, Quebec 


Was Adrian Adonis His Father? Goldust 
—Keith Lester, Saluda, SC 


Welcome Back, Kotter Award: Dean 
Douglas 
—Carl Dinofa, Provo, UT 





Well, Look On The Bright Side, At 
Least He’s Not Commentating Any- 
more: Gorilla Monsoon becomes WWF 
interim president 

—Michael Weyer, Oakbrook, IL 


What Does He Mean?: Waylon Mercy 
—Walter Petty, Evansville, IN 


What Do The Words “Independent 
Circuit” Mean To You?: Hacksaw 
Duggan and Shark 

—Phil Summerlin, Jackson, MS 


Who Am! And Why Am! Here? Steve 
McMichael 
—Ty Whitney, Cincinnatus, NY 


Who Am I? What Am |? Shark 
—Joseph & Daniel Tofalo, Canvers, MA 


Why Did | Pay Money For This?: 
WCW’'s Great American Bash 1995 
—Chris Cooper, Johnstown, PA 


- Would Make A Great Stew: Dave 


Sullivan's pet rabbit 
—Robert Frioux, New Iberia, LA 


You Want Him, We Got Him: WCW 
signs Sabu 
—Luc Charbonneau, Montreal, Quebec U 





ee ee 
This Year's Sign That The 
Apocalypse Is Upon Us (With 
Apologies To Sports Illustrated): 
Barry Horowitz in the WWF Top 10 

—Denny Burkholder, Greene, NY 
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shawn Michaels will wrestle 
Bret Hart to a one-hour draw at 
WrestleMania XII ... Steve Austin, 
Big Van Vader, and Harlem Heat 
will enter the WWF ... Alundra 
Blayze will pummel Stu Saks until 
she finally gets into the “PWI/ 500” 
... In the shocker of the year, the 
Dungeon of Doom will appear in 
WWF Monday Night Raw live the 
same night that Ted DiBiase’s 
Million-Dollar Team appears on 
WCW Monday Nitro. 

—William Wright Ill, Pearl City, HI 


Hulk Hogan will lose the WCW 
World title and retire to make more 
boring movies ... Bret Hart will lose 
the WWF World title title back to 
Diesel and join Jimmy Hart in WCW 








Here’s another 
installment of a popular 
year-end favorite. As 
usual, we asked our 


prophecies about the 

| next 12 months in 

| professional wrestling. 
As we've come fo 

expect, the responses 
were quite off-beat and 

| humorous. Despite the 
comical overtones, 
some of last year’s 


accurate. For instance, 
Richard Evans of 
Gulfport, Mississippi, 
predicted that Diesel 
will become a fan 
favorite and that Rick 
Steamboat would retire. 
Who’s predictions will 
be the most accurate 
for 1996? 
Check this issue a year 
from now to find out! 





| readers to send in their || 


'warped predictions were] 





































Barry Horowitz will win the 
Intercontinental belt ... Skip and 


| Sunny will start feuding with each 


other ... WCW Monday Nitro will 
cause WWF Monday Night Raw to 
go off of the air ... Shawn Michaels 
and Marty Jannetty will reunite as 
The Rockers and easily win the 
WWF World tag team titles ... Ric 
Flair will become WCW World cham- 
pion for the 12th time ... Sting, The 
Yeti, and The Giant will run Hulk 
Hogan out of wrestling for good ... 
The Gangstas will enter WCW and 
have a street fight with Harlem Heat 
... Col. Parker and Sherri Martel will 
get married and have kids ... Bob 
Backlund will become President of 
the United States. 

—Gary Lutz, Bronx, NY 
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In keeping with the imitation WWF theme, the WCW 
will change its name to the World Wrestling Federation 
... Among the new talent acquired by the WCW, it will get 
Doink, Duke “The Dumpster” Droese, Tito Santana, 
Bruno Sammartino, Ted DiBiase’s Evil Undertaker, 
and Andre the Giant's corpse ... Shawn Michaels will 
face Diesel in the main event of WrestleMania XIl ... 
Also on the card, Mabel will face Yokozuna, and two 


minutes into the match the ring will collapse ... Bret Hart 


will singlehandedly feud with every WWF rulebreaker 
and will wrestle in every match at an In Your House pay- 
per-view. 

—Justin Ballard, Westboro, MA 


Sabu will return to the ECW and defeat ECW heavy- 
weight champion Mikey Whipwreck for the belt ... 
Cactus Jack will get injured so badly in a death match 
while touring Japan that he will retire ... Woman will train 
to become a professional wrestler and beat WWF World 





Women's champion Alundra Blayze 
at SummerSlam 1996 ... Hulk Hogan 
and Ric Flair will finally retire ... 
Tommy Dreamer, Taz, and Bret Hart 
will all enter the WCW and The Sand- 
man, Public Enemy, and 911 will go 
to the WWF. 

—Jamie B. Wilson, Linden, NJ 


| WCW will sign Hulk Hogan vs. Satan 
as the main event of SuperBrawl V1 ... 
Kevin Sullivan will add The Green 
_ Giant to his Dungeon Of Doom ... 
Hopefully, | will witness an ECW card 
|... Shawn Michaels will win the WWF 
World title ... Bobby Heenan will con- 
tinue to be the best and most enter- 
taining broadcaster in wrestling ... 
Mabel and Yokozuna will team to 
finally rid wrestling of one of its most 
annoying characters: Barry Dubinsky. 

—Raul Ourique, Montreal, Quebec 


Eddy Guerrero, Dean Malenko, 
Chris Benoit, and Sabu will battle for 
the WCW junior heavyweight title in a 
round-robin tournament that will steal 
the show at SuperBrawl VI... Big Van 
Vader will join the WWF and destroy 
everyone ... ECW will put on a pay- 
per-view at which Cactus Jack and 
Sandman will wrestle in a barbed- 
wire, baseball bat, dynamite, broken 
glass, caning match. 

—Dan Barnes, Lima, OH 


The Giant will fall from an airplane 
without a parachute and suffer no 
injuries whatsoever ... Dr. Issac Yankem will turn on 
Jerry Lawler. After knocking out “The King” with no 
anesthetic, Yankem will extract all of Lawler’s molars with 
a rusty pair of pliers ... Arnold the Pig from Green Acres 
will become Henry Godwinn’s mascot in the WWF ... 
Someone will inform the Disco Inferno that it isn’t 1978 
anymore and that disco died a long time ago ... Sherri 
Martel and Col. Parker will get married on Nitro, with 
Brother Love performing the ceremony ... Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese will become the official WWF sani- 
tation engineer, emptying garbage cans at Titan Towers 
and arenas all over the USA ... Fans at ringside will get 
violently ill when Paul Orndorff refuses to allow his 
entrance music to be turned off ... Ric Flair and Lex 
Luger will be hospitalized for chronic dizziness caused 
by them switching from good to bad and back too many 
times ... Goldust will go to Hollywood and become the 
next Marilyn Monroe. 

—WMike Facciani, Johnstown, PA 
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The Ultimate Warrior will enter the WCW and kick 
The Renegade’s butt ... By the end of the year, WCW 
Monday Nitro will be a bore and WWF Monday Night 
Raw will remain the best TV wrestling show ... Pay-per- 
view wrestling will go through a slump ... O.J. Simpson 
will enter WCW, break every rule in the book, and won't 
stop saying to referees, “| didn’t do it!” ... Big Van Vader, 
Public Enemy, and 911 will all go to the WWF ... 
Tommy Dreamer and Raven will join WCW ... “Double 
J” Jeff Jarrett and The Honky Tonk Man will record an 
album, but it will later be discovered that they were lip- 
synching and that Milli Vanilli were the actual singers. 

—Luc Charbonneau, Montreal, Quebec 


Shawn Michaels will beat Bret Hart for the WWF 


World title at WrestleMania XI!, and Shawn will go on to 
defend the belt at every In Your House against a mem- 
ber of the group of guys that assaulted him in Syracuse, 
New York ... 1996 will close with Razor Ramon as WWF 
World champion ... Sid Vicious will become a fan 
favorite ... Savio Vega will win the Intercontinental belt 





during the fall ... Goldust will win the 1996 King of the 
Ring ... Curt Hennig will start his own wrestling promo- 
tion ... Yokozuna will join ECW. 

—Devone Tucker, Boston, MA 


Sid Vicious will leave wrestling to become a therapist 
for the emotionally distressed ... The Kid will grow up 
and learn to take a loss like a man ... Roddy Piper will 
come back as a commentator on Monday Night Raw, giv- 
ing Nitro a run for its money ... Bad feelings will grow 
once again between Diesel and Shawn Michaels when 
Diesel feels Shawn is getting more attention from the 
fans ... WWE will challenge WCW to a battle royal, which 
will upset Hulk Hogan, causing him to 
retire ... Shawn Michaels will be WWF 
World champion by SummerSlam ’96. 

—Patricia Uher, Scranton, PA 


Mikey Whipwreck will lose the ECW 
title to Steve Austin, then will go to the 
WWF as the A-B-C Kid and team with the 
1-2-3 Kid ... Frustrated in the WCW, Lex 
Luger will discover that he is actually a 
Dudley and enter ECW using his real 
name Milk Dudley ... The Ultimate 
Warrior will enter WCW and destroy 
Hulk Hogan and The Renegade in a 
handicap match on WNitro The 
Sandman will have a heart attack on an 
ECW telecast ... The Undertaker will win 
the Royal Rumble and beat Bret Hart for 
World title ... 911 will enter the WWF and 
chokeslam Vince McMahon and Jerry 
| Lawler on Raw ... Axl and lan Rotten 
will finally settle their feud in a “loser- 
must-be-killed” match. 

—Bob Gliese, East Brunswick, NJ 


Dusty Rhodes will join the WWF 
when he hears Bob Backlund is giving 
everyone chicken wings ... Scientists will 
search for intelligent life in ECW and none 
will be found ... A fan will pat The Kid on 
the shoulder and get a paper cut ... Mo 
and Mabel will get stranded in the middle 
of nowhere without food. Mo will never be 
heard from again ... Gorilla Monsoon’s 
commentary will cure many people of 
insomnia ... A new study will prove 
wrestling Big Van Vader is more haz- 
ardous to your health than smoking ... Hillbilly Jim will 
be injured while drinking milk when the cow sits down ... 
Johnny B. Badd will replace Toucan Sam as the 
spokesperson for Fruit Loops ... Dave Sullivan will get 
confused when he is put in a round room and told to 
stand in the corner. 

—Johnny Pluto, Pottstown, PA 0 
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THIS DIGEST-SIZED CHUNK OF HISTORY HAS IT ALL! 
WE’RE TALKING 196 PAGES OF REFERENCE MATERIAL 
EVERY WRESTLING FAN’S GOTTA HAVE! 

e A year-by-year history of wrestling! 

e Candid profiles of 50 top stars! 

® Comprehensive title histories of the sport’s top 
championships-active and inactive! 
Statistics for hundreds of wrestlers worldwide! 

- Results of every pay-per-view card ever! 
A comprehensive directory of promotional organizations! 
Analysis of the 10 biggest news stories of 1995! 
A look ahead to 1996! 
And much, much, much more! 


IS THE ULTIMATE WRESTLING PUBLICATION! 
THE DATE: JANUARY 16, 1996 
THE PLACE: NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE 
THE BOTTOM LINE: PREPARE TO GET BLOWN AWAY! 
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: UNITED STATES 
DELAWARE 


WILMINGTON—East Coast Wrestling 
Alliance at St. Matthew's Parish Hall: 
Tag team champs Ace Darling & Kid 
Flash wrestled Devon Storm & Lance 





Diamond to a draw ... Inferno Kid 
defeated Steve Corino in a coal 
miner's glove match ... The Superstar 
beat Rockin’ Ronnie ... Boogie- 
Woogie Brown beat Derrick Domino 
by disqualification ... Blue Thunder 
beat Glenn Osbourne in a lumberjack 
match ... Heavyweight champion The 
Cheetah Master defeated Big Mike 
Mayhem ... Glenn Osbourne won a 
battle royal ... Jacob & Eli Blu beat 
Johnny Gunn & Jim Powers. 
(10-13-95) 

—Jake Curley 


GEORGIA 


DOUGLASVILLE—Independent 
Championship Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: David Wright 
beat Cody Gunn ... Steve Michaels 
beat Lex Reed ... Rikki Rhodes beat 
The Terminator ... Mid-Atlantic cham- 
pion Dark Starr beat Agent Steele .. 
Heavyweight champion “Mean” Marc 
Ash beat Rob McBride. 
(10-29-95) 

—Marcus Watkins 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the 
TWA Arena: Rick Justice defeated 
The Black Panther ... Crippler Lee 
defeated Michael Collins ... Richie 
Dye defeated Sam Colt by countout 
.. Mark Pain & The New One Man 
Gang defeated The Outpatient & 
Jimmy Sharpe ... Roger Sartain, 
Chuck Colt, & Ricky Morton defeat- 
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fyorena. 






ed The Royal Kangaroos & The 
Warlock. 
(10-20-95) 

_—Laura Nerman 


ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling 
Alliance at the TWA Arena: The 
Outpatient beat The Samurai 
Dragon ... Richie Dye & Woody 
Woodchuck beat Mark Pain & The 
New One Man Gang ... Jimmy 
Sharpe defeated Sam Colt by dis- 
qualification ... Bucky Siegler beat 
Rick Justice ... Bobby Hayes, Jason 
Valentine, & The Warlock beat 
Roger Sartain, Chuck Colt, & Ricky 
Morton. 
(10-13-95) 

—Bill Needham 
ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO—AAA at the International 
Amphitheater: Octagoncito beat 
Jerrito Estrada ... Koji Kitao beat 
Hideo No-Name ... Cactus Jack, 
Sabu, & Psicosis wrestled Rey 
Misterio Jr., Super Calo, & Winners 
to a no-contest ... Jerry Estrada, 
Pentagon, & Reyna Atomico defeat- 
ed La Parka, Tinieblas Jr., & Super 
Muneco by disqualification ... Public 
Enemy & Tommy Dreamer defeated 
The Eliminators & 2 Cold Scorpio .. 
Konnan, Perro Aguayo, & Octagon 
defeated Cien Caras, Killer, & KGB. 
(10-21-95) 

—Marty Franklin 


CRYSTAL LAKE—Windy City Wrest- 
ling at McHenry County College: 
Brandon Bishop beat lightweight 
champion Steve Boz by disqualification 
... League champion Turbo wrestled to 
a double-countout with Mike Anthony 
.. Brett Sanders pinned Ivan Urkoff 
.. Frank Melson won a 12-man elimi- 
nation match to earn a shot at the 
heavyweight title later on the card ... 
Haystacks Hoss beat Ripper Manson 
& Psycho by disqualification in a handi- 
cap match ... Heavyweight champion 
Mike Samson beat Frank Melson by 
reverse decision ... Brandon Bishop 
won a battle royal. 
(10-14-95) 
—Steve Cain 





The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month's worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 

of PWI Weekly received these results just 

days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PW! Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write fo: “Arena Report” 
c/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


KENTUCKY 
BARBOURVILLE—Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling at Knox Central High School: 
Chris Michaels beat Headbanger 
Thrasher ... Punisher beat Robert 
Gibson ... Terry Gordy beat heavy- 
weight champion Brad Armstrong by 
disqualification ... Buddy Landell wres- 
tled Tommy Rich to a double-countout 
... Tag team champions The Heavenly 
Bodies beat Tony Anthony & Tracey 
Smothers. 
(10-07-95) 

—Frank Miller 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SPRINGFIELD—WWF at the Civic 
Center: Hakushi pinned Skip ... King 
Kong Bundy pinned Barry Horowitz ... 
Savio Vega pinned Kama ... The Kid 
pinned Mr. Bob Backlund | 
Intercontinental champion Shawn 
Michaels pinned Davey Boy Smith ... 
World Women’s champion Bertha Faye 
pinned Alundra Blayze ... World tag 
team champions The Smokin’ Gunns 
defeated Men on a Mission ... The 
Undertaker pinned Isaac Yankem. 
(10-10-95) 

—Dan Reilly 


GLOUCESTER—Century Wrestling 
Alliance at the Talbot Ice Arena: Doink 
the Clone beat The Kabuki Kid ... 
Devon Storm defeated The Inferno Kid 

. The Bronx Bomber beat New 
England heavyweight champion Tony 
Rumble to win the title ... Kevin 
Sullivan beat heavyweight champion 
Vic Steamboat to win the title ... El 
Mascarado fought The Falcon to a 
draw ... Fatal Attraction beat The 
Hollywood Kidz ... Knuckles Nelson 
pinned Johnny Gunn ... Tony Atlas 
battled “Laughing Man” Hugh Morris 
to a double-countout. 
(10-07-95) 

—Eric Winston 

MINNESOTA 
COTTAGE GROVE—Northerm Premier 
Wrestling at the Rodeo: Samson pinned 
The Nightstalker ... Johnny Parks and 
The Kamikaze Kid wrestled to a draw 
... Horace the Psychopath pinned 
Lenny Lane ... Dan Jesser beat The 


Mangler by disqualification... 
Heavyweight champion J.B. Trask (with 
Mortimer Plumbtree) pinned Charlie 
Norris. 
(10-24-95) 

—Terry Griggs 


LINDSTROM—Northern Premier 
Wrestling at the Scoreboard Lounge: 
The Nightstalker pinned Johnny Parks 
... The Blacktop Bully pinned The 
Kamikaze Kid ... Dan Jesser pinned 
Lenny Lane... Horace the 
Psychopath pinned The Mangler ... 
J.B. Trask defeated heavyweight cham- 
pion Charlie Norris in a best-of-three- 
falls match to regain the title. 
(10-23-95) 

—Lon Walcoit 


ST. PAUL—Pro Wrestling America at 
the Sports Garden: Punisher defeated 
Nailz ... The Destruction Crew beat 
Scotty Z & Tony the Annihilator ... T. 
Rex beat Mr. Dynamite by disqualifica- 
tion ... The Kamikaze Kid defeated 
Doug Waalen by disqualification ... 
Lenny Lane defeated Horace the 
Psychopath by countout. 
(10-21-95) 

—Rich Harris 


MISSISSIPPI 


ROBINSONVILLE—USWA at the 
Sheraton Casino: Cory Williams defeat- 
ed Ken Rayper ... The Bushwhackers 
defeated Tekno Team 2000 ... John 
Wright & Budro From Mempho defeat- 
ed Brandon Baxter & Downtown 
Bruno (a.k.a. Harvey Wippleman)... 
Jerry Lawler & Brian Christopher 
defeated Jesse James Armstrong & 
Ax! Rotten. 
(10-18-95) 

—Mark Mitchell 


NEW JERSEY 
WOODBURY—NWA at the National 
Guard Armory: Jimmy Snuka pinned 
The Metal Maniac ... The Inferno Kid 
pinned Rick Ratchet ... The Rockin’ 
Rebel, H.W. Star, & Twiggy Ramirez 
defeated Easy Rider, Derrick Domino, 
& Glenn Osbourne ... Ace Darling 
defeated Damian Stone ... H.W. Star 
won a battle royal ... The Lost Boys 
fought East L.A. to a no-contest ... 
North American champion Tommy 
Cairo pinned Mike Vendetta 
Heavyweight champion Dan Severn 
beat Jim Neidhart ... Sabu pinned 
Devon Storm. | 
(10-28-95) 

—Bart Orkline & Chuck Langerman 


NEW YORK 


GLENS FALLS—WWF at the Civic 
Center: Hakushi pinned Skip ... Savio 
Vega beat Kama ... King Kong Bundy 
beat Barry Horowitz ... The Kid beat 
Mr. Bob Backiund ... World tag team 
champions The Smokin’ Gunns beat 
Men on a Mission ... World Women’s 


champion Bertha Faye defeated 
Alundra Blayze ... Savio Vega beat 
Isaac Yankem ... Intercontinental 
champion Shawn Michaels beat Davey 
Boy Smith. 
(10-11-95) 

—WMike Blair 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square 
Garden: Hakushi beat Skip ... Barry 
Horowitz beat Mo ... World women’s 
champion Bertha Faye beat Alundra 
Blayze ... The Kid beat Bob Backlund 
... Savio Vega beat Kama ... World tag 
team champions The Smokin’ Gunns 
beat Jacob & Eli Blu ... Bret Hart beat 
Isaac Yankem ... Intercontinental 
champion Shawn Michaels beat Davey 
Boy Smith by disqualification ... The 
Undertaker beat Mabel. 
(10-06-95) 

—WNatalie Cuthie 


NORTH CAROLINA 


KINGS MOUNTAIN—North American 
Wrestling Alliance at the Community 
Genter: Emilio Ulacia beat D.L. Cool ... 
Jeff Victory defeaied Johnny B. 
Goode ... Brian Williams beat The 
Black Ninja. In accordance with a pre- 
match stipulation, Ninja was forced to 
unmask ... Krazy Kane Atoms beat 
The Texas Outlaw ... Scott Powers & 
Too Hott Thomas beat Krazy Kane 
Atoms & American G.I. ... Jake 
Mulligan & Kevin Kirby fought The 
Ringlords to a double-disqualification. 
(10-28-95) 

—Dan Parris 


KINGS MOUNTAIN—Pro Wrestling 
Federation at the Armory: In quarterfi- 
nal matches in a tournament to deter- 
mine a new heavyweight champion: 
Star Ryder beat Flaming Youth ... 
Italian Stallion beat Russian Assassin 
... Randy Sledge beat Tyrone Knox ... 
George South beat Carolina Dreamer. 
(10-20-95) 

—Brock Chandler 


FOREST CITY—Pro Wrestling 
Federation at the Armory: In semifinal 
matches in a tournament to deter- 
mine a new heavyweight champion: 
Italian Stallion pinned Star Ryder ... 
George South beat Randy Sledge ... 
In the tournament final: Stallion beat 
South to become the new PWF heavy- 
weight champion ... /n a non-tourna- 
ment match: Tag team champions 
Terry Austin & Austin Steele beat 
Cruel Connection Il & Flaming Youth. 
(10-21-95) 

—Brock Chandler 


CONCORD—Carolina Championship 
Wrestling at the Hartsell School Gym: 
Kevin Kirby beat Bob Brandon ... 
Super Rocker wrestled Bobby Rose to 
a draw ... Dave Jericho beat Chris 
Hamrick ... Colt Steele defeated Bart 
Sawyer ... Mike Winner & Doink the 


Clown beat Ken Timbs & L.A. 
Stephens by disqualification ... Willie 
Clay defeated Gary Royal in a strap 
match. 
(10-14-95) 

—Dan Parris 


PFAFFTOWN—AIWF at the West 
Central Community Center: Johnny 
Reb beat “Good Ol’ Boy” Leroy 
McCoy ... King Cobra beat Jumpin’ 
Jimmy ... The Intimidator defeated 
Roadblock Rex ... Major Havoc beat 
Major Breakinridge ... The Tennessee 
Violence Authority beat The Demons 
... Jammer defeated Rick Deezel in a 
ladder match ... Chris Windham beat 
Brian Danzig in a lumberjack match. 
(10-14-95) 

—Dean Puckett 


CHARLOTTE—Pro Wrestling Feder- 
ation free show for underprivileged chil- 
dren at New Hope Church: Russian 
Assassin beat Carolina Dreamer ... 
Junior heavyweight champion Black 
Blood beat Tyrone Knox ... Flaming 
Youth defeated Star Ryder ... George 
South & Italian Stallion beat tag team 
champions Terry Austin & Austin 
Steele by disqualification. 
(10-04-95) ) 
—Ajmee Hart 


OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA CITY—Power Zone 
Wrestling Alliance at the National Guard 
Armory: Rick Garrett defeated Damian 
Kinkaid Il] by disqualification ... Tom 
Jones beat Super X by disqualification 
... Billy Phoenix wrestled Psycho to a 
draw ... The Blues Brothers beat 
Slash & Rick Valentine ... Treach- 
erous Phillips Jr. beat Slash ... 
Chopper beat Shawn Summers by dis- 
qualification ... TNT defeated heavy- 
weight champion Casey Cannon to win 
the title. 
(10-27-95) 

—Clark Peterson 


PENNSYLVANIA 


PHILADELPHIA—Extreme 
Championship Wrestling at the ECW 
Arena: Axl Rotten pinned Dudley 
Dudley ... The Pit Bulls beat Tony 
Stetson & Donn E. Allen ... The 
Eliminators beat Scott Steiner & Taz 
... Rey Misterio Jr. & Konnan beat 
Psicosis & La Parka by countout ... 
Johnny Grunge pinned Stevie 
Richards in a “loser-must-wear-a-dress” 
match ... Mikey Whipwreck defeated 
heavyweight champion The Sandman 
in a ladder match to win the title ... J.T. 
Smith pinned El Puerto Ricano ... 
Hack Myers pinned Dances With 
Dudley ... TV champion 2 Cold 
Scorpio pinned Rocco MfRock. 
According to a prematch stipulation, 
Scorpio won the tag team title by pinning 
Rock, who was a co-holder of the tag 
team title going into the match. He 
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picked The Sandman to be his new tag 
team partner ... Tommy Dreamer (with 
Terry Funk) pinned Cactus Jack (with 
Raven). 
(10-28-95) 

—MMark Lindsay 


PHILADELPHIA—Extreme Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the ECW Arena: 
Taz defeated Jason ... Cactus Jack 
pinned Pablo Pena ... Konnan pinned 
Dudley Dudley ... Psicosis beat Rey 
Misterio Jr. in a best-of-three-falls match 
... Raven & Steve Richards defeated 
tag team champions The Pit Bulls to win 
the belts (Tod Gordon and Bill Alfonso 
were the special guest referees) ... TV 
champion 2 Cold Scorpio pinned J.T. 
Smith ... 2 Cold Scorpio pinned Hack 
Myers ... Heavyweight champion The 
Sandman pinned Mikey Whipwreck ... 
Public Enemy won the ECW tag team 
belts in a three-way match by defeating 
The Gangstas and champions Raven & 
Stevie Richards. 
(10-07-95) 

—Bart Orkline 


KENNETT SQUARE—Extreme Cham- 
pionship Wrestling at the Big Apple 
Dinner Theater: Bubba Ray Dudley 
pinned Axi Rotten ... The Eliminators 
beat Hack Myers & El Puerto Ricano ... 
Dances With Dudley beat J.T. Smith by 
countout ... Stevie Richards pinned 
Mikey Whipwreck ... Raven pinned 
Tommy Dreamer in a falls-count-any- 
where match ... Cactus Jack wrestled 
Konnan to a double-disqualification ... 
Tag team champions Public Enemy beat 
The Sandman & 2 Cold Scorpio. 
(10-27-95) 

—Bart Orkline 


CONNELLSVILLE—Stee! City Wrestling 
at the High School: Battman defeated 
Brian Rollins ... Frank Stalletto & 
Steve Richards defeated tag team 
champions Lou Marconi & Black Cat to 
win the title. After the match Raven and 
Steve Richards attacked Stalletto, and 
the belts were declared held up ... Masa 
Hiro Panic pinned Benson Lee ... 
Raven beat Ray Roberts ... Sheriff 
Steele beat Koko B. Ware by disquailifi- 
cation ... Virgil & Bill Mickey (a local fire- 
fighter) beat Lord Zoltan & Notorious 
Norm ... Johnny Gunn beat heavy- 
hae champion T. Rantula to win the 
é. 

(10-21-95) 

—Jeff Gorman 


LEWISTOWN—American 
Commonwealth Wrestling’'s “Fall 
Wrestlefest '95” at the Lewistown Area 
HS: Frank Stalletto defeated Brian 
Rollins ... Mikey Whipwreck pinned 
Ubas ... Johnny Graham defeated light 
heavyweight champion Lord Zoltan to 
win the title ... Tiny the Terrible defeated 
Half Nelson in a midget match ... The 
Bushwhackers beat Dino Casanova & 
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Romeo Valentino ... Heavyweight cham- 
pion T. Rantula wrestled Johnny Gunn 
to a double-disqualification ... Tito 
Santana & Virgil beat Rick Martel & Mr. 
Hughes. 
(10-14-95) 

—Wichael J. DiMuzio 


TOWER CITY—NWA at Williams Valley 
High School: Tito Santana beat Rick 
Martel by countout ... Johnny Gunn 
beat Jim Powers ... Inferno Kid beat 
Rick Ratchet ... The Sons of Samoa 
wrestled The Natural Born Killers to a 
double-countout ... North American 
champion Tommy Cairo beat Devon 
Storm ... Ace Darling & Gino Caruso 
beat Corey Student & Kid Flash ... 
Brutus Beefcake beat The Hari Krishna 
. Rockin’ Rebel beat Corporal 
Punishment ... Duke Droese beat 
Nikolai Volkoff. 
(10-14-95) 
—Witch Pulaski 


JIM THORPE—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at Flagstaff: Tag team champi- 
ons The Pit Bulls defeated J.T. Smith & 
Dino Sendoff ... Hack Myers pinned 
J.T. Smith ... The Gangstas beat 
Dudley Dudley & Dances With Dudley 
in an anything-goes match ... 911, Taz, & 
Mikey Whipwreck beat Jason & The 
Eliminators ... Heavyweight champion 
The Sandman wrestled Konnan to a 
double-disqualification ... Cactus Jack 
defeated Hack Myers by countout ... TV 
champion 2 Cold Scorpio beat Tommy 
Dreamer ... Public Enemy beat Raven 
& Steve Richards in a double-table 
match. 
(10-06-95) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 
RHODE ISLAND 
PROVIDENCE—WWF at the Civic 
Center: Hakushi beat Skip ... World 
women’s champ Bertha Faye beat 
Alundra Blayze ... Savio Vega beat 
Kama ... The Kid beat Bob Backlund 
... Bret Hart beat Isaac Yankem ... 
World tag team champs The Smokin’ 
Gunns beat Jacob & Eli Blu ... 
Intercontinental champion Shawn 
Michaels beat Davey Boy Smith by dis- 
qualification ... The Undertaker beat 
Mabel. 
(10-07-95) 

—Fred Wilson 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
INMAN—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Armory: Terry Austin beat Star Ryder 
... Carolina Dreamer beat Super Ninja 
... Austin Steele beat Randy Sledge ... 
Heavyweight champion Italian Stallion 
beat The Barbarian. 
(10-28-95) 

—Brock Chandler 


TENNESSEE 
JOHNSON CITY—Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling at Freedom Hall: Chris 





Michaels beat Headbanger Mosh ... 
Robert Gibson beat The Punisher by 
disqualification ... Headbanger Thrasher 
& Terry Gordy beat Brad Armstrong & 
Wolfman ... Tag team champions The 
Heavenly Bodies beat Tony Anthony & 
Tracey Smothers in a double chain 
match in which Robert Gibson was the 
referee ... Buddy Landell beat Tommy 
Rich in a barbed-wire match. 
(10-28-95) 

—Gina Makoul 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South 
Coliseum: Steven Dunn defeated Kip 
Morris ... Doug Gilbert defeated 
Brandon Baxter ... Billy Jack Haynes 
beat Southern champion Jesse James 
Armstrong by disqualification ... Tag 
team champions PG-13 beat Bob & 
Steve Armstrong by disqualification ... 
Brian Christopher beat Souther cham- 
pion Jesse James Armstrong in a hair 
vs. belt match to win the title ... Steve 
Armstrong, Jesse James Armstrong, 
& Tracey Smothers beat Doug Gilbert, 
Brian Christopher, & Billy Jack Haynes 
ina Texas death match. 
(10-23-95) 

—WMark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South 
Coliseum: John Rotten beat Ken 
Rayper ... Spellbinder defeated Axl 
Rotten ... Doug Gilbert beat Steven 
Dunn in a taped-fist match ... The 
Bushwhackers beat Tekno Team 2000 
... Brandon Baxter beat Miss Texas in 
a mixed match ... USWA tag team cham- 
pions PG-13 beat Smoky Mountain tag 
team champions The Heavenly Bodies 
by disqualification ... Brian Christopher, 
Doug Gilbert, & Billy Jack Haynes 
defeated Bob Armstrong, Jesse James 
Armstrong, & Steve Armstrong. 
(10-16-95) 

—WMark Mitchell 


“He didn’t cut it off. he pulled it out.” 


MEMPHIS—USWA ait the Mid-South 
Coliseum: Pat Tanaka beat Kit Morse ... 
Axl Rotten beat Spellbinder ... Steven 
Dunn defeated Doug Gilbert ... Tag team 
champions PG-13 beat Tekno Team 2000 
... Marty Jannetty beat Steven Dunn ... 
Brian Christopher & Miss Texas beat 
Jesse James Armstrong & Brandon 
Baxter in an elimination match ... Brian 
Christopher won an anything-goes baitle 
royal. 
(10-09-95) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South 
Coliseum: Pat Tanaka beat Tony 
Williams ... Spellbinder defeated Axl 
Rotten ... Miss Texas defeated Brandon 
Baxter by disqualification in a mixed match 
.. smoky Mountain tag team champions 
The Heavenly Bodies beat Tekno Team 
2000 ... Doug Gilbert beat Steven Dunn 
.. Southem champion Brian Christopher 
defeated Jesse James Armstrong ... 
USWA tag team champions PG-13 defeat- 
ed WWF World tag team champions The 
Smokin’ Gunns by disqualification. 


(10-02-95) 
—/iark Mitchell 


FOUNTAIN CITY—All-State Wrestling at 
the Gresham Middle School: Keith Hart 
pinned Eric Rose ... Mr. Soto beat Dr. 
Dan ... Rick Conners pinned Big Jessie 
Ellis ... Tony Prichard & Lone Star 
defeated Shogun | & Los Lobos ... The 
Black Assassin defeated heavyweight 
champion Billy Orderly to win the title ... 
Johnny Meadows & Jeff Anderson 
defeated tag team champions The 
Regulators to win the title. 
(10-21-95) 

—Bill Needham 


MORRISTOWN—Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling at the Talley Ward Memorial 
Recreation Center. Chris Michaels pinned 
Headbanger Mosh ... Robert Gibson 
defeated The Punisher ... Tag team 
champions The Heavenly Bodies & Terry 
Gordy defeated Tracey Smothers, Tony 
Anthony, & Brad Armstrong ... Tommy 
Rich beat Buddy Landell in a falls-count- 
anywhere match. 
(10-21-95) 

—WMichael J. DiMuzio 


KNOXVILLE—Smoky Mountain Wrestling 
at the Civic Coliseum: Chris Michaels 
pinned Headbanger Mosh ... Robert 
Gibson defeated The Punisher by dis- 
qualification ... Headbanger Thrasher & 
Terry Gordy beat heavyweight champion 
Brad Armstrong & The Wolfman. 
Because of a prematch stipulation, since 
Armstrong was pinned in the match, Gordy 
became the new SMW heavyweight cham- 
pion ... Tag team champions The 
eee Bodies defeated Tony Anthony 

Tracey Smothers ... Tommy Rich beat 
Buddy Landell in a.chain match. 
(10-20-95) 

—BGill Needham & Michael J. DiMuzio 


ALCOA—All-State Wrestling at the 
Green Acres Flea Market: The 
Eliminator beat The North Carolina Kid 
... Dr. Dan & Rick Conners defeated 
Eric Rose & Jessie Ellis ... Lynn 
Montana & The Delaware Destroyer 
wrestled Shogun | & Bobby B to a dou- 
ble-countout ... Keith Hart pinned 
Johnny Meadows ... Billy Orderly beat 
Eric Rose ... David Jericho, Lone Star, 
& Greg Hart beat Rick Justice, Chuck 
Colt, & Regulator Stone ... Tony 
Prichard beat Shogun Il by disqualifica- 
tion. 
(10-19-95) 

—Bill Needham 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States 
Wrestling at the Sampson Center: Ricky 
Morton beat Justin St. John by disquali- 


fication ... Scott Sterling wrestled The 
Alabama ‘Heartthrob to a draw ... Jeff 
Lovin pinned The Stormtrooper ... Iron 
Man beat Eddie Bruiser ... The 


Tennessee Equalizer & Chic White beat 
Danny Christian & Cossie Hale ... Iron 
Man pinned heavyweight champion 
Steve Flynn to win the belt. 
(10-07-95) 

—Fay Ferguson 
TEAAS 
DALLAS—Confederate Wrestling 
Alliance at the Sportaforium: Al Jackson 
defeated The Inferno ... Action Jackson 
defeated King Kong ... Johnny Mantel 
& Bill Irwin beat Sam Houston & Scoit 
Putski by disqualification ... Awesome 
Kong beat Bullman Downs ... Devon 
Michaels & Bo Vegas beat Shawn 
Summers & Alex Porteau ... Action 
Jackson wrestled Firebreaker Chip to a 
double-countout ... Chris Adams beat 
Vito Mussolini. 
(10-06-95) 

—Mike Gerard 





AUSTRIA 


VIENNA—WWF at the Vienna City Hall: 
Waylon Mercy beat Aldo Montoya .. 
Jean-Pierre Lafitte beat Henry 

odwinn ... Man Mountain Rock beat 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley ... Rad 
Radford beat Bob Holly ... Razor 
Ramon beat Dean Douglas ... Fatu beat 
Owen Hart ... Bam Bam Bigelow beat 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious ... World champi- 
on Diesel beat Yokozuna. 
(10-06-95) 

—Mitchell Svboka 

CANADA 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—River City 
Wrestling at Chalmers Community Club: 
Steve Stryker beat The Tulip ... Bobby 
Collins pinned The Red Dragon ... 
Bobby Jay defeated E.Z. Ryder to eam 
a title shot against champion Brian Jewel 
at a later show ... The Reservoir Dogs 
beat tag team champions Brother 


Midnite & Sweet Daddy Cadillac to 
regain the title ... RCW heavyweight 
champion Brian Jewel pinned Action 
Wrestling Alliance heavyweight champion 
J.B. Trask to win the title ... Robby 
Royce beat Vance Nevada... E.Z. 
Ryder won a battle royal. 
(10-26-95) 

—Vern May 


ENGLAND 
LONDON—WWF at Royal Albert Hall: 
Man Mountain Rock beat Rad Radford 
... Waylon Mercy beat Bob Holly .... 
Bam Bam Bigelow beat “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious ... Jean-Pierre Lafitte defeated 
Aldo Montoya ... Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley beat Henry Godwinn . 
Owen Hart defeated Fatu ... Razor 
Ramon defeated Dean Dougjas ... 
World champion Diesel defeated 
Yokozuna. 
(10-04-95) 

—Elizabeth Kingston 





FLORIDA 
MIAMI—NWA at 
Auditorium: Jack Brisco pinned Bobby 


Miami Beach 


Duncum ... Bob Roop defeated Dick 
Murdoch by disqualification ... Mr. 


Wrestling beat Gary Fulton ... Ron 
Fuller defeated Ole Anderson ... Doug 
Sanders beat Rick Sanchez ... The 


Infernos wrestled Louie Tillet & 
Bearcat Wright to a draw ... Dory 
Funk Jr. wrestled Bobby Shane to a 
draw. 
(01-12-72) 

—PW/I archives 


NEVADA 
LAS VEGAS—AWA at the Showboat 
Sports Pavilion: Jim Brunzell beat 
Steve Regal ... Nick Bockwinkel 
pinned Brad Rheingans ... Curt & 
Larry Hennig beat World tag team 
champions The Road Warriors (with 
Paul Ellering) in a non-title match ... 
Jimmy Garvin beat World champion 
Rick Martel by disqualification ... 
Crusher Blackwell beat Masked 
Superstar in a “lights-out” match. 
(01-17-85) 

—Mike Stewart 


NEW YORK 
NEW YORK—WWWF at Madison 
Square Garden: Tarzan Tyler pinned 
Miguel Perez ... Pete Sanchez wres- 
tled Angelo Savoldi to a draw ... Bobo 
Brazil & Johnny Valentine beat Dr. Bill 
& Danny Miller ... The Beast of Sicily 
pinned Chief Big Heart ... Prince 
laukea defeated Magnificent Maurice 
... Antonio Pugliese beat Smasher 
Sloan ... World champion Bruno 
Sammartino beat Baron Mikel 
Scicluna by disqualification. 
(01-24-66) 

—PWI archives 
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[Editor’s note: As of press time for 
these pages, results for WWF’s 
Survivor Series (November 19), 
WCW’'s World War Ill (November 26), 
WWF's In Your House V (December 
17), and WCW’'s Sitarrcade (December 
27) were not available.] 


WWF ROYAL RUMBLE (Tampa, FL, 


Sun Dome): Buck Quartermaine beat 


Steve Lombardi in a match not shown 
on the pay-per-view broadcast ... Jeff 
Jarrett pinned Intercontinental champion 
Razor Ramon to win the belt in 20:52 
(Jarrett had won by countout at 11:47, but 
the match was restarted at 14:34 when 
Ramon agreed to continue the bout) .., 
The Undertaker pinned Irwin R. 
Schyster in 12:20 ... World champion 
Diesel and Bret Hart wrestled to a draw 
in 28:39 ... The Kid & Bob Holly beat 
Bam Bam Bigelow & Tatanka in a tour- 
nament final to win the vacant World tag 
team title ... Shawn Michaels won the 
Royal Rumble, last eliminating Davey 
Boy Smith, at 38:40. 

(January 22) 


WCW SUPERBRAWL (Baltimore, MD, 
Baltimore Arena): Paul Orndorff pinned 
Brad Armstrong ... Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell & The Patriot beat Dino 
Casanova & Romeo Valentino ... TV 
champion Arn Anderson pinned 
Johnny B. Badd in a lumberjack match 
... In matches shown on the pay-per- 
view: Alex Wright pinned Paul Roma in 
13:21 ... Hacksaw Duggan beat 
Bunkhouse Buck in 11:58 ... Kevin 
Sullivan pinned Dave Sullivan in 7:19 
... World tag team champions Harlem 
Heat (with Sherri Martel) defeated The 
Nasty Boys by disqualification in 17:06 
... Blacktop Bully (managed by Col. 
Rob Parker) pinned Dustin Rhodes in 
16:10 ... Randy Savage & Sting beat 
Avalanche & Big Bubba Rogers in 
10:18 ... World champion Hulk Hogan 
beat U.S. champion Big Van Vader by 
disqualification in 15:10 when Ric Flair 
interfered, 

(February 19) 


WCW UNCENSORED (Tupelo, MS, 
The Coliseum): Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell & The Patriot beat Dick Slater 
& Bunkhouse Buck in 12:31 ... 
Blacktop Bully beat Dustin Rhodes in 
13:09 in a “King Of The Road” match that 
took place on a moving 18-wheel flatbed 
truck ... Meng beat Hacksaw Duggan in 
7:34 in a martial arts match ... Johnny B. 
Badd knocked out Arn Anderson in 
round four of a boxer vs. wrestler match 
... Randy Savage beat Avalanche by 
disqualification at 11:27 when Ric Flair, 
wearing women’s clothing and a wig, ran 
in and attacked Savage ... Big Bubba 
Rogers pinned Sting in 13:32 ... The 
Nasty Boys beat Harlem Heat in 15:28 
in a “Texas Tornado” match ... Hulk 
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Hogan beat Big Van Vader in 15:28 ina 
strap match when Hogan attacked Ric 
Flair, who had interfered, and dragged 
him to all four comers. 

(March 19) 


WWF WRESTLEMANIA XI (Hartford, 
CT, Civic Center): Lex Luger & Davey 
Boy Smith beat Eli & Jacob Blu when 
Smith pinned Jacob at 6:37 ... Razor 
Ramon beat Intercontinental champion 
Jeff Jarrett by disqualification at 13:29 
when The Roadie interfered ... The 
Undertaker beat King Kong Bundy at 
6:38 ... Owen Hart & Yokozuna won the 
WWF World tag team belts from The 
Smokin’ Gunns when Hart pinned Billy 
Gunn at 9:41 ... Bret Hart beat Bob 
Backlund in an “| Quit” match when 
Backlund submitted to Hart’s cross-face 
chicken wing at 9:34 .,. World champion 
Diesel pinned Shawn Michaels at 20:40 
after a “jackknife” power bomb ... 
Lawrence Taylor pinned Bam Bam 
Bigelow in 17:42. 

(April 2) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE | (Syracuse, 
NY, Onondaga War Memorial): Bret 
Hart pinned Hakushi (managed by 
Shinja) in 14:22 ... Razor Ramon beat 
Jeff Jarrett & The Roadie in a handicap 
match when he pinned Jarrett in 12:38 ... 
Mabel pinned Adam Bomb in 1:51 ina 
King of the Ring qualifying match ... 
World tag team champions Owen Hart & 
Yokozuna defeated The Smokin’ 
Gunns in 5:47 ... Jerry Lawler pinned 
Bret Hart in 5:01 after Hakushi & Shinja 
interfered ... World champion Diesel 
defeated Sid Vicious by disqualification 
in 11:29 when Tatanka interfered. 

(May 14) 


WCW SLAMBOREE (St. Petersburg, 
FL, Bayfront Center): The Nasty Boys 
defeated World tag team champions 
Harlem Heat in 10:52 to win the belts ... 
Kevin Sullivan defeated Brutus “The 
Butcher” Beefcake in 5:25 ... Wahoo 
McDanie! beat Dick Murdoch in 6:17 in 
a legends match ... IWGP heavyweight 
champion The Great Muta pinned Paul 
Orndorff in 14:10 ... TV champion Arn 
Anderson beat Alex Wright in 11:36 ... 
Road Warrior Hawk and Meng wrestled 
to a double-countout in 4:40 ... Sting 
defeated Big Bubba Rogers by submis- 
sion in 9:29 in a “lights-out” match ... 
Hulk Hogan & Randy Savage beat Ric 
Flair & Big Van Vader when Hogan 
pinned Flair at 18:01. 

(May 21) 


WCW GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
(Dayton, OH, Hara Arena): Alex Wright 
beat Brian Pillman in 15:24 ... Dave 
Sullivan beat “Diamond” Dallas Page 
in 43 seconds in an arm-wrestling con- 
test, earning a date with Page's 
Diamond Doll ... Hacksaw Duggan 
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beat Sgt. Craig Pittman by disqualifica- 
tion in 8:13 ... Harlem Heat beat 
Bunkhouse Buck & Dick Slater in 8:40 
... The Renegade beat TV champion 
Arn Anderson in 9:07 to win the title ... 
World tag team champions The Nasty 
Boys beat Bobby Eaton & Lord Steven 
Regal in 15:00 when Brian Knobs 
pinned Eaton ... Sting defeated Meng in 
13:28 in the finals of the U.S. title touma- 
ment to win the vacant championship ... 
Ric Flair pinned Randy Savage in 
14:42. 

(June 18) 


WWF KING OF THE RING (Phila- 
delphia, PA, Corestates Spectrum): In 
a King of the Ring qualifying match to 
determine a replacement for the 
injured Razor Ramon: Savio Vega 
(with Razor Ramon) pinned Irwin R. 
Schyster (with Ted DiBiase) ... King of 
the Ring quarterfinals: Vega defeated 
Yokozuna (with Jim Cornette & Mr. 
Fuji) by countout in 7:36 ... The Roadie 
(with Jeff Jarrett) pinned Bob “Spark 
Plugg” Holly in 7:29 ... Shawn 
Michaels wrestled Kama to a 15-minute 
time-limit draw ... Mabel pinned The 
Undertaker (with Paul Bearer) in 10:44 
... King of the Ring semifinals: Vega 
pinned The Roadie in 6:33 ... Mabel 
received a bye because of the earlier 
draw between Michaels and Kama ... 
King of the Ring final: Mabel pinned 
Vega In 8:30 ... In non-tournament 
matches; Bret Hart beat Jerry Lawler 
by submission in a “kiss-my-foot” match 
in 9:19 ... Diesel & Bam Bam Bigelow 
defeated Sid Vicious & Tatanka when 
Diesel pinned Tatanka at 17:35. 

(June 25) 


WCW BASH AT THE BEACH 
(Huntington Beach, CA, on the beach): 
In non-televised matches: Johnny B. 
Badd defeated Chris Canyon in 2:08 ... 
Road Warrior Hawk pinned Mark Starr 
in 1:25 ... In televised matches: Dick 
Slater & Bunkhouse Buck beat Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell & Alex Wright in 
3:25 ... U.S. champion Sting pinned 
Meng in 15:31 ... TV champion The 
Renegade pinned Paul Orndorff in 6:12 
... Kamala pinned Hacksaw Duggan in 
6:06 ... “Diamond” Dallas Page pinned 
Dave Sullivan in 5:04 ... World tag team 
champions Harlem Heat retained the 
titles in a triangle match by beating both 
The Nasty Boys and Bobby Eaton & 
Lord Steven Regal in 13:41 ... Randy 
Savage pinned Ric Flair in 13:55 in a 
lumberjack match ... World champion 
Hulk Hogan defeated Big Van Vader in 
a 13:13 in a steel cage match. 

(July 16) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE I! (Nashville, 
TN, Municipal Auditorium): The 
Roadie pinned The Kid at 7:25 ... Men 
on a Mission beat Razor Ramon & 


Savio Vega when Mabel pinned Ramon 
at 10:10 ... Bam Bam Bigelow pinned 
Henry Godwinn at 5:33 ... Shawn 
Michaels pinned Intercontinental champi- 
on Jeff Jarrett (with The Roadie) at 
19:59 to win the title ... World tag team 
champions Owen Hart & Yokozuna 
(with Jim Cornette & Mr. Fuji) defeated 
Lex Luger & Davey Boy Smith when 
Yokozuna pinned Luger at 10:50 ... 
World champion Diesel pinned Sid 
Vicious at 10:33 in a lumberjack match. 
(July 23) 


NEW JAPAN COLLISION IN KOREA 
(Pyongyang, North Korea, Mayday 
Stadium): Akira Hokuto pinned Bull 
Nakano ... Rick & Scott Steiner defeat- 
ed Hiroshi Hase & Kensuke Sasaki 
when Scott pinned Hase ... Road 
Warrior Hawk pinned Tadao Yasuda ... 
Scott Norton & Masa Chono defeated 
Takayuki lizuka & Akira Nogami when 
Norton pinned Nogami ... Wild Pegasus 
pinned 2 Cold Scorpio ... Black Cat 
pinned El Samurai ... Hiro Saito pinned 
Yuji Nagata ... Yuji Nagata beat 
Tokumitsu Ishizawa ... Bull Nakano & 
Akira Hokuto beat Manami Toyota & 
Mariko Yoshida ... Hiroshi Hase beat 
Wild Pegasus ... Masa Chono & Hiro 
Saito beat El Samurai & Tadao Yasuda 
... 2 Cold Scorpio beat Shinjiro Otani 
... Kensuke Sasaki beat Masa Saito ... 
Shinya Hashimoto wrestled Scott 
Norton to a time-limit draw ... Antonio 
Inoki defeated Ric Flair. 

(August 4) 


WWF SUMMERSLAM (Pittsburgh, PA, 
Civic Arena): Hakushi pinned The Kid 
at 9:27 ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat 
Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly in 6:30 ... 
The Smokin’ Gunns beat Eli & Jacob 
Blu in 5:57 ... Barry Horowitz pinned 
Skip (with Sunny) in 11:30 after Hakushi 
interfered ... Bertha Faye defeated 
World Women’s champion Alundra 
Blayze in 4:40 to win the title ... The 
Undertaker defeated Kama in a casket 
match in 16:22 ... Bret Hart beat Isaac 
Yankem by disqualification in 16:10 
when Jerry Lawler interfered ... 
Intercontinental champion Shawn 
Michaels defeated Razor Ramon in a 
ladder match in 25:01 ... World champion 
Diesel pinned Mabel in 9:53. 

(August 27) 


WCW FALL BRAWL (Asheville, NC, 
Civic Center): Johnny B. Badd pinned 
Brian Pillman at 29:57 in a match to 
determine the number-one contender to 
Sting’s U.S. title ... Sgt. Craig Pittman 
beat Cobra by submission to the “Code 
Red” armbar at 1:20 ... “Diamond” 
Dallas Page pinned TV champion The 
Renegade (managed by Jimmy Hart) at 
8:07 to win the title after Max Muscle 
held Renegade’s legs as Page used his 
“Diamond cutter’ DDT ... Harlem Heat 
defeated World tag team champions 
Bunkhouse Buck & Dick Slater to win 


the title at 18:30 after The Nasty Boys 
interfered ... Arn Anderson pinned Ric 
Flair in 22:57 after Brian Pillman inter- 
fered ... Hulk Hogan, Sting, Randy 
Savage, & Lex Luger beat Zodiac, 
Meng, Kamala, & Shark in “War Games” 
in 18:45 when Hogan forced Zodiac to 
submit to a reverse chinlock, 

(September 17) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE Ill (Saginaw, 
Mi, Civic Center): Fatu beat Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley ... Goldust beat Bob 
Holly ... In matches shown on the pay- 
per-view telecast: Savio Vega pinned 
Waylon Mercy at 7:06 ... “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious pinned Henry Godwinn at 7:21 
... Davey Boy Smith pinned Bam Bam 
Bigelow at 11:58 ... Dean Douglas 
pinned Razor Ramon at 14:52 ... Bret 
Hart defeated Jean-Pierre Lafitte by 
submission to the “sharpshooter” leglock 
at 16:36 ... World champion Diesel & 
Intercontinental champion Shawn 
Michaels defeated World tag team 
champions Yokozuna & Davey Boy 
Smith (substituting for Owen Hart) when 
Diesel pinned Owen Hart, who had inter- 
fered in the match, at 15:53. 

(September 24) 


WWF IN YOUR HOUSE IV (Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Winnipeg Arena): Bob Holly 
beat Rad Radford ... Henry Godwinn 
beat “Psycho” Sid Vicious ... Bret Hart 
beat Isaac Yankem by submission ... 
Owen Hart & Yokozuna beat Bam 
Bam Bigelow & Savio Vega when 
Yokozuna pinned Vega after a legdrop 
... In matches shown on the pay-per- 
view telecast: Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley beat Fatu in 8:06 ... World 
tag team champions The Smokin’ 


Gunns defeated Razor Ramon & The 
Kid when Billy Gunn pinned The Kid at 
12:46 ... Goldust defeated Marty 
Jannetty in 11:15 ... Yokozuna and 
Mabel wrestled to a double-countout at 
5:12 Razor Ramon pinned 
Intercontinental champion Dean 
Douglas (who had won the title by for- 
feit from Shawn Michaels earlier in the 
evening) at 11:01 to win the belt ... 
Davey Boy Smith (managed by Jim 
Cornette) beat World champion Diesel 
by disqualification at 18:14 when Bret 
Hart, who was doing color commentary 
on the pay-per-view broadcast, inter- 
fered and attacked Smith. 

(October 22) 


WCW HALLOWEEN HAVOC (Detroit, 
Mi, Joe Louis Arena): Johnny B. 
Badd pinned TV champion “Diamond” 
Dallas Page (with The Diamond Doll & 
Max Muscle) at 16:54 to win the title ... 
Randy Savage beat Zodiac at 1:30 ... 
Kurasawa pinned Road Warrior Hawk 
at 3:14, as Col. Robert Parker held 
Hawk's legs as Kurasawa was pinning 
him ... Sabu (with The Sheik) beat Mr. 
J.L. at 3:28 ... Lex Luger beat Meng by 
disqualification at 13:50 when Kevin 
Sullivan interfered ... Ric Flair & Sting 
beat Arn Anderson & Brian Pillman by 
disqualification at 16:43 when Flair 
helped Anderson and Pillman beat up 
Sting ... Randy Savage pinned Lex 
Luger at 5:27 after Luger collided with 
Jimmy Hart, who was on the ring apron 
talking to referee Nick Patrick ... The 
Giant beat World champion Hulk 
Hogan by disqualification at 13:48 when 
Jimmy Hart interfered and hit referee 
Randy Anderson. 

(October 29) [| 


“This guy's got nothing to worry about. He’s all mouth.” 
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| Send to: 

| T.V. Sports Video 
| P.O. Box 1003 

| Darien, CT 06820 


Visa or Mastercard call toll free 
1-800-729-0360 
Please send me @ $49.95 each 
CJ WCW Great Amer Bash '95 
[-] WCW Bash At The Beach '95 
LJ] WCW Halloween Havoc '95 
LJ WCW Fall Brawl '95 
Please indicate method of payment 
[_] Check or money order 
payable to TV Sports Video 


(_] Visa /MasterCard 





vhs fornia 


wr 


eS. Eq wm 


State Zip 


Videos 

Tax for CT & NY 
P & H $5.00 
Total $ 


| Allow up to 4 weeks delivery. Foreign orders 
include $7.00 for each tape in addition to 
regular s&h charges. 


$5.00 
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(Continued from page 5) 


TRAGEDY 


I have been a wrest- 
ling fan for nearly 20 
years, and I have seen 
more tragic occurrences 
than I care to remember. 
Few incidents, however, 
shook me up as much as 
the brutal attack on | 
Shawn Michaels outside | 
a bar in Syracuse, New 


Perhaps it is be- 
cause I have seen him 
wrestle so many times 
over the past several 
years, but it feels like 
this has happened to 
someone I know per- 
sonally. We all hear | 
reports of violence §& 
every day, but he is not 
a faceless victim you | 
read about in the news- 





a 31-year-old man, and ®°°™ '© be solidly behind “The Heartbreak Kid.” 


I am not ashamed to say I cried more 
than once after I heard about this inci- 
dent. He could have been killed, but 
the good Lord was with him, and 


| Shawn is on his way to a full recovery. 


AL TICINETO 
North Babylon, NY 


| DEFENDING SHAWN 


This letter is in response to Johnny 


| Pluto, who recently knocked Shawn 


Michaels (“The Bare Facts?” Winter 
1995). First of all, is Pluto your real 
last name, or is that the planet you 
come from? You claim that Shawn 
had no right to attack Sid Vicious dur- 
ing the lumberjack match at In Your 
House II. Well, by the same token, 
Mabel had no right attacking Diesel 
earlier in the match and legdropping 


him and slamming his back into the 
ringpost, either! Or was that okay 
with you? 

What Shawn did is called pay- 
back—a very common occurrence in 
the wrestling world. Look it up in 
your dictionary, if you have one. 
While you’re at it, check out the 
meaning of the phrase “double-stan- 
dard,” because that’s what you’re 
guilty of. As for Shawn’s mock-strip- 
tease act in the ring a few months ago, 
he knows just how far he can go. He 
probably just loves the crowd reaction 
to his routine and got caught up in the 
excitement. I think you’re just plain 
jealous because he’s one hot, sexy 
hunk. Get a life. 

THERESA PICCITTO 
Brooklyn, NY C1] 
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What surprises are in store for HULK Discover how a few sleepless nights saved 
HOGAN in 96? What about BRET HART, BRET HART’S career forever! ... Whenever 
STING, DIESEL, SHAWN MICHAELS, and | something goes wrong, LEX LUGER always 
RIC FLAIR? We'll let you know what we think | seems to have an excuse. In many cases, he 


the new year has in store for your favorites! has failed because of stupid business 
... How hot is the COL. PARKER-SHERRI decisions. That has to stop. He must win 
MARTEL romance? Wait until you hear what | the WCW World title now! ... We all know © 
happened when our reporter shared a CACTUS JACK is one of the best brawlers 
limousine with them! ... GOLDUST may be this sport has ever seen, but unless you’ve 
the silliest-looking wrestler ever to appear seen him on ECW telecasts, you might 
in the WWF, but maybe getting us not believe some of the 
to laugh at him is part of his plan! outrageous things he says! 
All this—and much more!—in the All this—and much more!—in the 
February 1996 issue of February 1996 issue of 


Inside Wrestling The Wrestler 





WORLD WRESTLING 


FEDERATION 
HASBRO ACTION FIGURES 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION HASBRO 4 


INCH ACTION FIGURES 
4 (ALL MINT IN PACKAGE)«* 
$15.00 each 


Roddy Piper Model Rick Martel 
Brutus Beefcake #1 Sid Justice 
sat oeeen #1 Doink 

Ic Flair Jim Duggan #2 
Hulk Hogan #4 Ted Dibiase #3 
Berserker Rick Stiener 
Undertaker #1 Scott Stiener 
Bret “Hitman” Hart #1 Tatanka #2 
Repo Man Fatu 
Papa Shango S 
Tatanka # ‘arty 3 
EI Matador larty Janetty # 
Mountie Giant Gonzalez 


Virgil Luke Bushwacker #2 
Butch Bushwacker $2 


Warlord 


TAG TEAM 2 PACKS 
Nasty Boys 
Legion of Doom 
Bushwackers 


RARE YELLOW CARDED FIGURES 
(1993) 


Razor Ramon 
(Set of 6) For 


OTHER RARE FIGURES 
Greg Valentine 
Mr. Perfect 
Ultimate Warrior #3 
Sgt. Slaughter 
Hogan w/Hulkaplex 
Earthquake 
Typhoon 
Bam Bam Biggalow 
(Most other WWF Wrestling Figures Available) 
(Call for availability or send $2.00 for catalog) 
25 page Toy Catalog Available Containing: Science 
Fiction, Superhero & aha Action Figures, and 
Collectible oys. $2.0 
china 36 00 Pex teal Gee 
Payment Terms: 

Money Orders, Checks or Credit Cards 
Credit Card Orders Call 1-401-946-5720 
(Monday-Friday 9AM to 5PM EST) 

FAX Orders to 1-401-946-8492 
(Orders Shipped Promptly - Money Back Guarantee) 
MAIL TO: 


= FIGURES INC. 2 
&- 


P.O. Box 19482 
Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 
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(Continued from page 7) 


several independent dates for the 
NWA. Remember the days when 
WWF stars were forbidden from 
appearing in the NWA? Boy, have 
things changed ... Sources tell us 
that Public Enemy is being wooed 
by the WWF and may be wrestling 
in that federation by late-January 

. Jim Cornette is involved in a 
Smoky Mountain feud with midget 
Butch Cassidy ... Buddy Landell 
and Jos LeDuc have issued a 
challenge to Smoky Mountain tag 
team champions The Heavenly 
Bodies. 

Keep an eye on a rookie named 
Reckless Youth. He has signed to 
compete for Pennsylvania Cham- 


pionship Wrestling, and I’m told he 
has a lot of potential. He’s another 
Monster Factory graduate—one 
for whom PCW promoter Blaine 
DeSantis has high expectations. 
“Anybody who was impressed 
by Ubas (another PCW rookie) will 
absolutely love Reckless Youth,” 
he said. “This guy has several aer- 
ial moves he invented himself. You 
have to see them to believe them.” 
Congratulations to “underdog” 
Mikey Whipwreck for beating The 
Sandman for the ECW heavy- 
weight championship on October 
28. Mikey and Sandman went at it 
in a fierce ladder match, and many 
times it appeared that Mikey would 


He may be only 5'7" and 181 pounds, but Mikey Whipwreck knows how to use a 
ladder in the ring. Whipwreck won the ECW heavyweight title from The Sandman in 
a ladder match in October. 





be beaten. Although he took a real- 
ly bad beating at the hands of 
Sandman (and the ladder!), he left 
with the belt in hand that night. 

What do Terry Gordy, “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page, and now J.T. 
Smith have in common? All were 
overlooked in various editions of 
the “PW/ 500.” Sorry we missed 
you this time around, J.T.! ... Axl 
Rotten has left the USWA and is 
once again wrestling in ECW. No 
word on whether his brother lan 
will return as well to get that feud 
going again ... PG-13 say their 
pride was hurt a lot more than their 
bodies when Smoky Mountain’s 
Jesse James Armstrong and 
Tracey Smothers won the USWA 
tag team belts from them on 
October 30. Armstrong and Smo- 
thers, by the way, had help from 
Bob Armstrong in the match. Bob, 
father of Jesse James, used 
Smothers’ Confederate flag on PG- 
13. Jesse James wasn’t so lucky 
just one week earlier, though, 
when he lost the USWA Southern 
title to Brian Christopher. 

Everyone is still talking about 
the new Four Horsemen. The 
group now consists of Ric Flair, 
Arn Anderson, Brian Pillman, 
and Chris Benoit, but there’s one 
question I’ve been asked dozens of 
times in the last few weeks: How 
can there be another Four Horse- 
men group without the rea/ leader, 
Ole Anderson. 

“We have me!” screamed Flair. 
“| was always the guiding light of 
the Horsemen!” Arn wouldn't 
respond, and Pillman didn’t care to 
comment, but | did call Ole, who 
told me, “There are too many egos 
in the Horsemen now. They think 
they’re working together, but in 
essence, they are all out looking 
for their own chunk of glory. I’m 
sorry to see these guys trying to 
live off the legacy of the Horsemen, 
but | am really not sorry I’m not 
part of them.” 


P Ft if _ 
Jerry Lawler-was reaching for the ropes‘as Ahmed Johnson locked him in a power- 
ful bearhug during a November USWA match. “The King” was manhandled by 
Johnson and lost his USWA heavyweight belt. 





Jerry Lawler’s back was really 
aching in November. He was 
bodyslammed 10 times by powerful 
WWF newcomer Ahmed Johnson 
on November 6, then pinned. As a 
result, Johnson became the new 
USWA heavyweight champion. 
Lawler’s excuse for losing is one of 
the most original ones | have ever 
heard. 

“The day before the match, Art 
Modell, the owner of my favorite 
team, the Cleveland Browns, 
announced they were moving to 


Baltimore,” Lawler explained to me. 
“| have close friends on the team 
and in the front office. They’re fam- 
ily to me. | spent seven years of my 
childhood in Cleveland. What hap- 
pened on the day before the match 
was equal to a death in my family. | 
was just so stunned. Almost any- 
one could have beaten me that 
night. | still haven't recovered from 
this Browns travesty. They belong 
in Cleveland. I’m miserable!” 
That’s all for now. See you at 
ringside! ‘a 
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Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by three professionals ac- 
tive in the wrestling business, who between them 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
induding the NWA, USWA, SMW, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs, what your 
chances are — and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know! « Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling * Lists addresses of ALL 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools « Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1996 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste. 200° Atlanta, GA 30324 


WANNA BE A WRESTLER? 
PHONE 904-934-8435 


SKULLKRUSHERS 


WRESTLING SCHOOL 
TEACHERS*EXOTIC ADRIAN+MISSLINDA 
WRESTLING MASKS 
SPANDEX TIGHTS 

SPANDEX TRUNKS 
SPANDEX LEOTARDS $40 
STAIE WAIST-INSIDE LEG SIZE+COLOR CHOICE 


SKULLKRUSHER T-SHIRTS $10 
SKULLKRUSHER TANK TOPS $10 


SKULLKRUSHER SWEATSHIRT $15 
ADULT AND KIDS SIZE AVAILABLE 
WRESTLING VIDEOS 15 
SEND $1 P.AND H. FOR NEW COMPLETE LIST 
BOOTS’ GOWNS‘ BELIS*LEOTARDS TIGHTS 
TRUNKS* KNEE-PADS* ELBOW PADS 
PLUS LADY WRESILERS AND KIDS WEAR 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PLUS $3 POSTAGE + 
HANDLING ON ALL ORDERS 10 BIZARE BAZZAR 
P.O.BOX 6188.GULF BREEZE FL 32561 

























CITY/STATE/ZIP bs 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO BIZARE BAZZAR 
FOR THE WORLDS BEST WRESILING WEAR 
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Before his self-imposed exile from wrestling, Bruno Sammartino proudly displays 
the mementos that fill the family room of his Pittsburgh home. 


bat matches to stir their passions. He 
hears what happened at the ECW 
Arena and shakes his head in disbelief. 
He knew that it was just a matter of 
time before a federation that prides 
itself on ring anarchy faced the very 
real threat of anarchy among its patrons. 
Bruno Sammartino hates it all be- 
cause in his mind it makes a mockery of 
what he used to hold so dear to his 
heart. No, he doesn’t want to speak 
about his feelings for the record, 
because if he’s quoted in a wrestling 
magazine, he feels that, in an indirect 
way, he’d once again be part of that 
world that he hates so much. So, he sits 
in Pittsburgh, works out, listens to his 
beloved opera, watches Steelers games, 
and relives the memories of yesteryear. 
It’s so sad. Bruno Sammartino was 
my favorite wrestler when I was grow- 
ing up in Long Island, New York. And 
that’s rather odd if you consider the fact 
that, as a youngster, I could have count- 





ed the amount of times I saw him com- 
pete on my hands and toes. Back in the 
’60s, televised wrestling had an entirely 
different purpose than it does in the 
90s. Rarely was there ever a match on 
TV that could be considered to be of 
main-event caliber. And when Bruno 
Sammartino wrestled on TV, no matter 
how good the opponent, it was a memo- 
rable experience, particularly for a 
young boy who was not yet 14 and not 
permitted by New York State law to 
attend live wrestling events. 

By the time I finally reached 14, the 
majority of Bruno’s first title reign was 
already near its end. In fact, I was sit- 
ting in the upper level of Madison 
Square Garden on January 18, 1971, 
feverishly taking notes in anticipation of 
publishing my very first wrestling 
newsletter, when Bruno was pinned by 
Ivan Koloff, thus bringing his record 
71/2-year title reign to an end. I would 
not meet the man until 1979, two years 


after his second title reign had been 
ended by Superstar Graham. It didn’t 
matter that I was an editor for the 
largest family of wrestling publications 
in the world, and thus part of “the busi- 
ness.” I was still in awe of the man. 

He sensed that. And, being the kind 
of man that he is, he went out of his 
way to put me at ease. 

Now I would like to do the same 
for him. 

x & 

I will never try to convince anyone, 
Bruno Sammartino 1s particular, that 
much of what has happened within the 
sport over the last 10 years or so has 
not been detrimental. It has. From 
steroid monsters to Slammy Awards to 
clowns, the concept of man pitting his 
skills, strength, and courage in hand- 
to-hand battle against another has been 
placed far to the rear of the back burn- 
er. But through it all, wrestling 
remains just what it is: wrestling. 
Wipe off Sting’s face paint and what 
you’re left with is someone who 
would have given any man—Bruno 
Sammartino included—the fight of his 
life. Make Big Bubba Rogers take off 
that ridiculous getup and you're left 
with a man who underwent the same 





ly inducted into the WWF Hall of Fame. It is doubtful that Bruno, the greatest WWF 


struggles to make it in the most physi- 
cally and mentally demanding of 
sports as any wrestler in any era. Once 
the entrance music is played out, 
what’s left are still two men whose 
families depend on their success to put 
bread on the table. 

Maybe, Bruno, there is no place in 
your life for a sport that seemed to go 
out of its way to strip away its own 
dignity, and, in the process, do a great 
disservice to the men who would not 
“sell out” for the almighty dollar. But 
not every fan 1s a product of the Vince 
McMahon-Hulk Hogan-rock ’n’ 


wrestling era. Many of us—fans, writ- | 


ers, and wrestlers alike—learned to 
love the sport during the Bruno 
Sammartino years. 

We miss you. I don’t expect to see 
you dodging flames at ringside in the 
ECW Arena any time soon, but one of 
my personal wishes for 1996 is that 
you'd once again embrace the sport 
that filled your heart with a lifetime of 
memories and filled your family room 
with accolades. There is an awful lot 
of good that still remains in this sport. 
And much of that is the direct result of 
the legacy of class that one Bruno 
Sammartino bestowed upon it. a 
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champion ever, will ever accept such an honor. 





COMPUTER 


____ THE MOST REALISTIC 
STRATEGY/SIMULATION COMPUTER GAMES 
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past and present ® Match the champions of | 
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(Continued from page 16) 


Terry Funk regularly carries his flaming branding iron to the ring with him. 
The use of fire in a recent ECW match involving Funk nearly resulted in a 


riot ... and tragedy. 


Should Gordon ban Jack, he’d be sending the message that 
he is serious about ending such violence—the kind of vio- 
lence that puts fans in danger. He’d make it known that 
although ECW has a well-deserved reputation for wildness, 
officials recognize there needs to be a limit to the violence. 

Will Gordon ban Jack for life? It’s doubtful. Will he ban 
him for any length of time? Probably not. Jack is a big draw- 
ing card. Being a wrestling promoter is a tough living, and it’s 
understandable that Gordon doesn’t want to jeopardize the 
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health of his business. It would make more sense 
for him financially to fine Jack and leave it at that. 
| More sense in the short term, that is. In the 

long term, Gordon must consider whether ECW is 
the kind of organization that is good for the sport. 
_ The “flaming towel” incident was no fluke. 
Considering the atmosphere Gordon has created, 
| it was inevitable. 

If you name an organization “Extreme,” then 
you must expect “extreme” things to happen. 
Sometimes that can be good. Over the past year, 
there have been some terrific aerial matches in 
ECW. Many of them could certainly be called 
extremely exciting. 

More notably, though, ECW wrestlers have 

been extremely vengeful, extremely bloodthirsty, 
and extremely vicious. They want not only to 
win, but to humiliate and injure. It happens 
everywhere, but in ECW, it’s rampant, and it is 
| encouraged at the highest level. 
It has been good for business, so good that 
| some other federations have, to varying degrees, 
attempted to emulate ECW on occasion (see 
WCW Uncensored). ECW promoters, it is 
argued, are giving the people what they want. 
They will stop doing that only when the fans 
decide, with their pocketbooks, that isn’t what 
they want anymore. 

Those of us who care about the sport should 
be asking this: This may be what we want, right 
now, but is it what we should have? Should 
wrestling be a reflection of our worst instincts, or 
should it be something greater? 

My wish for 1996 is for ECW build on its rep- 
utation as a trendsetter. Gordon should start a 
new trend, toward exciting, hard-hitting, and fair 
matches, free of all the nonsense. It wouldn’t be a 
bad idea either to change the name of the federa- 
tion to something less provocative. 

ECW may lose a few fans, but it’ll probably gain more 
new ones. We’re always hearing from folks who want noth- 
ing more than good, honest grappling. They comprise a mar- 


ket on which too few promoters have capitalized. 


PWI Weekly described the October 28 incident as a “near- 
riot at ECW Arena.” Maybe the next incident will be a riot, 
and maybe then ECW will realize it needs to change. 

It shouldn’t take a riot, though. 

It should take just a little common sense. L] 
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wrestler who struggles against 
Tommy Rich will not ultimately suc- 
ceed at anything. In his heyday, 
Rich was pathetic. Come to think of 
it, Landell was pathetic in his hey- 
day, too. You’re correct in calling 
Cornette a genius, but even his 
genius has its limits. He helped 
Landell win and hold on to the 
Smoky Mountain heavyweight title 
for a few months. That was a mira- 
cle in and of itself. Trust me, by this 
time next year, Landell will have slid 
back into wrestling obscurity, which 
is precisely where he belongs. As for 
Rich, he should bow down and kiss 
Cornette’s feet. Ol’ Jimbo shouldn’t 
be wasting his time with “Mildfire,” 
but out of the goodness of his heart, 
he is. 


Dear Eddie, 

Do you think if Hulk Hogan fails to 
regain the WCW World title that 
Vince McMahon would bring him 
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(Continued from page 18) 


Tommy Rich vs. Buddy 
Landell. A gruesome 
barbed-wire match. Oh, the 
horror. And the winner is 
.. Who cares! In the grand 
scheme of things, does If 


really matter? 


back to the WWF? Also, 
could you convince the 
federation to visit our new 
8,000-seat events center, 
please? 
MELODY MESSENGER 
Pueblo, CO 
Dear Melody, 

Your unabashed 
civic pride brought a 
tear to my eye. Isn’t 
Pueblo the town where 
you send away for all 
those government pam- 
phlets? Like “How To 
Turn Your 
Recycled 
Newspaper Into Tooth- 
paste,” etc.? I'll do 
what I can, but you 
might also want to 
lobby David Letterman 
to switch home offices 
for his top ten. About 
your query, if Hulk 
Hogan lost his title, his 
arms and legs, and the 
eight remaining hairs 
on his head all in the 
same day, Vince Mc- 
Mahon would do any- 
thing to return the 
prodigal son home. The 
WWE hasn’t been the 
same since he left; a 


Why some still 
insist upon wasting paper 
and stamps to write me /et- 
ters defending Sting Is 
beyond me. He still has 
some good years left, peo- 
ple, but he has seen his 
best days. 


people 


talking Hogan-head is better than 
no Hogan at all. 


Dear Eddie, 

Why must everyone disrespect 
Sting? He isn’t going anywhere. It 
won't be long before the “Stinger” 
takes home another WCW World 
title. I’m not the only female to 
notice this, but Sting has a rump you 
could set a glass of ice water on. God 
bless him! 

ROSIE YOUNG 
Osceola, AR 
Dear Rosie, 

You need an ice-water shower, 
Rosie, to calm those jumping hor- 
mones. You’re right about Sting not 
going anywhere. He’s stuck on the 
mediocre treadmill. His stuff don’t 
fly no more. We’ve been stung 
enough; we’re immune, my dear. (1 
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July 1983/CENTERFOLD: Ivan Koloff. Tommy 
Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuke. 

December 1983/CENTERFOLD: Wahoo McDaniel. 
Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steamboat, Hansen, 
DiBiase, 

January 1984/CENTERFOLD: Harley Race. Rick 
Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, Sawyer. 
February 1984/CENTERFOLD; Jim Garvin & 
Sunshine, Greg Valentine, Abdullah, Race, Super 


Destroyer. 

June 1984/CENTERFOLD: Dick Slater. Ted DiBiase, 
Wrestling I, Mognum TJA., Potera, Hogan. 

July 1984/CENTERFOLD: Paul Ellering. Jimmy 
Valiant, SYD, Fob Ones, Gagne, Windham. 
August 1984/CENTERFOLD: Ston Hansen. Jerry 
Lawler, Sloughter, Sullivan, Patera & Blackwell 
October 1984/CENTERFOLD: Billy Jack. Kerry 
Yon Erich, Martel, Armsirong, Blanchard. 
November 1984/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Sgt. 
Slaughler, Warriors, Kerry, Windham & Rotund, 
December 1984/CENTERFOLD: Kerry Von Erich. 
Barry Windham, Martel-Flair, Rich, NWA vs. 
WWF. 

January 1985/CENTERFOLD: Tito Santana. Road 
Warriors, Hayes, Billy Jack. 

February 1985/CENTERFOLD: Mognum T.A. Rick 
Martel, Hogan, Blanchard, Backlund, Ellering. 
April 1985/CENTERFOLD: Ronnie Garvin. Jimmy 
Snuko, Flair-Rhodes, Gordy, Garvin, Worriors, 
June 1985/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windhom, Dusty 
Rhodes, Flair, Slaughter, Hogan, Magnum. 


hn Cestlin 


ILLUSTRATED 





June 1986/CENTERFOLD: Kevin Von Erich. Hulk | 


Hogan, Adams, Duggan, Scott Hall, Baby Doll 

May 1987/CENTERFOLD: Steve Williams. Hogan- 
Andre, Albano, Cometie, Kerry, Dynamite Kid. 
August 1987 /CENTERFOLD: Jim Garvin & Precious 
Hulk Hogan, Bigelow, Windham, Gordy, Albano. 
October 1987 /CENTERFOLD: Ted DiBiose. Ric Flair, 
Williams, Hogan-Steamboat, Rockers, 

November 1987/CENTERFOLD: George Steele. 
Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Hogan, Windham. 
February 1988/CENTERFOLD: Ronnie Garvin. 
Savage & Elizabeth, Garvin, Von Erichs, Frasbirds. 
April 1988/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Lex Luger, 
ken Sheik, Kerry, Survivor Seis, lair 


| June 1988/CENTERFOLD: Tully Blanchard. Hulk 

| Hogan, Muraco, Rockers, Perez, Rhodes. 

| August 1988/CENTERFOLD: Al Perez, Savoge & 

- Hogen, GilbertLower, Four Horsemen, Kerry Von 
Erich. 


November 1988/CENTERFOLD: Midnight Expres. 
December 1988/CENTERFOLD: Hocksaw: Duggan. 
Four Horsemen, Brody, Bigelow, Gorvin, Precious, 

April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steiner. Randy 
Savoge, Ted Tumer, Richter, Paul E., Powers of Pain, 
May 1989/CENTERFOLD: Missy Hyatt. Hulk 
August 1989/CENTERFOLD: Lex Luger. Hulk 
Hogan, Rhodes, Warriors, Steamboat-Flair, 
Odiober 1989/CENTERFOID: Rick Rude. Luger vs 






Don’t miss out on the 
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in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL- 


COLOR poster of one of your 


favorite wrestling stars, plus, 


inning with the September 1990 issue, PW1 is ed with 
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olor in every issue! Quantities are limited, so or 
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July 1990/CENTERFOUD: Rick Martel. Lex Luger, 
Beefcake, Heenan, Saito, referees, 
September 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. Hogan, Sling, Horsemen, Hennig. 

October 1990/CENTERFOLD: Brutus Beefcake. 
May 1991/CENTERFOLD; Am Anderson. Hulk 
Hogan, Rude, Flair-Sting, Thesz. 

June 1991/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw Duggan. Hulk 
Hogan, Cachis, Flair, Nosty Boys, Steiner, 

July 1991/CENTERFOLD: Brian Pillman. Hulk 
Hogan, Luger, Demolition, Embry, Horsemen- 
Vicious. 

September 1991/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. 
October 1991 /CENTERFOLD: Lex Luger. Sid Justice, 
Hogan-Sloughter, Windham, Williams, 

November 1991/CENTERFOLD: Bobby Eaton, 
Savage & Elizabeth, Bushwhackers, Liger, Pillman. 
January 1992/CENTERFOLD: Ron Simmons. Flair, 
R. Steiner, Ultimata, Luger. 

April 1992/CENTERFOLD: Ric Flair. Luger & Sting 
Paul E., Madusa, Legion Of Doom, WWF. 

June 1992/CENTERFOLD: Dustin Rhodes, Roddy 
Piper interview, Abdullah-Cactus, Flair-Savage, 
Justice, 

July 1992/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savage. Best of 
the Best, Flair, U.S.-Jopan, Savage. 

October 1992/CENTERFOLD: Cactus Jack. 
Wamior-Savage, Williams, Z-Man, WWF tiles, fire 
match 


May 1993/CENTERFOLD: Undertaker. Wrestle- 
Mania IX Preview, Cactus Joc!-, Madusa-Shern, 

July 1993/CENTERFOLD: Davey Boy Smith. Hulk 
Hogan, Vader, Yokozuna, Hart Slamboree, Flair- 
Rude, 

September 1993/CENTERFOLD: Paul Omdort. 
Sting & Hogan, Luger, Sherri-Shango, Blonds, 
November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The Steiners. 
WCW Midyear Report, Doink, Funk-Gilbert, Race, 
Yokozuna. 

January 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry Lawler. Doink, 
Nasty Boys, Steiners, Cometie, Vicious. 

February 1994/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. WWE 
or WCW-Who's Better?, Race-Rhodes, Hogan- 
Muta, Hart. 

April 1994/CENTERFOLD: Nasty Boys. Flair- 
Hogan-Hart, Rude, Kevin Von, Michaels, steroids. 
May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatonka. Yokozune- 


| Luger, Flair-Vader, Heenan, WrestleMania retro- 


spective. | 
July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat. Razor 


Ramon, Floir-Regal, Cactus, Lawler, Yokozuna 
workout 


August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink & Dink. Bret 

Hart/WrestleMania X, Steriners, Albano, steroid 

October 1994/CENTERFOLD: Owen Hart. All-Star 

Challenge, Sting, Savage, Hennig, Fyich, WWF in 
n 


Jopon, 

November 1994/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savoge. 
Hogan In WCW, Cactus, Yokozuna, Lawler, 
Michoels, Joke, 

Winter 1994/CENTERFOLD: Terry Funk. 
Hulkamania Wild Again, McMahon, Vicious, AAA, 
Flair, 

January 1995/CENTERFOLD: Razor Ramon. 
Tatonka, Hogon, Alundra, ECW vs. NWA, Brion Lee. 
February 1995/CENTERFOLD: Johnny 8. Badd, 
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September 1985/CENTERFOLD: Junkyard Dog. | Hogan, Snuka, Sting, Lawler vs. Perez, Page. January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff Jarrett, 
Magnum T.A., Von Erich, Hogan, AWA Scouting | December 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jimmy Snuka. | Flair/Summerslam, Simmons by Bowden, Von Erich 
Reports, Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, Beefcake & Hogan, | interview. 

October 1985/(CENTERFOLD: Chris Adams, Rick | Tully & Am. February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt Hennig. 
Steamboat, Warriors, Brody, Koloff. January 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. Ultimate, | Ramon, Snuko-Muraco, Rude, Rhodes, Roberts inter 
February 1986/CENTERFOLD: Nikita Koloff. Mike | Comette, Ross, Kerry. view. 

Von Erich, Warriors, Santana, Taylor, Barbanan, | May 1990/CENTERFOLD: Great Muto, Hulk | April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windham, 
Race. Hogan, Piper, Embry, Vicious, dealing with pain, | Steiners, Backlund, Sing:Muta, Hawk-Sosaki 
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WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 

1994: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 2—Razor 
Ramon, 3—Ric Flair 

1993: Big Van Vader 
Runners-up: i—Bret Hart, 2—Shawn 
Michaels, 3—Yokozuna 

1992: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 2— 
Rick Rude, 3—Bret Hart 

1991: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Lex Luger, 2—Bret 
Hart, 3—Sting 

1990: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Ultimate Warrior, 2— 
Hulk Hogan, 3—Lex Luger 
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1989: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Lex 
Luger, 3—Rick Steamboat 

1988: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Jerry Lawler, 2—Lex 
Luger, 3—Ric Flair 

1987: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Randy 
Savage, 3—Steve Williams 





1986: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2— 
Randy Savage, 3—Nikita Koloff 
1985: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Rick 
Martel, 3—Sgt. Slaughter 
1984: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2— 
Kerry Von Erich, 3—Rick Martel 
1983: Harley Race 
Runners-up: 1—Nick Bockwinkel, 2— 
Andre the Giant, 3—Bob Backlund 
1982: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Hulk 
Hogan, 3—Jimmy Snuka 
1981: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2— 
Tommy Rich, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
1980: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 2— 
Verne Gagne, 3—The Iron Sheik 
1979: Harley Race 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2— 
Jimmy Snuka, 3—Bob Backlund 
1978: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2— 
Rick Steamboat, 3—Harley Race 
1977: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Superstar Graham, 
2—Bob Backlund, 3—Harley Race 
1976: Terry Funk 
Runners-up: 1—Bruno Sammartino, 
2—Nick Bockwinkel, 3—Paul Jones 
1975: Mr. Wrestling Il 
1974: Bruno Sammartino 
1973: Jack Brisco 
1972: Pedro Morales 


TAG TEAM OF THE YEAR 


1994: The Nasty Boys 
Runners-up: 1—The Headshrinkers, 
2—Public Enemy, 3—The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express 

1993: Rick & Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—The Hollywood 
Blonds, 2—Money Inc., 3—The 
Heavenly Bodies 

1992: Terry Gordy & Steve Williams 
Runners-up: 1—The Natural 
Disasters, 2—Rick & Scott Steiner, 
3—Barry Windham & Dustin Rhodes 

1991: Larry Zbyszko & Arn Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Legion of Doom, 2— 
Rick & Scott Steiner, 3—Robert Fuller 
& Jeff Jarrett 





1990: Rick & Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—Demolition, 2— 
Doom, 3—Legion of Doom 

1989: Tully Blanchard & Arn Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Demolition, 2—The 
Road Warriors, 3—Jim Garvin & 
Michael Hayes 

1988: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—The Midnight 
Express, 2—Demolition, 3—Tully 
Blanchard & Arn Anderson 

1987: The Midnight Express 
Runners-up: 1—The Hart 
Foundation, 2—The Road Warriors, 
3—The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 

1986: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express 
Runners-up: i—The Road Warriors, 
2—The British Bulldogs, 3—The 
Midnight Rockers 

1985: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Ted DiBiase & Steve 
Williams, 2—lvan & Nikita Koloff, 3— 
The British Bulldogs 

1984: The Road Warriors 
Runners-up: 1—Kerry, Kevin, & Mike 
Von Erich, 2—The Fabulous Ones, 
3—The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express 

1983: The Road Warriors 


Runners-up: 1—Kerry, Kevin, & 
David Von Erich, 2—Michael Hayes, 
Terry Gordy, & Buddy Roberts, 3— 
Jack & Jerry Brisco 

1982: Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito, 
2—The Freebirds, 3—Ole Anderson & 
Stan Hansen 

1981: The Fabulous Freebirds 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Martel & Tony 
Garea, 2—Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito, 3— 
Greg Gagne & Jim Brunzell 

1980: Jimmy Snuka & Ray Stevens 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Wrestling & Mr. 
Wrestling Il, 2—The Samoans, 3— 
Verne Gagne & Mad Dog Vachon 

1979: Ivan Putski & Tito Santana 
Runners-up: 1—Jerry & Johnny 
Valiant, 2—Paul Jones & Baron Von 
Raschke, 3—The Spoiler & Mark 
Lewin 

1978: Rick Steamboat & Paul Jones 
Runners-up: 1—The Yukon 
Lumberjacks, 2—Mike Graham & 
Steve Keirn, 3—Greg Gagne & Jim 
Brunzell 

1977: Gene & Ole Anderson 
Runners-up: 1—Mr. Fuji & Pro. 
Tanaka, 2—Greg Gagne & Jim 
Brunzell, 3—Ric Flair & Greg 
Valentine 

1976: The Executioners 
Runners-up: 1i—Gene & Ole 
Anderson, 2—Billy White Wolf & Chief 
Jay Strongbow, 3—Jimmy & Johnny 
Valiant 

1975: Gene & Ole Anderson 

1974: Jimmy & Johnny Valiant 

1973: Nick Bockwinkel & Ray Stevens 

1972: Bruiser & Crusher 


MATCH OF THE YEAR 


1994: Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon 
Runners-up: 1—The Nasty Boys vs. 
Cactus Jack & Maxx Payne, 2—Ric 
Flair vs. Hulk Hogan, 3—Alundra 
Blayze vs. Bull Nakano 

1993: Shawn Michaels vs. Marty Jannetty 
Runners-up: 1—Steiners vs. 
Heavenly Bodies, 2—Rick Rude vs. 
Dustin Rhodes, 3—Cactus Jack vs. 
Big Van Vader 

1992: Davey Boy Smith vs. Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Brian Pillman vs. 
Jushin Liger, 2—Royal Rumble, 3— 
Rick Steamboat vs. Rick Rude 

1991: The Steiners vs. Sting & Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart vs. Curt 


Hennig, 2—Lex Luger vs. Ron 
Simmons, 3—Cactus Jack vs. Eddie 
Gilbert 

1990: Hulk Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior 
(Warrior wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Sting vs. Ric Flair, 
2—Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake, 3— 
Royal Rumble 

1989: Ric Flair vs. Rick Steamboat (Flair 
wins his sixth NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Randy Savage, 2—Ric Flair vs. Rick 
steamboat, 3—Eric Embry vs. P.Y. 
Chu-Hi 

1988; Andre the Giant vs. Hulk Hogan 
(Andre wins WWF World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Sting vs. Ric Flair, 
2—Jerry Lawler vs. Curt Hennig, 3— 
Ultimate Warrior vs. Honky Tonk Man 

1987: Rick Steamboat vs. Randy Savage 
(Steamboat wins WWF I-C title) 
Runners-up: 1—War Games/The 
Match Beyond |, 2—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Andre the Giant, 3—Ronnie Garvin vs. 
Ric Flair 

1986: Dusty Rhodes vs. Ric Flair (Dusty 
wins NWA World title at Great 
American Bash) 
Runners-up: 1—The British Bulldogs 
vs. Greg Valentine & Brutus Beefcake, 
2—The Road Warriors vs. Ronnie 
Garvin & Magnum T.A., 3—Hulk 
Hogan vs. Paul Orndorit 

1985: Hulk Hogan & Mr. T vs. Roddy 
Piper & Paul Orndorff 
(WrestleMania }) 
Runners-up: 1—The Road Warriors 
vs. Ivan & Nikita Koloff, 2—Ric Flair 
vs. Nikita Koloff, 3—Rick Martel vs. 
Bob Backlund 

1984: Kerry Von Erich vs. Ric Flair (Von 
Erich captures NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Martel vs. 
Jumbo Tsuruta, 2—Hulk Hogan vs. 
The Iron Sheik, 3—Ric Flair vs. Rick 
Steamboat 

1983: Harley Race vs. Ric Flair (Race 
wins seventh NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Steamboat & 
Jay Youngblood vs. Sgt. Slaughter & 
Don Kernodle, 2—Don Muraco vs. 
Pedro Morales, 3—Tommy Rich vs. 
Buzz Sawyer 

1982: Bob Backlund vs. Jimmy Snuka 
(cage match) 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund vs. 
Ric Flair, 2—Nick Bockwinkel vs. Otto 
Wanz, 3—Nick Bockwinkel vs. Otto 
Wanz 

1981: Andre the Giant vs. Killer Khan 
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Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair vs. Dusty 
Rhodes, 2—Bob Backlund vs. Don 
Muraco, 3—Michael Hayes vs. Terry 
Gordy 

1980: Bruno Sammartino vs. Larry 
Zbyszko (cage match) 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant vs. 
Hulk Hogan, 2—Verne Gagne vs. Nick 
Bockwinkel, 3—Dusty Rhodes vs. Bob 
Backlund 

1979: Dusty Rhodes vs. Harley Race 
(Rhodes wins NWA World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund vs. 
Pat Patterson, 2—Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Bob Backlund, 3—Mr. Wrestling I! vs. 
Emie Ladd 

1978: Bob Backlund vs. Superstar 
Graham (Backlund wins WWF 
World title) 
Runners-up: 1—Blackjack Mulligan 
vs. Ric Flair, 2—Dusty Rhodes vs. 
Superstar Graham (bullrope match) 
3—Rick Steamboat vs. Ric Flair 

1977: Superstar Graham vs. Bruno 
Sammartino (Graham wins WWF 
World title) 
Runners-up: i—Dusty Rhodes vs. 
superstar Graham, 2—Andre the 
Giant vs. Ric Flair, 3—Greg Gagne 
vs. Bob Backlund 

1976: Bruno Sammartino vs. Stan Hansen 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk vs. 
Rocky Johnson, 2—Nick Bockwinkel 
vs. Baron Von Raschke, 3—Andre the 
Giant vs. Abdullah the Butcher 

1975: Bruno Sammartino vs. Spiros Arion 

1974: Dory Funk Jr. vs. Jack Brisco 

1973; Harley Race vs. Dory Funk Jr. 
(Race wins first NWA World title) 


A 
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1972: Bruno Sammartino wins 22-man 
Los Angeles battle royal 
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FEUD OF THE YEAR 





1994: Bret Hart vs. Owen Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. Ric 
Flair, 2—Randy Savage vs. Crush, 
3—Sabu vs. Terry Funk 

1993: Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Rude vs. Dustin 
Rhodes, 2—Cactus Jack vs. Big Van 
Vader, 3—Tony Anthony vs. Tracey 
smothers 

1992: The Moondogs vs. Jeff Jarrett & 

Jerry Lawler 

Runners-up: i—Ric Flair vs. Randy 

Savage, 2—Ultimate Warrior vs. Papa 

Shango, 3—Rick Rude vs. Rick 

Steamboat 

Ultimate Warrior vs. The Undertaker 

Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. Sot. 

Slaughter, 2—Sting vs. Cactus Jack & 

Abdullah the Butcher, 3—Lex Luger 

vs. Ron Simmons 

1990: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Earthquake, 2—Ultimate Warrior vs. 
Rick Rude, 3—Chris Adams vs. Steve 
“Austin 

1989: Ric Flair vs. Terry Funk 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan vs. 
Randy Savage, 2—Akbar’s Army vs. 
Eric Embry, 3—Roddy Piper vs. Rick 
Rude 

1988: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Rude vs. Jake 
Roberts, 2—Kerry Von Erich vs. Jerry 
Lawler, 3—Hulk Hogan & Randy 
Savage vs. Ted DiBiase & Andre the 
Giant 

1987: Four Horsemen vs. Superpowers & 
Road Warriors 


1991: 


Runners-up: 1—Randy Savage vs. 
Rick Steamboat, 2—Jerry Lawler vs. 
Tommy Rich & Austin Idol, 3—Brian 
Adias vs. Kevin Von Erich 

1986: Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Orndorff 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair vs, Dusty 
Rhodes, 2—The Sheepherders vs. 
The Fantastics, 3—The Midnight 
Express vs. The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 


MOST POPULAR 
WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


1994: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Bret Hart, 2—The 
Undertaker, 3—Hulk Hogan 

1993: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: i—Sting, 2—Bret Hart, 
3—Dustin Rhodes 

1992: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—The Ultimate 
Warrior, 2—The Undertaker, 3—Ron 
Simmons 

1991: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Sid 
Justice, 3—Rick & Scott Steiner 

1990: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Sting, 2—Ultimate 
Warrior, 3—Lex Luger 

1989: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: i—Ric Flair, 2—Sting, 
3—The Ultimate Warrior 

1988: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2— 
Sting, 3—Lex Luger 

1987: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2— 
Randy Savage, 3—Nikita Koloff 

1986: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2—Rick 
Morton, 3—Nikita Koloff 

1985: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 2— 
sb Gs Erich, 3—Tito pparions 





1984: Kerry Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2— 
Dusty Rhodes, 3—Sgt. Slaughter 
1983: Jimmy Snuka 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2— 
David Von Erich, 3—Junkyard Dog 
1982: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Tommy Rich, 2— 
Hulk Hogan, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
1981: Tommy Rich 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2— 
Andre the Giant, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
1980: Mr. Wrestling Il 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2— 
Andre the Giant, 3—Bruno 
Sammartino 
1979: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 2— 
lvan Putski, 3—Mr. Wrestling II 
1978: Dusty Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 2— 
Rick Steamboat, 3—Bob Backlund 
1977: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Dusty Rhodes, 2— 
Bob Backlund, 3—Mil Mascaras 
1976: Wahoo McDaniel 
Runners-up: 1—Chief Jay 
Strongbow, 2—Mr. Wrestling Il, 3— 
lvan Putski 
1975: Mil Mascaras 
1974: Billy Robinson 
1973: Chief Jay Strongbow 
1972: Jack Brisco/Fred Curry (tie) 


MOST HATED WRESTLER 


OF THE YEAR 


1994: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Owen Hart, 2—Big 
Van Vader, 3—Jerry Lawler 

1993: Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Big Van Vader, 2— 
Yokozuna, 3—Shawn Michaels 

1992: Rick Rude 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Jake 
Roberts, 3—The Moondogs 

1991: Sgt. Slaughter 
Runners-up: i—The Undertaker, 2— 
Lex Luger, 3—Jake Roberts 

1990; Earthquake 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Rick 
Rude, 3—Eddie Gilbert 

1989: Randy Savage 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—Rick 
Rude, 3—Lex Luger 

1988: Andre the Giant 
Runners-up: 1—Barry Windham, 2— 
Eddie Gilbert, 3—Ted DiBiase 

1987: Ric Flair 





Runners-up: 1—Andre the Giant, 2— 
Honky Tonk Man, 3—Lex Luger 
1986: Paul Orndorff 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Col, 
DeBeers, 3—Rick Rude 
1985: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Chris Adams, 2— 
Ted DiBiase, 3—John Studd 
1984: Roddy Piper 
Runners-up: 1—Kevin Sullivan, 2— 
Tully Blanchard, 3—The Iron Sheik 
1983: Greg Valentine 
Runners-up: 1—Masked Superstar, 
2—Kevin Sullivan, 3—Michael Hayes 
1982: Ted DiBiase 
Runners-up: 1—Blackjack Mulligan, 
2—Superstar Graham, 3—Buzz 
Sawyer 
1981: Ken Patera 
Runners-up: 1—Don Muraco, 2— 
Nick Bockwinkel, 3—Roddy Piper 
1980: Larry Zbyszko 
Runners-up: 1—Greg Valentine, 2— 
Ernie Ladd, 3—Hulk Hogan 
1979: Greg Valentine 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—Ken 
Patera, 3—Ivan Koloff 
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1978: Ric Flair 
Runners-up: 1—Ken Patera, 2— 
Victor Rivera, 3—Bob Orton Jr. 

1977: Ken Patera 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2— 
Superstar Graham, 3—Nick 
Bockwinkel 

1976: Stan Hansen 
Runners-up: 1—Ox Baker, 2—Terry 
Funk, 3—The Spoiler 

1975: Greg Valentine 


1974: The Great Mephisto 
1973: Superstar Graham 
1972: The Sheik 


MOST IMPROVED 
WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


1994: Diesel 
Runners-up: 1—Johnny B. Badd, 2— 
Sabu, 3—Owen Hart 

1993: Yokozuna 
Runners-up: i—The Kid, 2—Brian 
Lee, 3—Tatanka 

1992: Razor Ramon 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 2— 
Virgil, 3—Brian Christopher 

1991: Dustin Rhodes 
Runners-up: 1—Ron Simmons, 2— 
The Undertaker, 3—Crush 

1990: Paul Roma 
Runners-up: 1—Doom, 2—Tugboat, 
3—Cactus Jack 

1989: Scott Steiner 
Runners-up: 1—Brutus Beefcake, 
2—Jeff Jarrett, 3—P.Y. Chu-Hi 

1988: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—The Ultimate 
Warrior, 2—Iceman Parsons, 
3—Jeff Jarrett 





1987: Curt Hennig 
Runners-up: 1—Al Perez, 2—Honky 
Tonk Man, 3—Sting 

1986: Terry Gordy 
Runners-up: 1—Scott Hall, 2—Sam 
Houston, 3—Wendell Cooley 

1985: Steve Williams 
Runners-up: 1—Brian Adias, 2— 
Nikita Koloff, 3—Randy Savage 
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1984: Billy Jack Haynes 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 
2—Rick Martel, 3—Ronnie Garvin 
1983: Brett Wayne Sawyer 
Runners-up: 1—Mike Rotundo, 2— 
Pez Whatley, 3—Brad Rheingans 
1982: Barry Windham 
Runners-up: 1—Otto Wanz, 2—Buzz 
Sawyer, 3—Rick Martel 
1981: Kevin Sullivan 
Runners-up: 1—Sgt. Slaughter, 2— 
Charlie Cook, 3—Tito Santana 
1980: Tony Atlas 
Runners-up: 1—Larry Zbyszko, 2— 
Ted DiBiase, 3—Kerry Von Erich 
1979: Tommy Rich 
- Runners-up: i—Eddy Mansfield, 2— 
Kevin Von Erich, 3—Ted DiBiase 
1978: Dino Bravo 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2— 
Rick Steamboat, 3—Tony Atlas 


COMEBACK OF THE YEAR 


1994: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2— 


The Undertaker, 3—Alundra Blayze 






1993: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Brutus Beefcake, 
2—HRic Flair, 3—Paul Roma 

1992: The Ultimate Warrior 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Backlund, 2— 
The Sheik, 3—Junkyard Dog 
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INSPIRATIONAL 
WRESTLER OF THE YEAR 


1994: Bret Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Terry Funk, 2—The 
Guardian Angel, 3—Dave Sullivan 
1993: Cactus Jack 
Runners-up: 1—Lex Luger, 2—The 
Kid, 3—Brutus Beefcake 
1992: Ron Simmons 
Runners-up: 1—The Undertaker, 2— 
Rick Steamboat, 3—Eric Embry 
1991: The Patriot 
Runners-up: 1—Jerry Lawler, 2—Sid 
Justice, 3—Bill Dundee 
1990: Sting 
Runners-up: 1—Hulk Hogan, 2— 
Jerry Lawler, 3—Nikolai Volkoff 





1989: Eric Embry 


Runners-up: 1—Nikita Koloff, 2—Billy 


Jack Haynes, 3—Ric Flair 
1988: Jerry Lawler 
Runners-up: 1—Kerry Von Erich, 2— 
Road Warrior Animal, 3—Jake 
Roberts 
1987: Nikita Koloff 
Runners-up: i—Dynamite Kid, 2— 
Chris Adams, 3—Superstar Graham 
1986: Chris Adams 
Runners-up: 1—Magnum T.A., 2— 
Kerry Von Erich, 3—Steve Williams 
1985: Mike Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Paul Orndorff, 2— 


Hacksaw Duggan, 3—Kevin Von Erich 


1984: Sgt. Slaughter 
Runners-up: i—Kerry Von Erich, 2— 
Kevin Von Erich, 3—Bob Backlund 
1983: Hulk Hogan 
Runners-up: 1—Roddy Piper, 2— 
Buzz Sawyer, 3—Buddy Rose 
1982: Roddy Piper 


Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Snuka, 2— 
Mil Mascaras, 3—Jimmy Valiant 
1981: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: i—Ted DiBiase, 2—Tito 
Santana, 3—Mr. Wrestling II 
1980: Junkyard Dog 
Runners-up: 1—Rick Steamboat, 2— 
Verne Gagne, 3—Mr. Florida 
1979: Chief Jay Strongbow 
Runners-up: 1—Ric Flair, 2—Mr. 
Wrestling |I, 3—Dusty Rhodes 
1978: Blackjack Mulligan 
Runners-up: 1—Bruno Sammartino, 
2—Mr. Wrestling II, 3—Jim Brunzell 
1977: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Don Muraco, 2— 
Bruno Sammartino, 3—Terry Funk 
1976: Bruno Sammartino 
Runners-up: 1—Wahoo McDaniel, 
2—Bob Roop, 3—Bob Armstrong 
1975: Mike McCord 
1974: Dick Murdoch 
1973: Johnny Valentine 
1972: Lord Al Hays 





ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 





1994: 917 
Runners-up: 1—Bob Holly, 2— 
Abbudah Singh, 3—Mikey Whipwreck 
1993: Vampire Warrior 
Runners-up: i—Robbie Eagle, 2— 
The Coles, 3—The Headhunters 
1992: Erik Watts 
Runners-up: 1—Diamond Dallas 
Page, 2—Vladimir Koloff, 3—Chaz 
1991: Johnny B. Badd 
Runners-up: 1—The Patriot, 2—Terri 
Power, 3—Lightning Kid 
1990: Steve Austin 
Runners-up: 1—E! Gigante, 2—Brad 
Anderson, 3—Chris Chavis 
1989: Mike Enos & Wayne Bloom 


Runners-up: 1—Dustin Rhodes, 2— 
scotty the Body, 3—Johnathan 
Holliday 
1988: Madusa Miceli 
Runners-up: 1—Chris Benoit, 2— 
Max Pain, 3—Scott Steiner 
1987: Owen Hart 
Runners-up: 1—Bubba Rogers, 2— 
Shane Douglas, 3—Doug Furnas 
1986: Lex Luger 
Runners-up: 1—Bam Bam Bigelow, 
2—Sting, 3—Tom Magee 
1985: Nord the Barbarian 
Runners-up: 1—Kendall Windham, 
2—Dan Spivey, 3—Sam Houston 
1984: Mike Von Erich 
Runners-up: 1—Nikita Koloff, 2— 
Krusher Khrushchev, 3—Kevin Kelly 
1983: Angelo Mosca Jr. 
Runners-up: 1—King Kong Bundy, 
2—Scott Armstrong, 3—Arn Anderson 
1982: Brad Armstrong 
Runners-up: 1—Tiger Mask, 2—Mike 
Rotundo, 3—Kamala 
1981: David Sammartino 
Runners-up: 1—Brad Rheingans, 2— 
Curt Hennig, 3—Ron Richie 
1980: Terry Taylor 
Runners-up: 1—Barry Windham, 2— 
Rick McGraw, 3—Tom Prichard 
1979: Sweet Brown Sugar 
Runners-up: 1—Steve Travis, 2— 
Bryan St. John, 3—Eddie Gilbert 
1978: Tommy Rich 
Runners-up: 1—Jay Youngblood, 2— 
David Von Erich, 3—Tully Blanchard 
1977: Rick Steamboat 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Snuka, 2— 
John Studd, 3—Skip Young 
1976: Bob Backlund 
Runners-up: 1—Chavo Guerrero, 2— 
Steve Keirn, 3—Johnny Rivera 
1975: Ric Flair 
1974: Larry Zbyszko 
1973: Cowboy Bob Orton/Tony Garea (tie) 
1972: Mike Graham 


MANAGER OF THE YEAR 


1994: Jimmy Hart 
Runners-up: i—Ted DiBiase, 2—Col. 
Robert Parker, 3—Paul E. 
Dangerously 

1993: Jim Cornette 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 2—Mr. 
Fuji, 3—Tammy Fytch 

1992:Paul E. Dangerously 
Runners-up: 1—Curt Hennig, 2— 
Harley Race, 3—Jim Comette 





1991: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up: 1—Harley Race, 2— 
Alexandra York, 3—Paul Bearer 
1990: Teddy Long 
Runners-up: 1—Bobby Heenan, 2— 
Ole Anderson, 3—Jim Cornette 
1989: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up: i—Gary Hart, 2—Teddy 
Long, 3—Gen. Skandor Akbar 


1988: J.J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Elizabeth, 2—Jim 
Cornette, 3—Paul E. Dangerously 
1987: Jimmy Hart 
Runners-up: 1—J.J. Dillon, 2—Jim 
Cornette, 3—Paul E. Dangerously 
1986: Capt. Lou Albano 
Runners-up: 1—Paul Ellering, 2— 
Elizabeth, 3—Jim Cornette 
1985; Jim Cornette 
Runners-up: 1—Capt. Lou Albano, 
2—Paul Ellering, 3—Bobby Heenan 
1984: Paul Ellering 
Runners-up: 1—Jimmy Hart, 2—Jim 
Cornette, 3—James J. Dillon 
1983: James J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Sheik Adnan Al- 
Kaissie, 2—Capt. Lou Albano, 3— 
Paul Ellering 
1982: James J. Dillon 
Runners-up: 1—Arnold Skaaland, 
2—Sonny King, 3—Jimmy Hart 
1981: Capt. Lou Albano 
Runners-up: 1—Arnold Skaaland, 
2—Ssir Oliver Humperdink, 3—The 
Grand Wizard 
1980: Sir Oliver Humperdink 
Runners-up: 1—Arnold Skaaland, 
2—Capt. Lou Albano, 3—The Great 
Mephisto 


1979: Arnold Skaaland 
Runners-up: 1—Capt. Lou Albano, 
2—Buddy Rogers, 3—Sir Oliver 
Humperdink 

1978: Arnold Skaaland 
Runners-up: 1—The Grand Wizard, 
2—Bobby Heenan, 3—Gary Hart 

1977: The Grand Wizard 
Runners-up: 1—Bobby Heenan, 2— 
Capt. Lou Albano, 3—Lord Al Hays 

1976: Bobby Heenan 
Runners-up: 1—Lou Albano, 2—Fred 
Blassie, 3—Gary Hart 

1975: George “Crybaby” Cannon 

1974: Capt. Lou Albano 

1973: The Grand Wizard 

1972: Bobby Heenan 


PWI EDITORS’ AWARD 


1994: Capt. Lou Albano 

1993: Andre The Giant 

1992: Stanley Weston 

1991: Fabulous Moolah 

1990: Buddy Rogers 

1989: Gordon Solie 

1988: Bruiser Brody & Adrian Adonis 
1987: Paul Boesch 

1986: Verne Gagne 

1985; Dan Shocket 


1984: David Von Erich 
1983: The Grand Wizard 
1982: Lou Thesz 

1981: Bruno Sammartino 
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PWI SUPERSTATS 





The following is a cumulative listing of all 

major title changes to have taken place in 

1995 up to press time. For a comprehen- 

sive up-to-date title listing each and every 

month, be sure to check out the “Roll Call 
Of Champions” in each issue of Inside 
Wrestling—or subscribe to PWI Weekly 
for the most up-to-the-minute results and 

title changes available 


The Great Muta 
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ECW HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM 
The Sandman Shane Douglas 
Mikey Whipwreck The Sandman 
ECW TAG TEAM TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM 
Sabu & Taz Public Enemy 
Chris Benoit & Sabu & Taz 
Dean Malenko 
Public Enemy Chris Benoit & 
Dean Malenko 
Raven & Public Enemy 
Steve Richards 
The Pit Bulls Raven & 
Steve Richards 
Raven & The Pit Bulls 
Steve Richards 
Public Enemy Raven & 
Steve Richards 
The Sandman & Public Enemy 
2 Cold Scorpio 


LOCATION 
Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 


LOCATION 
Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Jim Thorpe, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Philadelphia, PA* 


Philadelphia, PA** 


*This was a three-team match that also included The Gangstas. 


DATE 


April 15 
October 28 


DATE 
February 4 
February 25 


April 8 

June 20 
September 16 
October 7 
October 7 
October 28 


“2 Cold Scorpio defeated Rocco Rock in a singles bout; due to a prematch stipulation, the tag 

team belts were on the line, and after Scorpio won the match, he chose Sandman as his partner. 

ICW HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Marc Ash Mike Majors Plymouth, NC February 2 

ICW MID-ATLANTIC TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Scotty McKeever Future Shock Atkinson, NC* March 24 

Dark Star McKeever Atkinson, NC May 20 

*This was a tournament final to determine the initial champion for this new title. 

IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

The Great Muta Shinya Hashimoto Fukuoka, Japan May 3 

IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 

Masa Chono & Shinya Hashimoto & Osaka, Japan* June 12 
Hiroyoshi Tenzan Junji Hirata 

Shinya Hashimoto & Scott Norton & Sapporo, Japan*™ July 13 


Junji Hirata 


Mike Enos 


*This match was held to fill the title vacancy created when Hiroshi Hase & The Great Muta relin- 
quished the championship shortly after Muta won the IWGP heavyweight title on May 3, 1995. 
“The title was declared vacant a few days prior to this bout when it was determined that Masa 
Chono & Hiroyoshi Tenzan couldn't defend the championship on this date due to the death of 


Chono’s father. 


AAS a HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
WON B WON FROM 


DATE 
June 14 


DATE 


LOCATION 
Koji Kanemoto Sabu Tokyo, Japan* 
*Kanemoto was already the |WA junior heavyweight champion; this was a title-unification 
match. 
APANESE TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPIONSHIP” 
ON BY WON FROM LOCATION 
Stan Hansen Toshiaki Kawada Tokyo, Japan 


Mitsuharu Misawa 


Stan Hansen 


Sapporo, Japan 


March 4 
May 26 


*This title consists of the All-Japan International, the All-Japan United National, and the 


Pacific Wrestling Federation heavyweight titles. 


NWA HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Dan Severn Chris Candido Erlanger, KY February 24 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM LOCATION 


DATE 
Terry Austin Italian Stallion Hamlet, NC March 4 
star Ryder Terry Austin Albemarle, NC June 3 
George South Star Ryder Charlotte, NC September 14 
southern Rocker George South Forest City, NC September 16 
Italian Stallion George South Kings Mountain, NC* October 21 


“This was a tournament final to fill the vacancy created on October 14 when Southern 
Rocker failed to show for a scheduled title defense. 


Hen see A G Sera TAG ee TITLE 


OCATION DATE 
rere e sie, Flaming Youth & Hamlet NC* March 4 
star Ryder 
Terry Austin & Damage Inc. Hamlet, NC June 9 
Austin Steele 
George South & Terry Austin & Forest City, NC September 16 
Italian Stallion Austin Steele 
Terry Austin & George South & Kings Mountain, NC September 29 
Austin Steele Italian Stallion 
Carolina Dreamer & Terry Austin & Charlotte, NC October 26 
Randy Sledge Austin Steele 
scotty McKeever & Carolina Dreamer & Charlotte, NC November 16 
George South Randy Sledge 
*This was to fill a title vacancy. 
ayaa MOUNTAIN si ptt EIGHT TITLE 
LOCATION DATE 
sry ann Tony Abt Sh Knoxville, TN January 28 
bby Blaze Jerry Lawler Knoxville, TN February 26 
Buddy Landell Bobby Blaze Johnson City, TN April 8 
Brad Armstrong Buddy Landell Johnson City, TN* August 12 
Terry Gordy Brad Armstrong Knoxville, TN** October 20 
Brad Armstrong Terry Gordy Knoxville, TN November 23 
Tommy Rich Brad Armstrong Johnson City, TN November 25 


*This mateh filled the title vacancy created when the title was held up following a contro- 

ribet July 1 match in Barbourville, Kentucky, between Buddy Landell and Brad 
rmstrong. 

“Terry Gordy pinned Brad Armstrong in a tag team match between Gordy & Headbanger 

Thrasher and Armstrong & The Wolfman; due to a premaitch stipulation, Armstrong's title 

was on the line in the bout in the event he was pinned. 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN TAG TEAM TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM 


| LOCATION DATE 
Al Snow & Unibomb The Rock'n’ Roll Express Pikeville, KY April 7 
Tony Anthony & Al Snow & Unibomb Jellico, VA July 6 
Tracey Smothers 
The Heavenly Bodies Tony Anthony & Knoxville, TN August 4 
Tracey Smothers 
USWA HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Lawler Sid Vicious Memphis, TN February 6 
Bill Dundee Jerry Lawler Memphis, TN February 25 
Razor Ramon Bill Dundee Memphis, TN \pril 3 
Jerry Lawler Razor Ramon Memphis, TN ay 1 
Ahmed Johnson Jerry Lawler Memphis, TN November 6 





Mitsuharu Misawa 
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Ahmed Johnson 





The Heavenly Bodies 


ne 


Johnny B. Badd 
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Brian Christopher T Rich 
Brian Lee Brian Christopher 
Brian Lee Brian Christopher 
rian C r g Gi 
Billy Jack Haynes Brian Christopher 
Brad Armstrong Billy Jack Haynes 
Billy Jack Haynes Brad Armstrong 
Brian Christopher Billy Jack Haynes 
Jesse James Brian Christopher 
Brian Christopher Jesse James Armstrong 
“The title had been held up following an April 10 ma 
USWA TAG TEAM TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM 
Doug Gilbert & PG-13 
Tommy Rich 
PG-13 Doug Gilbert & 
Tommy Rich 
Doug Gilbert & PG-13 
Tommy Rich 
PG-13 Doug Gilbert & 
Tommy Rich 
Brickhouse Brown & PG-13 
The Gambler . 
: Brickhouse Brown & 
The Gambler 
The Rock 'n’ Roll PG-13 
Express 
PG-13 


The Heavenly 
Bodies 
PG-13 


Jesse James 
Armstrong & 


, Tracey Smothers 


PG- 
Terry Gordy & 


Tracey Smothers 


PG-13 


The oe 'n’ Roll Express 


Memphis, TN 23 
tch between Brian Lee and Brian Christopher. 


LOCATION 
Memphis, TN 


Memphis, TN 
Memphis, TN 
Memphis, TN 
Memphis, TN 
Memphis, TN 
Memphis, TN 


Memphis, TN 
Memphis, TN 


Memphis, TN 
Memphis, TN 


October 


DATE 
September 9 


January 9 
January 14 
March 13 
April 15 
May 1 

July 3 


July 10 
August 7 


August 28 
October 28 


This was a tournament final. The title had been held up following a controversial match 
between The Heavenly Bodies and PG-13 on August 21, 1995, in Memphis, Tennessee. 


LOCATION 
Dayton OF 
Asheville, NC 


“Diamond” Dallas Page — Detroit, Ml 


WCW TV TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM 

Am Anderson Johnny B. Badd 

The Re Anderson 

‘Di Dallas The Renegade 
Page 

Johnny B. Badd 

WCW U.S. HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 

WON BY WON FROM 

Sting Meng 

Kensuke Sasaki i 


Srna 
“This was a toumament final to fill the title vacancy. 
WCW WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 


WON BY WON FROM 
Randy Savage Battle Royal Field 


LOCATION 
Norfolk, VA 


DATE 
January 8 
June 18 
September 17 


October 29 


DATE 
June 18 
November 13 


DATE 
November 26 


The title was held up after a controversial match between champion Hulk Hogan and The 
Giant on October 29. Savage won a three-ring, 60-man baittle royal to fill the title vacancy. 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE 
| WON F 


WON BY ROM LOCATION 
The Nasty Boys Harlem Heat st. Petersburg, FL 
Harlem Heat The Nasty Boys Orlando, FL 
Bunkhouse Buck & Harlem Heat Atlanta, GA 
Dick Slater 
Harlem Heat Bunkhouse Buck & Asheville, NC 
Dick Slater 


DATE 
May 21 


June 24 
July 22 


September 17 


wow WORLD TAG TEAM TITLE (continued) 
LOCATION 





WON FROM DATE 
Marcie Bagwell & Harlem Heat Johnson City, TN September 18 
Scotty Riggs | 
Harlem Heat Marcus Bagwell & Atlanta, GA September 27 
Scotty Riggs 
WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Jeff Jarrett Razor Ramon Tampa, FL January 22 
Jeff Jarrett Bob Holly Moline, IN* April 26 
Razor Ramon Jeff Jarrett Montreal, Quebec™* May 19 
Jeff Jarrett Razor Ramon Trois-Rivieres, Quebec May 22 
Shawn Michaels Jeff Jarrett Nashville, TN July 23 
Razor Ramon Dean Douglas Winnipeg, Manitoba* October 22 


“The title had been held up earlier in the evening as the result of a controversial match between 
Jeff Jarrett and Bob Holly. This rematch filled the title vacancy. 

“This was a ladder match. 

“Shawn Michaels was forced to forfeit the title to Dean Douglas at this In Your House pay-per- 
view due to an injury that occurred a week earlier. 


WWF WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
WON BY 0 


WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Bret Hart Diesel Landover, MD November 19 
WWE WORLD WOMEN’S TITLE 
WON BY WON FROM LOCATION DATE 
Alundra Blayze Bull Nakano Poughkeepsie, NY April 3 
Bertha Faye Alundra Blayze Pittsburgh, PA August 27 
Alundra Blayze Bertha Faye Brandon, Manitoba October 23 
WWE WORLD Be TEAM es 
LOCATION DATE 
Bob t Holy & oar Bam Bigelow & Tampa, FL January 22 
The Kid* Tatanka 
The Smokin’ Gunns Bob Holly & The Kid Palmetto, FL January 23 
Owen Hart & The Smokin’ Gunns Hartford, CT April 2 
Yokozuna 
Diesel & Owen Hart & Yokozuna Saginaw, MI september 24 


Shawn Michaels 
The Smokin’ Gunns Owen Hart & Yokozuna Grand Rapids, MI** September 25 
‘This was a tournament tinal. The title had been declared vacant when Diesel and Shawn 
Michaels split up at the Survivor Series, on November 23, 1994. 
**Earlier in the day on September 25, WWF President Gorilla Monsoon stripped Diesel 
and Shawn Michaels of the title and retumed the belts to Owen Hart and Yokozuna. 





Alundra Blayze 





The sah fone to i held hi title hroughout all of 1995, aie continue to hol : his 
championship as of press time: 





T. RANTULA 
Won the American Commonwealth heavyweight championship from Rip Sawyer on 
March 26, 1994, in Johnsburg, Pennsylvania. 





T. Rantula 
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 


Political cartoonist Steve Anderson, whose work appears 
monthly in our sister publication The Wrestler has a truly 
unique view of the mat sport. His efforts on these pages, 
depicting some memorable aspects of the year in wrestling, 
ran in The Wrestler throughout the course of the year. 





| Ooon Yeanl No 
Ecos THis 


Me. Frain? On Hes 
Apsustinc To or 
KermemMent Jusr ~ Ty 


“rs Aways (rou 
Bret THIS 7 ! 


f wie 
4 aL 


Anp BRET 


Wet Ger ALone 
THis Time... 














yt NERS SESS SEES WITH My Basy a 
; “ToniGHT =Tomtict T- 
TomenT = TONIGHT 


\ _ 
oS. & A> 
| 1 


‘BJO BUO jSPB] Je 
Joy Apess Si Ply YeaiquesH oyL,, "sieaA OM) 1S] 
OU} Ul JAA OU} Ul SUONe}UOIUOD JIssejo Aue 
pey eaAey Sj@eydIY UMeUS pUue UuOWeRY JOzeY 








10 





_8]00dx9 dY ULY} INUOOS S}JOYS DAIOIOI P[NOD syaeyor,, 
‘pres Jojowo1d ouo ,‘sayojew 9]}11} 9sueYyO pue pulM 
SIy osuRYyo 0} UMOTUY Ud0q Sey UOOSUOP BI[IIOH 1ng,, 

‘uOweYy 

}SUIVSE SOYO}VUI DUIOS JO OS|e p[Nod ‘IayeoIqo[NI eB MOU 

‘pry, OU, Wey} pue ‘syJUOU ModjJ }XOU OY} UL SayoyeU 97}1} 

J-] JO SolIOS & DATIOOI ATOYI] [[IM ISNP]OH 1ey) poulesy sey 

dadinbuyq SUuljsaij “ITA & JOT SUII OY} UI STORYOIPY YM 

[Bop 0} dUIT} DARBY JOU 1YSIW oY ‘sId}OWOId 0} SurIpI0z0R 
nq ‘pres sjaeyor] JeYM UO JUIWIWIOD 0} pouljOop uoWeYy 

« 90 

24} 0} JopusjuOD dUO-IOqUINU dy} 9q p[NOYsS |] “ow samo 

JQ 94} Sey IOADOYM IO IOZEY,, “SJOBYOIPY pres ,.“SuIpJsSoIM 


JO opisjno pouaddey je) Jynis Jo ssned9q 1[9q 9U} SOT J,, 


UOWeY S 


uS 





YUH SoM, 





"SU[SNOG 0} JI JLOJIOF 0} PODIOJ SUM STORYOI 1YSIU sues 
94} Se[snog ueIg WO 1[9q <D-] Oy] UOM OYA ‘UOUIeY IOzZeY 
[VAII/pudTIy SITY YSNOIYy} OS uUTeSe 0} DALY JYSIUI oY ‘OS OP 
OL “d]11} [eJUSUTJUODIO}UT 9Y} 3B JOYS B SJURM dy ‘ATA}0TdUIOD 
poyeoy savy solinful sty Udy Jey} UMOUY HI apeul sey . pry 
YyeoiguivaH OY L,, “SJiVIs ASIOAOIUOS OY} DIOYM S.jeUL 
‘SYOOM MOJ B UIYJIM JUVdIOd YOT 0} VSOTO 
yorq 3q 0} pojoodxo oy pres yng ‘pt 319qQ0}]900 UO parozyns 
oy solinful 19430 pUe UOISsNoUOd day} JO sjOdJJO 9y] Surlpooy 
[JS SPM oy ples oH “YIOX MON ‘asnoevIAS Ul qnyjoyysiu e 
OpIs]nNO UdW OT YIM UOT}VdIO}[E UL UT POATOAUT SBM dY ID] 
SYOOM 9914} UOTE 0} PoUINjoI oY UdYM WIOJ do} UT },USeM 


‘ 


oY pojjiuipe sjaeyolw uMeyS—HO ‘ILLVNNIONIO 
WALNOH ZIT AG 


Ply yeauquesy, 
14 STIVHVIM 





eS 





vyvrvyy ONITISIUM "TT: 


f ON ‘IAX SINN TOA 


9661 AUVNYESAS 


jsulddys st ays jnq Jeors souo sem 
BIPUNTY,, “OURYeN] pres , UPUIOM UO 
-Jeaq & S¥I] SYOO] SUS, ‘I[9q S,USWIOM, 
HMA 24} Joy oAe4 BUOg I9A0 
AIOWIA JuadaI S.azAeTg Aq possordunt 
JOU SBM OYS Jey} SIdjIOdaI plo} AusoaI 
oubyxeN “Mou [Aun *** HAA 9} Ul 
jus Joy Surpresal ouryenN [Ing woy 
pieoy useq sey yonut jou ‘udy ut 


yorq ozAvig BIpPUNTY O} OPIN S,USWIOM 


PEOM HAA SU) 480] SYS SOUTg 


NUdif ‘VAOSUN 


‘qOyx ‘S[BALI-Yyore sty Jo suo Jo 
JO[BA 94} ‘OZe[g BIeqieg powUeys 
-dyOyd A[SNOISIA ay ‘alay pred 
VVV € IOqUIDAON ® SulINg ‘d19u} 
Aytyejnig jnoge SuIyJOUIOS pouIes] 
oy sivodde iI ysnou) ‘MDA 
0} Sdiq} sty SuLInp apis poos 
-SUBJ 94} UO Ud0q Sey UPUUOY 


OODGW “VNVNIL 


‘JOJO Youd Joy yOodsal yeas 
possoyoid 1aye] YO yng ‘oyeS OA 
pue OuoY, ese 0} YO}eUr I19y} ISO] 
Aoyy, woyeq Aqqog Jayeaiqoyns pue 
ppeg “q Auuyor oi110Aey Ue} MOM 

"uIe3} Se} IeTNOed AISA B MPS SUPT 
‘OND °S"A OU} JO} Sus JOAO AIOPOIA 
SUISLIGINS S.DyeSeS ayNsudy Sopisog 
‘IOQUIOAON|-PIt ut Ueder MON 
POPBAUI SIe}S AADAA UOZOp & USy A 
pousddey ssury} Sunsosojur Aueyy 


Ndr “OANOL 








jouw UO ,UTye} Aq SI oy Ue SIq Be yeyM ApOgAIOAS MOYS p[NoYs oy 
‘dureyo s,ajdood 94} s.oy JI Ing “JI SMOUY oY pue ‘UMOP SIOpyNoyYs 
Aw uid },Up[noo Josprul 9]}}1] WU, “Ss}joq AW Jo YJOq sAeY UD 
oy ‘ou yeoq ued yoormdiy AA Ady JI SAOP “HI OP 0} S|THYS oy} JOS 
S.OYUM UONeIopsy Sty} Ul auO ATUO 94} WI] Z,uIAeS W.] JeYM MOY 
noA ‘sjjaq do1y} [[e UM J,, “pres oy ..“o1OJOQ JVYJ PIP DUO ON,, 
‘api Wystomfavoy MOA 
S yoormdiy (A Ady 38 JOYS & SOAIOSOP MOU 9 ples ‘syUOM 
MO} JSP] 94} Ul jURDOIIe AIDA OUI0D0q Sey OYM ‘oTdI0NS 
‘ony 
Be} 94} JO JOpjoy-Od Joy}JO oY} se UeWIpUeS sy J, WsOyd 9H ‘OI 
Wed} 3B} MOA 24} UOM ‘uUOT}eINdYs yoyeu [eIoods ev Jo asneoaq 
‘pue ‘Aulouyq OI[qng JO YOOY ODD0yY 3e9q 9Y UdYM BZ 19qQ0}9O 
uO MOA Ul drysuotdueys puodes siy uOM ‘CZ Isnsny UO yorq 
21101 ALL MO” 24} Joy o1olIony Appg_ poyeojop oy ‘ordioas *Mou 
JYSII JINDIIO JUSpUdddpUI 9Y} UO Ia[JSOIM }S9}}0Y JY} SI oY 3ey} 
aseo SUOIIS B DYRU PfNnod oIdIooS pjod Z—VIHd TAdV liHd 
WOOUd LLVW 4G 


OML WSIaMAAPAH MDA 403 
YOOUMAIY M SASUdEYD Pld Z 


_ JOIPI Ue SI 90198 },USSOp OYM oUOAUY ‘dUIT}-[[e JO IoseUeU jS9}vOIS 
oq} S.9H,, . TOW .U, YOOU JO sury oy ],, Se J[OSWITY 0} SIOJOI MOU OYM ‘UOSID pies ,“IeIA 
JSP] 9]}1} Se} ureyunoyy Ayourg oy} ulm ssoidxq |[OY .U, YooY sy, podjoy ayeuI0D wi,, 

"WIY UId 0} PIeYSIIg poMoy]ye pue sIOyjJOWS pojseyq oy ‘IOAQMOY ‘PMOIO 
oy} JO ABWISIP oy} 0} YONA “1 pojdaoiajyuUI UOSID jng ‘pIeyoIIg PIVMO} JOyORI SIUUD] STY Posso} 
9}J9UIOZ ‘poyeurMtjs sioM Avy [oq pue AuOYyUY Y10q IolJy “ULM pynoM ures} Sursoddo oy} | 
JO SIOqWMIOUI 40g UId 0} WILD} JSIIZ OY} Je} DIOM ‘OdIOJOI SONS 9} SEM UOSQIH YOIYM Jo ‘yoyeu | 
yey} UO suONeiNdys oy], ‘yYo}eW UIeYO-s;qnop e UI sIoyJouUS AsoRIy, puke Auoyjuy Auoy, jeaq § 
soipog A[usAvoyy oy], podjoy oy I91Je QZ 19qQ0}9QH UO BIVIIP $.9}}0UIJ0D wif pourof UosqIn sg 

‘SI Jey) ‘IOyeoIQqo[NI & SB dJIJ—SUIP}soIAA UleJUNO| AYOuIS Ul ssoidxg [OY .U, 
yOoY 9Y,.L 191J2 ajI] “Pospul “SI 919y} BY} POJOAODSIP UOSqIH WaqoY—NL “ALIO NOSNHOfL 


ZANDINGONU AGNV 4G 


ERIN! S,2}{2LLIOD SUIOs OSGI 


<¢ MOUY 1, UOp | “yuryy ysnf pue ory e& Joy ABMe jo 0} SUIT] SII 
agkey] OU SojeIpTUNyY pue su UO yoRq sty suIny AuTuTE UoU) ‘op 
AL 2U} 280] | ISIY,, ‘pres oy ..‘syJuOUT Moy YSnoI v U99q S.II,, 
‘prem 
-I9}Je WOOI JayOO] 9y} UI Yon Avs 0} Josdn 00} seM opesoudy 
<c JON, PTO ‘ureyd ysnf peojsur sem pue opesousy ou, JOsuo] OU 
sem oy SurtXes ‘JZo yured soey sty [ye podim pue [aM0o}j B YOO} Udt] 
OH “Ov S,opesoudy Ul JoyeM MOI) WeP ‘IQAO SeM jI DOUO pue 
WO SUIOS SPM YO}eU 9} ATIYM 999}01d IJOWIOJ sTY Je S}[NsUI po 
-INOYS ..YINOS UT, JO WNP SUL, "JOG 24) Joye pue Sump 40g 
yey Aq poyerruny sem oy ‘UeATT{NS 0} ySoT ATUO jou opesoudy 
‘NOG 9} JO} JOUION S,UBATT]NS UI SeM OYM 
ep AUIUIG JOSeUUT IOWIOF yNOYJIM Psdoons pynoo oy yey} sUO 
-AIQAD SUIMOYS JO UOTJUDJUT OY} YILM ‘pres On ADpuoWFw MIM 
B SuLINp s0RId Yoo) YOM “URATTING ULADY YIM YoyeUr Sty 0} UI 
JUSM If ‘opesousy oy], JO oF] Oy) ul sAep jsoyeass Oy} JO OUO Se 
UMOP O8 JOU [JIM “CE6T “9 JOqQUIDAON—TA “ATTIIANOSSOVS 
UAINAT AAV Ag 


MOM 2Aee7 Ae apesousy 
‘AUQUSP] JO ,,PeddLys,, 


*ssaujoUS Asoei, yoeye uosqiy 
HWogoY o}JOAe) ue} owi}-Huo] Mes 
Ady} UsyYM YIOUS U! 819M SUB] MIS 








2S ee SS Eee 


24S aaert ——_> = 


<== 


SS 


a 


ra 


ST 


IEMORIES OF 1995_ 


Finally, we close out this year-end edition of Pro WrestLinG ILuustratep by asking our editors to pick the most memorable and 
enduring moment of the past year. In doing so, we close the book on 1995 and look forward to the next 12 months. In 1996, 
we wish you and yours another year filled with health, happiness, and the best that professional wrestling has to offer. _ 





Stu Saks (Publisher): “Of all the bad press wrestling has received over the last few years, | don’t think any- 
thing was as damaging as the embarrassment the sport suffered when, at WrestleMania XI, Bam Bam 
Bigelow, supposedly a star among stars, was beaten by Lawrence Taylor, a retired linebacker, with both the 
wrestling and mainstream sports worlds watching. Perhaps, then, the biggest match (and my most endearing 
memory) came at a non-wrestling event, when Dan Severn outfought a field of martial arts tough guys to win 

the Ultimate Fighting Championship five days after WrestleMania. Thank you for all of us, Dan.” | 





Craig Peters (Associate Publisher): “Unfortunately, my most vivid memories of the year are negative ones: 
the embarrassment of much of the WCW Uncensored pay-per-view, the sight of The Giant and Hulk Hogan fac- 
ing off in monster trucks (don’t even ask about what happened afterward!), and the ultimate absurdity of Dustin 
Rhodes as Goldust. But there are bright spots: Dean Malenko, Chris Benoit, and Harlem Heat in WCW; Shawn 
| Michaels, Bret Hart, and Al Snow (Avatar) in the WWF. Will 1996 be the year that wrestling finally prevails in 
wrestling? Let's hope so,” 





Bill Apter (Senior Editor): “Five federations on one card, what a memory! It was the ‘Super Bow! Of Wrestling,’ 
hosted by Smoky Mountain, with the WWF, USWA, NWA, and MTW all participating. | felt as if | had been trans- 
ported back in time. There were no fireworks, no loud entrance music, no celebrities. It was like a 1985 Jim 
Crockett-promoted card. The wrestling was intense, and the crowd was really into it. Even WWF mainstays The 
Undertaker and Shawn Michaels wrestled that old ‘NWA style.’ Yeah, at 50, | still yearn for those ‘good old days,’ 
and Smoky really brought it back for one night.” 





Dave Lenker (Managing Editor): “| wasn’t a happy man on the night of September 4. That was the 
date of the first WCW Monday Nitro. Part of me was hoping the show would be a failure. | resented 
WCW for putting Nitro on opposite WWF Monday Night Raw rather than picking another night. Then | 
saw the show ... and liked it. Now | love the idea of competing Monday night shows. The most endur- 
ing moment of 1995? For me, it was seeing Lex Luger walk to the ring at the first Nitro, less than 24 
hours after he had competed in the WWF. | don’t know about you, but I'm sick of reading anti-Lex Luger 
stories. | hope 1996 is finally his big year.” 





Brandi Mankiewicz (Associate Editor): “It's hard to pick just one noteworthy event in a year that so thor- 
oughly changed my life. With everything | had to absorb in my first months as a PW/ editor, my job took 
on a surrealistic dimension. | was brought back to reality, though, by Eddie Gilbert's death on February 18. 
Gilbert was always a favorite of mine. The news of his death was shocking to all of us. | think, though, it 
hit me the hardest because | was still in the process of changing my perspective from that of a fan to that 
of a journalist. | know I'll report on wrestlers’ deaths many times during my career, but! doubt any will leave 
the impression this one did.” 








Jason Ross Lavin (Photo Editor): “Aside from the birth of my daughter, Gabriela, and playing gin with Scott Steiner 
— _ (L won!), watching Rey Misterio Jr. wrestle for the first time has to be the most vivid memory of the year. The sight of 
him executing a ‘Frankensteiner’ over the top rope to the arena floor against Psicosis will be etched into my mind prob- 
# ably forever. | have a feeling | spent more time staring in amazement at this 5’3", 140-pound phenomenon than pho- 
a tographing the match. It would be my wish for 1996 to see pure athletes like Rey Misterio Jr. given their deserved 
respect and opportunity to shine.” 
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THE LEADER OF THE PACH! 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing 
the wrestling arena (and the locker room) to 
the fans. No other wrestling magazine that 
covers the entire spectrum of the sport can 
boast of the same quality writers, editors, and 
photographers. PWI is acknowledged world- 
wide as the best! 


CHCLUGIVE FEATURED! 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete 
coverage of wrestling available anywhere. 
From the great statf of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the 
magnificent full-color centerfold_PWI 
brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI 
includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports”... Eddie Ellner’s lively and contro- 
versial “Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive 
“Press Conference” with one of the sport's top 
stars .. . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports” .. . “Time Capsules” . . . And don't 
forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the 
spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced 
at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you can find 
it!) and any other specials we produce 
throughout the year! 


TWO WATS 10 SUBSCRIBE 


¢ Order a 13-issue subscription to PWI and 
save 20% off the regular newsstand price! 

Order a 26-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive a whopping 25% savings off the 
regular newsstand rate! 


ont miss a single issue! 
auoscribe today! 
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URESTLING MAGAZINE 





‘ { | 
2 fh 7He FEUD WILL RETURN! 
: == 


7 Ph ae y ie 
a\\ i aod fe = 

=z 

= 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


_) | am enclosing $32.80 for a one-year (13-issue) subscription—a 20% savings off the 
newsstand price! 

[) | am enclosing $61.50 for a two-year (26-issue) subscription—a full 25% savings off the 
newsstand rate! 


Please indicate method of payment: 

[] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
Cl VISA [1] MasterCard 

Cord #: 


Signature, Expiration Date: ot so 


MO/YR 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Name 
Wl lellelC eH lh 


City | State Lip 





Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada ond all foreign countries: $43.20 for 13 issues ($65.30 airmail); $82.30 for 26 issues ($126.50 airmail). 
Internotional money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated: — \ 
- magazine has all the inside information you want — 
and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you'll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 





Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected — 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 

IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 

This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary- -dial phones. 

*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Costepér minute in the 


United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate oul 49D. at all other times, incl. VAT. 
ents’ permission. = 






6-1 ‘VOVNV9 HI 


5 Ls ~ 

=F 
| 1 i | 

1 | / | 
. 

=| | - i ; 
| | | - ~ i 

i i 
| | J = 

Mil 

= 

[ 2 

hl 

an oe a 











a | ; | é ™~ ~~ 
= : ial Lil _“~ 


LoLe-1¢ 











